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In the Truth. | * 
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Ae 


Prov. xviii. 24. 4 "OM that hath Friends muſt 
ſhow himſelf friendly: and there u 4 
Friend that ſticheth cloſer than a Brother. 

XXV11. 9. Ointment and Perfume rejoice the 


Heart; fo doth the ſweetneſs of a Mans | | 


Friend by hearty counſel. 
17. Iron ſharpneth Iron, ſo a Man ſharp- 
neth the Countenance of by Friend, 

John XV. 14 and 15. Ye are my Friends, if ye do 
whatſoever I command you: Henceforth I 
call you not Servants, for the Servant know- 
eth not what the Lord doth, but Ive called 
you Friends ; for all things that I've heard 
of my Father, I have made known unto Jou. 
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An EIS TIE to Friends 
F- in the Truth. 


Mr DEAR FRIENDS, 


4. Whom I love in the Truth, for the Truths 
ſake which dwelleth in us, and ſhall be with 
us for ever. Grace be with you, and Truth 
and Peace from God our Father, and our Lord 
ſeſus Chriſt, rhe Son of the Father in Truth 
ind Love. „„ 

There is (my dear Friends) a Teſtimony to 
the Truth which having ſprung up in my heart, 
and been formerly by me deliverd in Speech ; 
I do conceive expedient in this manner to com- 
municate to you, that it may continue with 
Aa and make you free from Error; and this 
T hope you will receive in that unfeign'd Love 
wherein it is ſent to you, as knowing whar is 
[here {aid ro be the Judgmenr of Truth, mani- 
feſtly declar'd ro be the Mind of Chriſt, and 


therefore worthy to be written not with Ink on- 


Oy 


2 


thy, but with the Spirit of che living God on the 
Tables of your Heart. The Truth which 1 am 
now writing to you, doth reſpect that weighty 
Affair of Swearing, which you may receive, as 
ir bath been formerly from rhe Word and Spirit 
Je God reſtify'd by me, in the manner following. 


9 


4 ' - V. 
. 3 
1 


W 2 An 
We . 0 7 
T% hs 
"5 - , 8 
dy. N 


Heb. 6.16. 


(4) 

An Oarh, for its nature, is a ſacred Solemni- ; 
ty, in which the moſt High God is call'd to Uthe 
witneſs, to the Truth of what is reſtify'd, or true 
promis d; ſuch an Oath on no occaſion, ſhould 2. 
be requir'd or receiv d, but to put an end to it m 
Strife; nor may any ſwear but Verily by the ?ris f 
Greater, that is, by God who is greater than (5; 
all. This is che true form of an Oath, which 1 upri 
purpoſe by divine Grace, here to diſcuſs fome- (4 
what diſtinctly. Now that I may by the help in a 


of God, ſpeak hereof in the moſt uſeful man. Tejo) 


ner, I ſhall conſider it two ways. all 
Firſt, As tis Internal. . 
Secondly, As tis External. As it reſpect; with 
the inward frame of the Mind, and as it regards Serif 


the outward Form, Poſture, and Actions of the, II 


Body, for both muft be explain d to clear this or co 
Matter, and from the Word of God only ſhall fider; 


wie fetch Light about both. Oatl 


Ch. 8. 1. 
Pool's Anger. 
Plal. 24. 4. 


Firſt, For the Internal Form in all godl; know 
Swearing : This is determin'd in three Words of 2/ 


by the Prophet Feremiah ; Thou ſhalt ſwear in Nam 


TRUTH, in JUDGMENT, and in RIGH- matt 
TEOUSNESS., This ought to be the Interna and! 
Diſpoſition, or the frame of every Mans Spirit. and 
that ſwears aright. The firſt Rule requires that  peop 
the Thing ſworn, be true. The ſecond, that it | how 
be juſt, The third, that it be not undue and un | drea 
meet to be ſworn and undertaken. _ this 


I. He who ſwears, muſt ſwear in TRUTH, judg 


or truly, ſwearing nothing but what is agreeable 1 ſudg 


Truth, not abuſing Gods Name to atteſt an Un Bats 
truth, What he ſwears muſt agree with the intent, neve 
both of his own Mind, and of his that adminiſter: what 
the Oath : It muſt not be doubtful, feign'd, or de, ſolen 
ecitful, but as true as the Lord liveth : Mom "twill 
diltinctly, , A was have 
5 , 85 „ 2 


Cy) 
i-. What a Man ſwears muſt be Truth; 
to the Matter and Subſtance of the Oath muſt be 
true. | 
d 2, He muſt be certain what he ſwears is true; 
to it muſt not only be true, but he muſt know 
he tts ſo. | 
an (3.) He muſt ſwear to it with a rue Heart 
11 uprightly, ſincerely; without Hypocriſy. 
e- (4. ) He muſt ſwear in a true Scripture way, 


Ip in a godly manner: This all Judah did, and 2 Chron. 


in rejoyc'd at their Oath, for they had ſworn with 1 
all their heart: They ſwore to the Lord what 
vas true; They knew 'rwas true; They ſwore 

ct; with a faithful Spirit, and they ſwore in a true 

rds Scripture manner. 


be, II. A Man muſt ſwear in JUDGMENT, 4ſenbties 


his or conſiderately, well weighing, and adviſedly con 
all fidering what, and by whom he ſwears ; every 
Oath muſt be taken with Judgment, that is, wit / 


Pſal. 112.5. 


dly knowledg and underſt anding, well conſidering both Pools Anot. 


rds of the 2 and matter of the Oath, that God's. 
ix Name be neither talen in vain, cuſtomarily, or in 
5H- matters trivial, nor abus d by Oaths that are raſh 
nal and precipitant (ſuch as Sauls was, and Herods) 
Ari. and without neceſſity : Oh that God would make 
tha: | people ſenſible of this ! in common Swearing, 
z it | how few underſtand what they (wear ? a moſt 
un dreadful Evil is this, directly fighting againſt 
this Text, which commands all to ſwear in 
H, judgment; in all our Oaths, there muſt be 
le ti ſudgment about two things. ; . 
Un (I.) About the Nature of an Oath in general; 
ten never venture to ſwear if you don't underſtand 
ſte what an Oath is: You muſt know rthar tis a 
de, ſolemn and facred thing, and if you ſwear falſly 
ion 'ewill iſſue in the utmoſt Judgments: We ſhould | 
have Judgment ro know, that an Oath is no 
Y hay © © trivial 


Lev. 8. 4. 
Deut. 5. 1. 


(6) 


{wear ar all; for they are not capable of mak- 


ing a good Judgment about rhe nature of an 


Oath ; ſuch ſhould be kept from ſwearing leſt 
Nehem. 10. they forſwear themſelves : None ſhould take 
25, 29. an Oath but who have knowledg and underſtand- 
ing to make a good Judgment of the Nature of 
an Oarh... - 


(2.) There muſt be Judgment about the ma- 


ter we ſwear, we muſt underſtand what it is a 


we {wear about; all Oarhs ſhould be taken 
with Judgment and Underſtanding abour what 
is ſworn: Alas! How many, underſtanding no- 
thing of ſome matters, will yer venture to take 
their Oarhs about them! Some ſwear for Licen- 
ces of Marriage for others ; ſome will rake ar 
Oath of the value of Goods imported or ex- 
ported; ſome ſwear to a Corps being buried all 
in Woolen, who may know little or nothing of 
theſe things | Others haply ſwear ſuch an one, 
to be the Son of ſuch a Free-man, tho perhaps 
they are Strangers to Father and Son zindeed in 
common Caſes, Oaths are ſo huddl'd, ſo ſlub- 
ber d over, that it is hard to know what is {worn 
ſo as to ſwear in Judgment: How few are there 
that well conſider and underftand the matter o 
Oaths before they take them. Tke ordinary 
Oaths of Pit neſſes, of Free-men, of Conſtables, 
of Jum- men, and of others in Office, it's to be 
fear d, are taken without good Judgment, or 
Underſtanding; ſcarcely are the Words, leaſt of 


all the Matter of them known or underſtood 


they are ſo hurried over both in giving, and 
taking ! But above all, there's a want of Judg- 


trivial thing, bur a matter of the higheſt Con. 
cernment, and Conlequence ; therefore CHhil. P 
dren and Perſons of weak Capacities ſhould not 


they, 


that 
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ment in taking ſuch Oaths, as require Men to 


anſwer | 
OT 


7 | 


anſwer all Queſtions that ſhall be at d, when yet 
perhaps not one of all thoſe queſtions is known 
before-hand; a Man muſt firſt well know what 
he is to ſwear, before he takes an Oarh, elſe he 
can never be ſaid ro {wear in Judgment: An 
Oath of this kind, rending in its (elf, ro inſnare 
People, is moſt carefully ro be avoided by all 


underſtanding Chriſtians. Sir Edward Co 


R 1 nventio 


(the Oracle of the Engliſh Laws) ſays, Such an Diaboli 5 


Oath n the Invention of the Devil to thruſt poor gerruden- 
Souls down to Hell. The godly old Puritans dum ani- 
ſtoutly reſiſted this Oath, ſaying, They that are mas miſe- 

examin d, and bid to ſwear to what ſh 


all be acd rorum ad 


them, cannnot ſwear as they ſhould in Judgment, 1nternos, . 


that is, deliberately and adviſedly, becauſe they 
' know not what they ſwear to: Indeed, no think- 


ing Man, no Chriftian, can take an Oath 
to anſwer, but to what he knows, ſhall be ask'd, 
and as ſome ſay, there is no Law of the Land 
for ſuch an Oath; ſo others ſay, there are Laws 


'P 
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ainſt it. Of which hear what one ſays Ar. Canne 
Touching the Oath, to bind Men's Conſci- Author of 
ences, to accuſe themſelves, and their Friends, the Bible 

The Nonconformiſts profeſs it to be a bloody References. 


Law, moſt damnable aud dangerous, as cruel 


* a racking of rhe Mind as rhe moſt exquiſite 

* Torture of rhe Body can be; this was invent- 
ed by Antichriſt rhro' the Inſpiration of the 
„Devil, that by means thereof, the Profeſſors 
and Practiters of true Religion, might be ſup- 
„ preſs d and aboliſh'd, In very Deed, it is a 


Lawleſs Oath given and taken againſt the Law 


© of Nature, the Command of Chriſt, and expreſs Mat. 18. 


Mord of God; againſt all Equity and Conſci- 
d ence, contrary to the Common Law, the Ca- 
non Law, Counſels, and Imperial Statutes, di- 
''- © rectly contrary ro the Nature of an 


Oath 5 
A 4 be- 


* 
V 


cc beſides ſuch as take it cannot ſwear in 


ment, and Righteouſneſs, but are forc'd either 
* ro accuſe, and betray their Brethren, or by 
„ Perjury to damn their own Souls. — There- 
fore all true Chriſtians will refuſe by all 
means, ſuch unadviſed dangerous Swearing ;and 
ho it ſhould be im pos'd (which by Gods Law 
it goht not) yet mult it be ſtedfaſtly reſiſted, 
as ir hath been by all Conſcientious Chri- 
ſtians, who have rather ſuffer d than ſubmitted 
to it, for chat they cannot ſwear but in Judg- 


ment: Ch how might our hearts ake, to thinx 


what little Judgment there is about the Nature 
and Matter of moſt Oaths! | 


Aﬀemblits III. A Man muſt ſwear in RIGHTEOUS- 


Anotat. 


* 3 25, NESS, or rigbteouſiy, binding himſelf unto no- 
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22. thing by Oath, but what 1 equal and juſt, not 
Mat. 14. 7. making an Oath a Bond of Iniquity ; Swearing 


LES with a full purpoſe to perform what by Oath he s 
Pool's An. oblig'd unto, and being careful accordingly to make 
1 Sam. 28. the ſame good: That none be injur'd by it, that 
10. 


. the things he inpages in, be both lawful and poſſi- 
1 Kings 19. ble, and that he look to the performance; the want 


2 of either of which Circumſtances, make it a Bond 
Eccl. 5. 4,5, of Iniquity. Hereby three things are to be un- 
F. 18. 4. derſtood. 1 


Kaul. 5.33. (1.) Hhat we ſwear muſt be Righteous, ac- 
cording to the Righteous Word of God, we 


ſhould ſwear nothing but what his righteous 


word allows. 


(. 2.) We muſt ſwear righteoufly, ſpeaking the 
Truth from the Heart, determining to act 
Righteouſly according to the Righreous Oath _ 
| we take! our Mouth muſt ſpeak Truth, Wick- _ 
Prov. 8. 6, edneſs ſhould be an Abomination to our Lips, 
7,8. 


all the words of our Mouth muſt be Righteouſ- 


perverſe in them. (3) We 


Judg F 


neſs, there ought to be nothing froward or 
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6 ) We muſt ſwear in Righteouſneſs, that 
r Mics, in our Hearts approving, and with our Bo- 
8 1 conforming to that Righteous form and 
— manner of ſwearing which God preſcribes in 
1] his Word; not only the inward frame of our 
d Soulsin Swearing, bur rhe outward form of our 
v Swearing muſt be in Righteouſneſs ; in a true, 
J, right, and religious manner, according to Gods 
i. Righteous Word! Now of this, I ſhall ſpeak 
d in the ſecond place. 
'- Ihe External Mode or Form of ſwearing i 18 
k a weighty Point to be handled, and I may ſeem 
to go beſide the ordinary, the common way in 
{peaking of it; bur as I ſhall nor ſpeak any 
- thing only becauſe ſome have ſaid it, {o neither 
— ſhall I forbear to ſpeak what I believe, becauſe 
* many have not ſaid it; but as I am taught from 
g Scriprure, ſo ſhall I plainly ſpeak about the Ex- 


ternal form of Swearing. 
© I The Scripture mentions three ſeveral Forms, 
T or outward Actions in Swearing. 
„ I. Laying the Hand under the This ob. 
2 . Kiſſing ; ; and 
da III. G. ing the Hand. 
32 I. One form of Swearing mention'd in Scrip- 
ture, is, Laying the Hand under the Thigh: 
I Thus we find Avraham made his Servant ſwear, 6½. 24. 
'e to perform whar he ſer him about; and ſo Jo- | 


iS ſeph pur his Hand under his Father Jacob's Gen. 47. 
Thigh, when he ſwore that he would not bury 


him in Egypt: Now this form we muſt know to 
xX be peculiar to the Patriarch, or Progenitors of 
h our Lord Jeſus according to the Fleſh ; it had 
(Hin an eſpecial manner, a reſpect ro Chriſts com- 
„ ing from their Loins; and therefore when they 
order d this form to be us'd, 'rwas as if they 


r had ſaid, © Come ſwear by Jeſus Chriſt who 
a 2. ” Is 
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(10) 
© js to come from my Loins, that you willſtand 
* ro what you {ay : On tnis account this form] 


muſt certainly be laid aſide, Jeſus Chriſt beng 9 5 
come into the World as the great Antitype, all 


Types of him muſt ceaſe; that this was Typi- 


cal of Chriſts coming from the Loins of Abra- 


ham and Facob is obvious, in that ths Ceremo- 
ny in Swearing, was never perform d to any but 


the Propenztors of Jeſus Chriſt, tho Foſeph ſwore 
this way to his Father; yer when Foſeph him- 


{elf rook an Oath of his Brerhren, he demand- 


ed not rhis form of them, becauſe he was nor 


a Progenitor of Chriſt ; nor did any other Saints 
from whom Chriſt did nor deſcend, ever re- 


Juire this way of Swearing, it being 1 improper 


for any other than the Progenitors of our Lord, 


ho being now come, this form of Swearing 
muſt needs ccaſe, therefore I ſhall ceaſe ro ſay 


any more of it, ſince none among Chriſtians 
that 1 Know of) either plead for it, or prac- 
tice 1. . 

II. Another way of Swearing, of which we 
read in Scripture, 1s, by Kiſſing 3 and this we 
nd ſpoken, 

Literalh of bat 
Myſtically of good Men. 
Firſt, Bad Men us'd this way literally. Idola- 


ters made uſe of EKiſſing when they ſwore; that 
this was the Cuſtom of Heathen Idolaters o 
kiſs Creatures in Swearing, and worſhipping 
1 King. 19, the Lord tells us, Tet have I left me Seven Thou- 
= | 


ſand in Iſrael, all the Knees that have not bow'd 
unto Baal, and every Meuth which hath not 
kiſſed him; that is, that have nor worſhipp'd, or 


ſwore to, and by al: Ir was the Cuſtom of 


Idolaters to worltiip their Idols, and ſwear by 
Hiding the cm 3 rheretore tl the Holy Spirit ſers this 
down 


(-11 ) 


down as the Sin of Iſrael : Now they Sin more Hoſe 13. 2. | 
and more, and have made them Molten Images of 
their Silver, and Idols according to their own Un- 


Aerſtanding, all of it the Work, of Crafts-men : 
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They ſay of them, let the Men that ſacrifice kiſs 
the Calves. Every Man that came to worſhip 


among them in token that he was a thorough 


Idol Worſhipper, and faithful to them, they 


would have to kiſs the Calves, and thus they 


ſinned more and more, by giving this {ad Sign, 
chat they were hearty Worſhippers of Ferobo- 
am's Calves; hereby they were {worn Caf 
Morſhi ppers, {worn to be loyal to that way of 
worſhipping : This kiiling of Creatures, in a 
way of Worſhip, or as a Medium of Swear- 
ing, is a moſt Idolatrous Practice; therefore 
Fob diſclaims it heartily; If I beheld the Sun 


my Mouth bath kiſs'd my Hand: It was a com- 
mon Sin in thoſe Countries, to worſhip the Sun, 
and to {wear by it: Now becauſe they could 
nor kiſs it, they kiſt their Hand in token of 
their Subjection to it, and Swearing. by it: in 
token of their Reverence ro the Sun and Moon, 
when they {wore by them, they kiſs'd their 
hand: Of this Practice, Fob ſaith two dreadful 
things. 1. It was an Iniquity to be puniſh'd by 
the Judg. 2. By this he ſhould have deny d God 


who M above; © they that ſwear falſly (by a Cary! 


* falſe way) deny God eminently. Now what 
Chriſtian dare uſe a Practice, by which, I. He 


is in danger to be puniih'd by the Judg; and 


2. To deny God above, as they do, who, in 
ſwearing, kils any Creature, be ir never ſo glo- 
rious? Thus we've clearly found this Practice 
of kiſſing a Creature in ſwearing, or worſhip- 

ing 


when it ſhined, or the Moon walking in Bright- 23. | 
neſs, and my Heart hath been ſecretly intic'd, or 


Lev. 20. 


Pſal, 2. 12 


C47] 


ing, to be a moſt Idolatrous Practice; its con- Mh. 


demn'd for Idolatry by the word, and is one 
of rhoſe vain Cuſtoms of the Heathen, which 
we are not to follow: We are commanded ns 


to walk in the way of the Nations who have done 
all theſe things for which God abhor'd them: And 


farther, we are bid not to learn the ways, nor the 


Ter. 10.2. Cuſtoms of the Heathen which are vain; with _ 


ſuch vain Cuſtoms Gods Children will nor com- 
ply ; for God faith of the Seven Thouſand faith- 
ful in 1/rael, that as they would not cow the 
Knee to Baal, ſo neither would their Mourhs 
kiſs him; they would no more kiſs, than bow 


the Knee to a Creature; the Lord make us of 


this faithful Remnant. Amen! 
Secondly, Kiſſing is ſpoken of as to good Men, 

bur then tis myſtically, not literally to be under- 

ſtood; Kiſs the Son left he be angry, and you periſh 


From the way: Tis laid down here as a Token 
' of Worſhip, kiſs the Son, pay homage to 


Chriſt : Hence the Bride ſays to Chriſt, When 


T find him I would s him, then ſhould I not be 


deſpisd : She would kiſs Chriſt as rhe Bride- 
groom of her Soul; ſhe would worſhip him, 
{wear by him, and ſo being loyal to him, he 
would nor deſpiſe her. This is ſo far from al- 


lowing us to kiſs any Creature in Token of 


Subjection to it, or {wearing by it (which is I- 
dolatry) that it commands us to pay that ho- 
mage only to the Son of God, the Lord Jeſus 


Chriſt ; kiſs him, pay homage ro him; -was 


the Cuſtom of Hearhens to kiſs what they gave 
Honour and Subjection to, or what they would 
{wear by: Now faith God, to divert you from 


this wicked Practice, I charge you to kiſs Jeſus 


Chriſt alone, own all your Subjection to him, 


and his Superioricy over you, {wear to him, 


this 


8 


n- his way embrace Jeſus Chriſt ſavingly, and 
ne pay homage to him by Faith, do you embrace 
ch and ſalute him as the Bridegroom of your Souls, 
wt kiſs rhe Son, for he is God over all Bleſſed for 
ne evermore. Amen! We are bid ro kiſs the Son, 
ad to ſwear to him, and by him: This is fo far 
he from excuſing our kiſſing a meer Creature in 


th worſhipping or {wearing, that it ſhows that 
n- Practice to be Idolatrous; if we are command- 
h- ed ro kiſs rhe Son, and allowed only ro kiſs 
ne him in ſwearing, or worſhipping, tis a Native 
hs Inference, that we muſt kiſs no meer Creature 
w when we worſhip, or ſwear : Indeed we read of a 


of a Holy Kiss, or a Kiſs of Charity among the 
Saints of old. as a Symbol of the mutual Love 
and Reſpect they were to bear each other, bur 


r- nothing at all doth the Scripture allow of kiſs- 

2 ing a Creature in worſhipping or ſwearing: 

n Eeiſſing a Creature when we {wear, is worſhip- 

0 ping that Creature, as kiſſing the Son is worſhip- 

n ping him: Swearing and Worſhipping are put 
e for each other; whar Maſes calls wearing, peut. 6.13. 
ZE Chriſt calls worſhipping, ſo that kiiling a Crea- Matt. 4. 10. 
1, ture inſ{wearing, being downright worſhipping 

e that Creature, muſt not be practic'd by Chri- 

' ſtians. 3 
F Bur here ſome are ready to ſay, May we not 
VV the holy Scriptures, or che hoh Evangeliſts, in 

- _ raking an Oath ? I hope I may do that, faith 

S 2 Profeſſor, and nor go beſide the Text, ſeeing 

s this is the Word of God; if twere another 

e Book I would not do it. TCD 

1 I anſwer, Indeed the Scriprures are the word 

of God, and he that doth not own the Scrip- 

5 cures to be the Word of God, blaſphemes God 


, © himſelf: Bur let us confider this Matter a lit- 
, - rle, and beimparrial in the Caſe ; ler us not be 
1 carried 


( 14.) 


carried away by Prejudice, Cuſtom, or by good *. 


Mens Practice; Debate we a little about this 
way of k:/ing the Scriptures in ſwearing : The 
Bible indeed is the moſt Sacred Thing we can 
kiſs here below); yer by it twill appear that ir 
is not to be kiſs d in ſwearing. To evince which, 
conſider theſe fix things. 


I. Let us Remark, whence this Practice f 


ſwearing by kiſſing the Bible comes; Let us track 
it to its Original, and we ſtall find it comes from 
very bad Hands; from the Papiſts : There are 


four things (among many others) that were bor- 


row'd from the Papiſts The Croſs in 
Baptiſm, kneeling at the Lords Supper, the 
eng in Marriage, and Swearing by kiſſing a 
Book; rhele the Diſſente/s have divided, half 
they take as good, and half they leave as bad, 
tho they are all as one to be rejected: Almoſt 
all Diſſenters high and low proteſt againſt the 
Cxoſs in Baptiſm, and ſay that's Superſtition; and 


they proteſt againſt kneeling at rhe Lords Sup- 


per, and they ſay that's Superſtition : A Man 
would wonder how they come to miſs the like 
Cenſure upon the Ring in Marriage, and Kiſſing 
a Book when they take an Oath, ſure theſe are 
equally Superſtiticus with the other; for my part 
I can fee no more Superſtition in the Croſs in 
Baptiſm, or in kneeling at the Lords Supper, 
then] can fee in the Ring in Marriage, and 
ſwearing by kifling a Book, Which is truly 


| ſwearing by the Book, and worfhipping it, and 


therefore full as much to be exploded as the o- 
ther Evil Rites they decline! Oiſſenters ſay, they 
eannot kneel before the Sacrament, for then they 
worſſip it, grounding this upon divers Scrip- 
tures, where praying before is counted as pray- 
ing 
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ſwear, with their Hand and Lip on a Creature 
(tho the Bible) which is more than ro ſwear 
before it ? Surely this is {wearing by it, and fo 
putting that Creature in the place of God, and 

breaking rhe Command which bids us {wear 
only by God. This Evil of worſhipping upon 
a Creature (for ſwearing is a part of Moi ſbip) 


is no whit leſs, yea tis much greater than wor- 


ſhipping only before a Creature; yet alas! whilſt 


way of {yvearing (it hath gon down glib, be- 


ing varniſh'd over with the Sanction or Pretence 


of Law) yet this Evil borrovvs irs Original 


from the Papiſts 5 it came from them, it was 


Relict of rheirs : Of their high Eſteem vvhere- 


of I ſhall give but one Inſtance. Thar Blood- 
"thirſty Papiſt, Thomas Arundel, once Arch-bi- 
ſhop of Canterbury (among other Conſtitutions) 
_ decreed 3 That giving of Oaths ought to be done 


upon the Bock of the Goſpels, contrary to which, 


_ whoſeever doth, &c. ſhall incur the Penalty of an 
Hiereſie, and be pronounced a Heretich : Thus you 
| fee this way of ſvvearing is a Popiſh Conſtituti- 
on, and no Inſtitution of God: Now we are 
. tcommanded to have nothing to do with the Sta- 
\ tures, and the Judgments of the Hearhen ; and 


done 


ject: Now with what Conſcience can ſuch 27. with 


I Chron. 17. 
| > | 
Matth. 4. 9. 
with Zybe 


Exod.20.6, 


the leſſer Evil is ſcrupled by many; how readi- 
ly is this far greater Iniquity run unto by a/ ? 
Tho' people in general have ſvvallovv'd this 


left by them among us, and by us taken up as a 


Fox Mart. 
I Vol. 


I rhink vvithout breach of Charity, I may rank 
_ Papiſts and Heathens together; Papiſts being 
little better, if not much worſe than Heathens 2 
Le ha ve not walked (faith God) in my Statutes, nei- 
ther have ye exereii d my Judgments, but ye have 


Ext“. II. | 
12. 


ö Exod. 23.2. God forbids us to follow a Multitude to do Evil. 3 


Melis 


5 Lev. 18.3. 


gainſt his people of old, and it may as fitly be 
Aaid ro the Charge of others in this Matter: In- 


„ ſtians: We are forbid to follow the Cuſtoms of tbe 
2 Heathen, or to walk in the way of the Nations, who 


CEOs 


Inquirendum 


a Sin it is to borrow a 2 if not an I 


Al 


done after the manner of the Heathen which are 
round about you This is a Charge God lays a- 


deed I hear nor that any Proteſtant Nations uſe 3: 


this Ceremony in ſvvearing beſides our own, and 


Our Neighbours of Scotland have refus'd it; the 


Churches inNew-England have difovvn'd it; nay, fi 
ſome in our own Nation have reſiſted ir, at the Per- 


il of their Liberty and Lives. This indeed is 
the Practice of ch? Heathen, bur not the Practice 
of the Chriſtians chat are round about us; and 
therefore it ſhould not be follow'd by us Chri- st: 71 


were ſpu d out of the Land (as were the Papiſts) neſs | 
for their Sins. Oh hovv fad is it for us to lick up the u 
their Sins for vvyhich they vvere ſpud out? Kiſs t 
Fricnds, tho there be mam do this Evil, yer that 


The great Legiſlator of the Fews (faith one) 
commanded them urterly ro aboliſh all rhe 5 
Inttrumenrs and Utenſils of Idolatry, and not . 
* tc dally in lopping and pruning, but to chop them 
up by the Roots, after the doings of the Land xy; 

of Egypt wherein ye dwelt, ſhall ye not do; af þ 
ter the doings of the Land of Canaan whither tiah 
T bring you ſhall ys not do; neither ſhall you call 
walk in their Ordinances. Moſes Ben Mai- 'Braf. 
mon, with whom agree no {mail Names, aſ- f 
{ures us, Thar this was one Reaſon of many ſiſl'd 
Negative Precepts given to the Fews, as not |; 
to round the Corners of their Beards, Se. name- |; 
* ly, thar they might nor ſymbolize with rhe | of al 
** Idolatrous Nations. Conſider therefore what |he 8 


6c 


Idelatrous Practice from Papiſts, and to keep ir | 


17 J 
up among us; this becomes not the true Fol- 
e ſowers of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt! 

a- 23 II. Conſider that {wearing on a Book by kiſs- 
De ing it, is 4 Practice that hath- been abus'd to 
n- "Profaneneſs and Superſtition ; as it hath a bad 
ſe 3;/e, ſo hath irs uſe been bad; how careleſsly 
1, and profanely do moſt carry it in kiſſing the 
he Book to {wear on it? Tis accounted but a tri- 
y, fling Matter with many, they make nothing of 
er- Jr, they ſcarce know that they are taking an 
is Oath when they kiſs the Book; yea, they 
ice gare this way to teſtify vile Falſnoods, without 
nd any Remorſe, becauſe of the little Solemnity of 
ri- it: This hath further d that Profaneneſs and Per- 


the Jury, becauſe of which the Land mourneth; Jer. 23. 10. 


ph0 and whilſt ſome are thus bolſter'd up in Profane- 
ts) meſs by this Rite, how Superſtitious are others in 
up the uſe of it? Tis to be fear'd that many who 
Kiſs the Bible in ſwearing, know no better, than 
that they ſwear only by the Book it ſelf; and 
21, truly killing the Book looks fo like {wearing on- 
ne) Jy by the Book, chat it ſhould be aboliſh'd for 


the its Superſtition! There was a Creature firſt 2 Kings 19. 


not ſet up for a good End by Gods own Appoint- 4. 


em mem, (the brazen Serpent) to this in proceſs of 


nd time, the people fooliſhly and ſuperitiriouſly 
4j- burnt Incenſe, upon which we find that Heze- 
hen tiab (that great Reformer) aboliſh'd ir, and 
Doi talld ir Nehuſptan, which fignifies a piece of 
" | Braſs ! How well were it if the abus'd Prac- 
al- |tice of ſwearing upon a Book were thus abo- 
any lind ? God forbid that any ſhould fo miſtake 
no! me, as if I thought the Scriptures were to be 
Me- Fzboliſh'd becauſe of rhis evil Practice; fartheſt 
of all is ſuch Wickedneſs from my thoughts, 
the Scriptures will laſt as long as Heaven and 
N FEarth ; theſe ſhall paſs away before one jota or 

: oe) 3 1 


18 
tittle of Gods Law ſhall paſs away; this Book . 
is for ever to be reverencd in its place; tis n F 


the common practice of {wearing upon it, or " 
| kiſſing it in ſwearing, that I with to be aboliſh'q, 
becauſe ir hath been ſo much abus'd ro Super. In. 
ſtition: If a Creature of Gods own Appoin- 1 


ment muſt be aboliſh'd when tis abus d to Su. 
perſtition, ſurely ſuch a Practice as never came 4 
into Gods Heart ro ſer up, ſhould be utter. 
ly laid afide, ſpecially when tis thus grofsl; | 
abus d to Superſtition, This Practice of kiffin: 
a Book in ſwearing is ſo like to Superſtition, 1 
yea, Idolatry it ſelf, that if a Man had a War 
rant ro take up a Superſtitious or Idolatrou 
Rite, I know not how it could eſcape being , 
ſeiz d vpon: Therefore ler ſerious Chriſtian: 1 
think if they ſhould nor like Conſcientious H: 
zelial, lay aſide (not rhe Scriptures , rather le 
us die chan neglect Gods Word; but) this braze: 5 
Cuſtom of ſwearing upon a Book by kiſſing i: 
ſhould Chriſtians touch, taſte, or handle ag 
Su perſtitious Rite? Should we touch with ou 
Fingers, taſte with our Lips, or handle wit 
our Hands what rends ſo much to Profaneneſ ; 
and Superſtition? The good Lord help us u. imſe 
confider this! _ - „ 4 
III. Conſider that this way of taking an Oath, 
by kiſſing a Book the Bible, or any part of if fie ? 
j not ſwearing expreſly by the Name of God, Now gd e 
the Bible tells you, you are ro ſwear by the Nan 
f God alone; and ſuch an Oarh is to iſſue a; 
Marters whatſoever. Let us ſee a few Scrir 


/ 


Name; that is, when you ſwear, or take ag 
Oath, take it in the Name of God; make u 


of his Name; this is as plain as can be; tis nt briſt 


Fai 


ok 1 thou ſhalt ms "ah a Bool, or kiſs the 1 
"I pie, but thou ſhalr ſwear by his Name; there 
aft be Gods Name us d or call d upon by you 
role ſwearing. This Command we have over a- 
I wy Thou ſhalt fear the Lord thy God, him ſhalt 


hou ſerve, to ye ſhalt thou cleave, and ſwear by Deut. 10.20 


du Bis Name : Whara plain Direction is here for 


une ping the Name of God in ſwearing ? Gods 

Fe Name muſt be us d or call'd upon by every one 

200 4n ſwearing. Bur here ſome things are object- 

uy ed, which I fhall labour to give Satisfaction a- 
Wußbour. 

Val Some object, that Gods Name is made uſe of objet. 1 1. 
ron in our common way of ſwearing, for he that 

a gives rhe Oath, adds ar laſt, ſo help you God. 

Tian 


H. t ſhould be alſo laid, ſo help you the Contents 


er le hi Book : Here a Creature is call'd upon 


axe 


the Name of God? But 

- lM 2. This will nor ſolve the Matter ; for the 
h o Name of God muſt be us'd by the Perſon him- 
Wil; chat ſwears. Tis not another Perſons fay- 
ene ng ſo help you God will ſerve the turn; the Man 
us imſelf who ſwears, he muſt call upon rhe 
Oar Name of God, and not he who puts the Oath to 


him; and this we find to be rhe conſtant Prac- 
Sy 5 ju ice of rhe Sainrs in {wearing ; they themſelves 


Nan Eby the fear of his Father T/aac, that is, by the 


Serif 
e Lo 


2 1 And indeed all the Saints us'd this form of ſwear- 


Ing; they did not kiſs the Book, tho they held 
ke Fre Word of God in more Reverence than 


mm "Chriſtians now do; bur they invokd the Nome: 
al ps, 2 | © WY 


„ and ſo by rhe old form 5 the Oath, Auw. 


for help as well as God ; is this Calling only on --- 


us d Gods Sacred Name, Thus Facob {wears Gen. 31.33 


God whom his Father I/ aac fear d. So David x Kings 1. 
ſwore as the Lord liverh ; the ſame way dorh 19. 
Job rake in his ſwearing, as the Lord Jiverh © Job. 27.2. 


Gal. 1. 20. 


Iſa. 65. 15. 


Jer. 12.16. 
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of the Lord when they ſwore ; thus did Pan, 
Now the things which I write unto you, behold. 


before God I lie not. The Man himſelf that 


ſwears, muſt call upon Gods Holy and Reve- 
rend Name ; this is moſt clear from Gods Word, 


He that ſweareth in the Earth, ſhall ſwear by the 


God of T-uth ; he himſelf ſhall uſe the Name ot 
the God of Truth in his ſwearing. And again, 
It fhatl come to paſs that if they will diligently 1 
learn the ways of my People, to ſwear by my Name, L 


the Lord liveth, (as they taught my people to ſwear 
by Baal) then ſÞ 
ple. Here rhe Lord ſets down how they 


were to uſe his Name in an Oath, they mult ſay 
the Lord liveth : God tells them they ſhould not 


uſe the way of the wicked people who {wore 


by kifling a Creature, (as Baal was) but Saints 
ſnould ſwear onhj by the true God, as the Lord 
liveth, calling the living God to Record, invox- 


ing his Name when they ſwear; and if they 


would do ſo, the Lord promiſeth that they 


ſhould be built up among his people, otherwiſe 
iF they would not hearken, but would conti- 
nue their wicked way of ſyvearing by kiſſing a 


Creature; God then threatens that he would 


utterly pluck them up and deſtroy them, even 
the whole Nation. 15 OE 
Bur ſome object farther ; I ſwear by that 


which is of God, the Bible, I kiſs the Bible in 
ſwearing, and not Baal, now the Bible is of 
3% oo  e 
Truly ſo it is, and it appears in this thing to 
do be ſo; in that it condemns not only kiffing oi 


Baal in ſrvearing, but alſo ſwearing by any even 


the beſt Creatures, viz. by the holy City, by rhe 
holy Temple, the holy Altar, yea, the holy Hes- 
ven, and fo conſequently by its holy /e/f ; rhe # 


ll they be built in the midſt of my 


Bible 


= ( 2I ) I | 
ul. Bible forbids any way of ſwearing, but by call- 
old ing God to record: We find Miætures in ſwear- 
hat ing ſeverely condemn'd by God; Iwill (faith 
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the Lord) ſtretch out my hand upon Judah, and 


upon all the Inhabitants of Jeruſalem, and I will 
eut off the Remnant of Baal from this place, and 


the Name of the Chemarims with the Prieſts, and 
them that worſhip the Hoſt of Heaven on the Houſe- 
tops, and them that worſhip and that ſwear by the 
Lord, and that ſwear by Malcom. Now pray 


conſider where their Crime lay; it lay in this, 
that they {wore by a Creature with the Lord; 
they ſwore by the Lord, that was well, bur they 
ſwore roo by Malcom, there was their Sin in 
joyning a Creature with God in their ſwearing. 
Malcom we muſt underſtand, was nor only the 
Name of an Idol, but it comes from the He- 
brew (Melech) fignifying a Ruler, or a King ; 


and ſo this place may be underſtood two 


ways, 


I. That they ſwore by the Life of their King, 
as Joſeph ſinfully did by the Life of Pharaoh): 


Now a King, or a Ruler, is call'd an Ordi- 
nance of God, therefore they might think it 
lawful to ſwear by an Oidinance of God, yea, 
ſuch an Ordinance as God himſelt calls Gods 


(Ive ſaid ye are Gods, ſpeaking of Kings and Ru- Pal. 82.6. 


lers) now might they nor ſwear by the LORD, 
and by theſe Gods 2 Dorh this ſeem a Crime 10 


fwear by the Lord, A and his Ordinance of 
| Rulers 2 Yes truly, God will puniſh them that 
Jon any Creature in an Oath with him; there- 


fore when you plead for your Excuſe, that you 
fwear not by any evil things, but by that holy 


Rule which God hath ſer up to govern you, you 
then run into the Evil here condemn'd by God ; 


and this is the difference between their Sin and 


Zeph. 1. 5 
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Cen. 22.16. 
Iſa. 48.23. 
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yours, they ſwore by, and kiſs d a Man whom 


God had ſer over them, and you ſwear by, and 


kiſs a Book that God hath ſer over you; bur as 
*rwas charg d upon them for a great Evil that 
they mix'd a Creature with God in their Oarhs, 


ſo will it be found a great Evil in us, if we 


join any, even the beſt of Creatures with Gd 


in our Oaths, as they do who ſwear by a Book, 
tho at the tail of their Oath they may bring in 


fo help you God; this indeed is putting the Crea- 


eure in the place of the Creator, or at leaſt here- 
in joyning them nearer together than he hath 
commanded ! 5 

2. By ſwearing by Malcom may be meant, 
{wearing by the way their Kings and Rulers had 


ſet 7 $ When they ſwore, they kept up part of | 


the form which God had appointed, and part of 
that form their Kings and Rulers had made, 
they attended not fully ro Gods Law for ſweat- 
ing, but to Mans alto ; they made Mens Injun- 
Ctions their Rule for ſwearing, as well as Gods ; 


this was their Sin which God would puniſn; 


and this Sin they are guilty of, who for excuſe 
of wrong forms in ſwearing ſay, the Melechs, 
Malcoms, the Kings and Rulers of the Earth, 


have appointed them; whatſoever Mans Laws 


ſay, we muſt ſwear only that way which Ged 


commands, by the Name of God, nor naming _ 

any Creature with him in an Oath: If we ob- | 

ſerve not this Rule, the Lord will puniſh us; 
Iſa. 33. 22. the Lord u our Judge, the Lord s our Ring, the 
Lord ß our Law-giver, and whatſoever he com- 
mands, and only that muſt we do: Now he 
does not only injoyn our ſwearing by this Name 
49.13. alone, bur this way the Lord himſelf is ever | 
1.14. ſaid to ſwear &; and the reaſon is obvious, be- 
Amos 6. 8, Cauſe he can ſwear by no greater, he wears by | 
255 . . | 1 Im- 7 


Jer. 22 5. 
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Chriftians joyn no Creature 


\ himſelf who is greater than all. 


2 the Throne of the Lord: Some would object, as 


Becauſe tis ſaid in Exodus, The Hand upon object. z. 


if God {wore with his hand upon a Creature, 
and therefore ſay they, we may {wear with our 

Hand on the Bible. - 

The Invalidity of this pretence for Swearing Af. 

upon aCreature appears by conſidering only two 


dbhings, 


(i.) That the Throne of God is nothing bur 


his own Glory, and therefore when he is ſaid ro 


he ſwears by his own Glory; ſo the Apoſtle tells Heb. 6. 
us, becauſe He can ſwear by no greater, he ſwore g, Cald 


' by bimſelf. 


{wear with his Hand upon the Throne, tis meant 


13. 
b ee 
There 1s no Creature great enough aud Ara- 


for God to ſwear by, therefore when he is ſaid bick ſaith 
to ſwear with his Hand upon his Throne, it is to Pool. 


be underſtood only of his own Glory : For Gd. 
{wears only by himſelf. 
(2.) The moſt Judicious Exprſitors, and our 


Margent do read it, according to rhe Hebrew, 
more exactly thus; Becauſe the Hand | that is to 
| ay, of Amalek] was upon or againſt) the Throne 


of the Lord, or his Glory in his Church and 


with Amaleh, So faith Poo! 
Fand of Amalel was ſtretcht forth againſt the 


Fo Dutch, 
Ainſworth, 
Trap. 


People, therefore the Lord would have War 
- * Becauſe the 


© Throne of the Lord, that is againſt God him- 
 * ſelf: As faith rhe Margent, Becauſe the Hand 


z- 66 elk 7 1 72 52 
ef Amalek againſt rhe Throne of the Lord, 


* therefore the Lord will have Var with Amalek. 

And this Tranſlation ſcems moſt probable, Xx 7 
* 1. Becaule it exactly agrees with the Hebrew D 
* Words, and the Order in which they are va 


© placd, 


U 
2. It makes the Coberence more clear Tm 


B 4 than 


* 0 . 
"y ( 24) 


would have War with him: Thus we ſee this 
Text gives not rhe leaft countenance for uſing 
the Interpoſition of any Creature in Swearing, 
&;, bowever it hath been miſerably wreſted by ſome 
N to ſo evil an end. 


taking an Oath by ing the Bible; 7s not the 
Seripture a Creature? Ir is not the Eternal, Im- 
mortal, Inviſible God, without beginning, or 
without end, hut it is his Creature: The Scrip- 
ture indeed contains the Will of God reveal'd 
to us, but the Book it ſelf on which the Hand 

is laid in ſwearing, is made up of many things; 

Ink, Paper, Paſte-board, Leather, Sc. and fo 


to be ſeriouſly conſider d, the Bible being bur 
a Creature, and we being to ſwear by no Crea- 
ture at all, we muſt not {wear by it: For our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and the Apoſtle James ex- 
Nat. f. 34. preſsly forbid ſwearing by a Creature in the 
Jam. 5. 12, Command, ſwear not at all, We are by Name 
forbid to ſwear by fix Creatures, ro which we 
Mar. 5. ch. may well add the Bible as a ſeventhb'. We muſt 
with ch.23 not {wear, 
I. By Heaven, tho it be Gods Throne, 
2. Nor by the Earth, tho it be Gods Footſtool. 
3. Nor by Jeruſalem, tho it be Gods City. 
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for we cannot make one Hair black or white; 
Oh let rhoſe abominable ones conſider this that 
abuſe Nature by wearing inſtead of their own, 
Hair of a different Colour and Sek! 
5. Nor by the Temple, tho it be Gods Sanctuary. 
6. Nor by the Altar, tho it be for Gods Mor- 


Jrip. | | * There- 
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* rhan our Tranſlation doth 3 the former part 
* of the Verſe containing the reaſon of the latter, 
becauſe Amalek was ſo malignant, the Lord 1 


IV. I would propoſe this Conſideration againſt . 


is a Creature with a Witneſs. Now this oughr 


4. Nor by our Head, tho it be Gods Work ; | 


. 


We; 7. Therefore neither by the Bible, tho ir be 
Gods Book ; there's as little Reaſon for ſwear- 
ing by ths, as by thoſe. 


But more diſtinctly, yet to ſhew, That we 


muſt not ſwear by any tho the moſt holy Crea- 
ture; know that four of theſe Creatures in 
ſome ſenſe were as great as the Bible, and yer 
we find expreſsly that they were not to be 
ſworn by. If we muſt not {wear by the holy 
City, the holy Temple, the holy Altar, and the 
holy Heaven, no more may we {wear by the 
| holy Bible. The holy City figur d out the Church 


of Chriſt ; the holy Temple was a Type of the 


Church, and Perſon of Chriſt; rhe holy Altar 
figur'd out the Atonement of Chriſt ; the holy 
Heaven of Heavens is the glorious Reſidence of 
God himſelf: Yer we are expreſsly forbid to 
ſwear at all by any of theſe holy Creatures; 

And why ſo? Truly becauſe theſe, tho ſo ho- 
ly, are no more but the Creatures of God, and 

not God himſelf ; and therefore they are not to 

be {worn by, not to be sd in ſwearing. Nay 
further yet conſider, our Lord doth as it were 
ſay, tho when you ſwear by rhe holy City, you 
{wear by the God of it; tho when you ſwear 
by the holy Temple, you {wear by that God who 
dwelleth there; tho when you {wear by the 
holy Altar, you {wear by Chriſt who ſanctify- 
eth it; tho when you {wear by the holy Hea- 
ven, you {wear by the Throne of God, and 
- him tharſerson it; yet tis not lawful for you 
to ſwear even by theſe holy Creatures, tho at 
the ſame time you {wear by God through them; 
you muſt ſwear only by God himſelf, and not 
buy any Creature how holy ſoever, becauſe tis 
but a Creature. Hence Chriſt forbids us to 
ſwear by Jeruſalem, for tis but the City of the 
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great King, and not the King himſelf, and 
therefore it cannot be {worn by; neither muſt 
we ſwear by the Temple or the Gold of it; 


for tho God dwells there, yet 'tis not God him. 


ſelf ; we muſt not ſwear by the Altar, nor by 
the Gift of it, for tis not God; nor yet muſt 
we ſwear by Heaven, tho it be Gods Throne, 
becauſe tis only his Throne, and not God him- 
ſelf, therefore you can'r ſwear by it. Now con- 
ſider this, when you {wear upon the Bible, you 


fay it is the Mord of God, tis true; and there- 


fore for that very Reaſon, becauſe 'ris Gods 
Word, and not God himſelf, vou muſt no: 
ſwear by it; and truly 'tis in ſome ſenſe a 
greater Sin to ſwear by Gods Mord, than by 
any of the other holy things, becauſe Gods 
Word moſt expreſsly fordids kitling a Creature 
in ſwearing, or ſwearing by, or with, or upon 
any Creature, tho the beſt of Creatures: Tho 
the Scriptures be the Word of God, they are 
only the Word of God, and not God himſelf ; _ 
therefore ſhould we nor ſwear by them; the 
ſame Argument holds as good againſt kiffing 

Gods Mord in (wearing, as againſt ſwearing by 
Gods City, or Temple, or Altar, or by Heaven; 
for as they are only Gods City, Dwelling, Altar, 
Palace, and not God himſelf, fo they are not to 
be ſworn by; and thus the Bible being on 
Gods Word, and not God himſelf, is nor there- 
fore ro be ſvvorn by, or ro be kiſsd in ſvvear- 
ing: To kiſs the Bible in ſvvearing, is to break |. 
Gods Command; Thou fhalt perform thy Oaths 
only to the Lord, that is, uſe his Name alone in 


ſwearing ; kiſs 10 Creature when you ſwear ; | 


that which ſome would pretend as their Excuſe 
for ſvvearing by the Scriprure, becauſe tis Hh. 
ly, and of God; That Chriſt makes a Reaſon _ 


5 


627 


why we ſhould nor ſyvear by Creatures, be- 


cauſe they are only of God, and not God him- 
; ſelf. Now God himſelf, and no Creature being 
to be ſworn by, and the Scripture being but 
Gods Creature, and not God himſelf, we muſt 


not ſyvear by it; this (T lay) is the principal 


meaning of that Command of Chriſt; Swear not 
at all; it plainly intends, Swear not at all by any 


Creature; be it never ſo pure, never ſo holy, 


yet ſwear not at all by it; and this alſo is a 
meaning of what James faith, Above all 
things my Brethren, ſwear not at all, neither 
by Heaven, for tis but a Creature; nor by the 
Earth, for that's but a Creature; and ſwear by 
no other Oath ; that is, {wear by no other Crea- 


Jam.5.12, 


ture; either this laſt Paragraph muſt mean, © 
{wear not in any Caſe, which few think ro be 


ear; 


the ſenſe of the place, or it muſt mean, ſwear * 


n Oath by any Creature whatſcever ; and truly - 


this I rake to be the genuine Meaning; We 
; muſt not ſwear by any Creatures, but by God alone Jer. 4. 2 
* excluſively of any Creature: J hope by Creature 1 


* 
<2. 
PE 

2 
3 
3 


Gee Pool on 


you underſtand every rhing to be meant rhar is 


not the CREATOR. Tho the Bible is the 
; moſt Holy of all Books, and to be had in due 


Reverence by us, yet how can we {wear by it, 


ſince tis but a Creature? God give us Grace ſo 
far to reverence it, as to mind What it faith, 
when it forbids us to ſwear by any Creature, and 
conſequently by zz ſelf. This was the Apo- 
reak 
Laths 
2 in 


ſtle Paul's Judgment; For Men verily ſwear by Heb.6.16. 
the greater; and an Oath for Confirmation is an = 


end of Strife, This Text, is the chief that's bro'r 
in the New Teſtament, to prove the Lawfulneſs 
cuſe 

Ho. 
aſon 


of ſvvearing: Now pray mark there are two 
things as much taught here as the Lawfulneſs of 
an Oath (however oycriook'd by moſt.) 1. The 

| Seaſon 


(28) 


Seaſen of it, an Oath muſt only be taken when 
ttis to end Strife. 2. The true form of an OQatj; 
tis to be taken by God, verily Men muſt ſwear 
by the greater, that is, not by any Creature, and 
ſo not by the Bible, but by Ged who is greater 
than all. Indeed ſome pretend they kiſs the 
Scripture, in reſpect to it, not {wearing by it, 
but to kiſs the Scripture is ſwearing by it; and 
ſo they intended it who bro'r in this form, vhen 
they made the Oath conclude, ſo help you God, 
and the Contents of thr Book; this tho not al- 
ways ſaid, is part of the form in taking an Oath _ 
by kiſſing the Scripture, and therefore the Hand 
is laid on the Scripture, as calling that to Wit⸗ 
neſs with God; yea, often a ſmall part of the 
Scriprure, the Goſpels only ſo call d, or the New 
Teſtament at moſt ; (nor to ſay that ſometimes 
an Almanack, or ſome other Boo, is held forth 
to be kiſs d in taking an Oath ; This is fo far 
from reverencing the Word of God arighr, that 
tis affronting and contradicting it; for the Scrip- 
ure forbids us to ſwear by the beſt of Creatures, 
and commands us to {wear only by God himſelf: 
A notable Paſſage we have about this in Nehe- 


Nehem. 13. 7774, when he would rake an Oath of the 
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25. people, he made them ſwear by God ; they had 
the Scriptures, and reverenc'd them in their 
plwzsace, bur they ſwore not by kiſſing them, but 
y God alone : This is writ for our Inſtruction, 
to reach us to {wear only by God, and not by 
God, and his Book, perhaps ſome may ay, 
thu is à very ſmall Matter, and need nit be inſiſt- 
ed on ſo long; but I tell you, “ a thing of the 
higheſt Conſequence, and ought to be moſt ſerious- 
ly pondered by us : The Apoſtle holds this ſo ſa- 
cred a Matter, that the ſame Warrant he gives 
for any ſwearing, he makes as binding a Fe 


(29) 


for ſwearing only in a right manner. Verily Heb. 6. 16. 
when we ſwear it muſt be by God alone who is 
greater than all, and not by any Creature; we 
muſt ever ſwear by rhe greater, never by the leſs, 


And here take notice that as hath been often 


obſerv'd by Learned Men, if work, "con, before 
an Object, is worſhipping of that Obje 


by * Ste Deu 
the ſame Rule ſwearing upon a Book, which is 26. 10. 


more than before a Book (making that efſential Plal. 22.27, 
to an Oath) muſt ſurely be worſhipping of the _ 29. 


Book; which brings me to the next Conſidera- 1 9 
tion againſt ſwearing by kiſſing the Book. N * 


V. Conſider that to kiſs in religious Act ions, i Rey. 4.10. 


7 to worſhip ; That an Oarh is a moſt Religious 15.4. 


Performance all muſt grant that underſtand any 
thing of the nature of it: To ſwear and to wor- e # 


ſhip are in Scripture alternate Expreſſions of one 
and the ſame thing; therefore ro ſwear by kiſs- 
ing the Book, is ro worſhip the Book, The 
Word [Tigoozevriw] ro wo ſhip, comes of [wa] 
to h, ® quia mos antiquus adorands erat ofcu- So Rera, 
Lando que fuit demiſſiſſima Adoratio. The old River, 
way of weſhippins being to kiſs 3 therefore Grotius, 
ing a Creature in worſhip, is worſhipping that Leigh, 
Creature. Hence kiſſing the Book in ſwearing Simſon, 
may well be faid to be 4 worſhippiny of the Cc. 
Bock, which is flat Idolatry, giving the homage 
due unto God alone, to a Creature; ſo ſetting 
up the Creature in the place of the Creator, God 
cover all bleſſed for ever; tis robbing God of 


his Glory, and beſtowing it on the Creature, an 


Iniquity of which whoever are guilty, he will | 

by no means hold them puiltleſs, * Religious Dy, Fulk, 

Adoration is expreſsly forbid ro any Crea- _ 

__ * rure, or Image of Creature by the ſecond 
_ _ *® Commandment in the Hebrew Term, and by 
_ * the Words of our Saviour Chriſt in the 


« Greek; 


C305 


YMat. 4.10» © Greek; and indeed we are bid only ro wor- 
5 ſhip che Son by kiſſing: Kis the Son (and him 
pſal. 2. 10. Only) leſt he be angry. It is here richly worth 7 
our while ſolemnly to conſider, if this way ef 1 
ſwearing by the Hand on a Book, is not meant FA 
by the Markin the right Hand, which theBeaſt 8 
5 impoſerh upon all, and which whoſoever beareth, 2 
| Rev. 14, the ſame (without unteign'd Repentance) ſhall FT 
10, 11. drank off the Wine of the Wrath of God which « © & 
_ poured out without Mixture into the Cup of b 
Indignation. Conſider this ſeriouſly, and then 11 
{ee how you can lay your Hand on, and kiſs e 0 
Book in ſwearing, that is to ſay, worſhip it, 02 
without pulling down upon your Head the 7 
Wrath of God to the uttermoſt, for he will no: 17 
give his Glory to any, nor his Praiſe to the beſt 1. 
Catyl. of Creatures! © The Glory of God is ſuch a Flow- ** 
. ** er of hi Crown, as God will not part with in te met 
leaſt to any Creature. e 
VI. In the /af? place conſider, the Holy Scrifſ- 
Lev, 19.12. tire hath determin d poſitively that if we ſwear 18 
Flalſh God will puniſi us: Te ſhall not ſwear (ſaith 3 
the Lord) by my Name Falſh; neither ſhalt thru 
profane the Name of thy God, I am the Lord. T1 
There are two ways of {wearing falſly by God's 
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Name. | : 
1. When the Matter we ſwear is falſe, when 4 
we {wear a Lic, or perform not the Good, 41 
that we ſvvear, this every one condemns as 4 
Perjury ; yet this Abomination of Perjury, as 45 


i 
=” 
PA 


many wretched Apoſtates are clogg d with the ar 
Guilt of it, ſo many vile Preachers do encou- 
rage them in it, who without Repentance A 
will periſh together! e 1 

2. We ſwear falſly when the manner of our af 


 fvvearing is wrong: Swearing fallly, is nor to 
be confin'd only to falſe Matter, but it muſt al- 87 


ſo 7 


ſo be inlarg d to falſe manner for ths is like- 


Or- 75 . » . . 

- Ewiſe condemnd by God in his Word: No 

Im 23 | . | 
+ Scriprure ſhould be contin'd ro ſuch a private In- 2 Pet. 1.20: 


. 7 rerpretation, as if only one thing was meant by 
it, when more may be well underſtocd agree- 
at ably to the Rule of Faith, Now the Sin of 
i; Svuvearing falſly, we are to know, lies as well 
„ in the manner, as in the matter: When we 


-36 :ſyvear by any other form than God hath inſtiru- 
% ted, then we {wear faiſly, and this God counts 
hen 2 vile Profanation of his holy Name, not only 
il when Men ſwear falſly as to the matter of an 


: Oath, bur alſo when they ſwear in a falſe man- 
the ner ; this is ſuch a Sin, chat God asks, how ſhall Jer. 3. 9, 
] pardon thee for this? Thy Children have forſaken | 


beft me, and have ſwore by them that are no Gods ? 
„ Here lay their great Sin, they ſwore by them that 
% were no Gods ; Now you cant ſay the Scripture 
is God; tis indeed the Word of God, bur tis 
rip God himſelf; you therefore in ſwear- 
56, ing by that which is nor God, do commit ſuch 
airh 2 Sin, thar God asks how he can pardon for ir? 
%% Io ſwear by the Sun, tho tis a great and glo- 
„, Flous Body ; to ſwear by Heaven, tho tis the 


„Throne of God; to ſwear by the Bible, tho tis 


9 the Word of God (ſince none of theſe things 

hen ate God himſelf) this is ſuch a provoking Evil 

god. in the Eyes of the Lord that he ſeems to be at 

© % aLoſs how to pardon it! Mil you Steal, Mur- Jer. 3. 3 
x der, and commit Adultery, and ſwear falſly, and 

9 * bun Incenſe unto Baal, and walk after other Gods, 

ou. whom e know not 2 Swearing falſly ro God, he 

nco Counts as great a Sin as Their, Murder, and 

© » Adukery ; by ſvvearing falſly underſtand not 

ON only falſly as to the matter of Swearing, but 


alſo as to the manner and form of Swearing ; a 
Tal. great Sin indeed this is, and not to be excus d, 
ſo g | the 


A 


jo 


cile theſe two ſeemingly different Places confider | 

that Bechell or Bethaven and Gilgall were Places 
of falſe Worſhip, and there they ſwore in a fa 
way, tho they {wore the Lord livetb, yet they 


I 
3 ) 
S Godina wrong manner is here forbid ; its the 
juſt Opinion of all Commentators, I've ſeen on 


Am.8.14. 


Hoſ. 4. 15. 


by God, Thou 


ing, thy God O Dan liveth? Why 


1 


the Lord give us to conſider of it: We 
have another clear Text to this purpoſe; 


Tho thou Iirael play the Harlot, yet let not 
Judah offend, come not ye into Gilgall, nei- 


ther go ye up to Bethaven, nor ſwear the Lord 
liveth: This Text at firſt view ſeems to forbid 
Swearing by ſaying the Lord liveth, bur it on!) 
ſeems ſo to do; this way of ſwearing was injoyn'd 


Scripture cannot be broken, therefore to recon- 


{wore in a falſe way, that is, by Kiſſing the Calves, 


they worſnipt not the Calves when they Kiſt 
them (they were not fo Calviſh) no, they 
worſhipr God by the Calves, and ſwore by 
God ; they {wore the Lord liveth, as if they | 
had ſaid, ſo help you God, where then was the 
Fault? It lay in this, that the ourward Form 
they us'd in Swearing, was to kiſs the Calves, 
now God here forbids going up to thoſe Places, | y 
and complying with them, that {wore a right: 


Oath in a wrong manner; Swearing by the true 


this Text, that we muſt not Swear a true Oath in 
4 wrong manner: Again, we find what God 


faith to this, they that Swear by the Sin of Samaria, 


and ſay thy God O Dan liveth, and the manner of | 
Beerſheba liveth, even they ſhall fall, and never | 


riſe up again; Now pray conſider, doth not 


the God of Dan live? There is but one God, 


and he that is the God of Dan is the God of the 
whole Earth, where then lay their Sin in Swear- 
here was 


their 


ſhalt ſwear the Lord liveth ; and 


3 | 
+: 
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their Sin, when they were ro Swear, they did 
not take that Method which God had appoint- 


ed, and therefore God calls it the Sin of Sa- 


aria, and the manner of Beerſheba, which were 


chief Cities of the Apoſtare I/7aclites, who fer 
up falſe Worſhip, and ſwearing in a wrong 


manner, by kiſſing the Calves ; therefore ro 
ſwear by kiſſing the Calves ar Dan, to uſe the 
5 | 3 5 . 

manner they us d at Beerſheba or Samaria, this 


Was a Sin, tho they ſwore right Matter, and by 
the living and true God roo, yer becauſe they 
S$ | mixt a Creature with God, they did nor {wear 
in a right manner; their Medium was wrong, 
 *rwas kiſſmg a Creature: This was the manner 


of Beerſheoa, and the Sin of Samaria ; and for 


compliance with this Cuſtom, God threatens 
them grievouſly: The Lord help us to lay ro 
beart, how much he ſtands upon the ourward 
form in ſwearing ; if we ſay the Lord liverh, fo 


help me God, and the Contents of the Book, and 
ſo mix a Creature with God in our Oarhs, we 
mall provoke him to Wrath. You have another 
very awful Scripture on this Occaſion, the Pro- 
phet Zechariah fees a large flying Roul full of 
| Curſes on every Side, ready to enter the Houſe 
of vile Sinners, and eſpeczally into the Houſe of 
him that fweareth falſly by Gods Name, and there 
it ſhould remain in the midſt of his Houſe, and 
it ſhould conſume ir with the Timber and Stones 


wrong Manner, you ſwear falſy; whatſoever is 
not authoriz'd by the true God in his Word is 
falſe; now if you {wear Ffalfly God will make 


che Curſe to fly upon you. Confider this, you 


that dread falſe {wearing as to the Matter, and 


Tech. 5 


thereof. If you ſwear by a wrong Form, in a 


learn equally to dread falſe {wearing as ro the 


| Manner of an Oath, Once more turn to Mala- 
Z | | E” che 


: Objeft- I, | 


Anſw. 


- Aſpect upon all that are perjur d eſpecially Apo. is ſo 


9 34 * 
chi and you may ſee this is a Sin of that heinous 
Nature, that it is rank d with Abominarions 
moſt hateful to God ; ſaith he, I will come near 
to you to Judgment, and I will be a ſwift VWitne/: 
againſt the Sorcerers, and againſt the Adulterer:, WB ſoey 
and againſt falſe Swearers, and againſt thoſe tha: mat 
1 the Hireling in his Wages, and the Widow, com 
and the Fatherleſs, and that turn afide the Stran. giou 
ger from his Right, and fear not me ſaith the Lord be a 
of Hoſts ! As theſe Texts have a moſt dreadſi hin 


ſtates,who are forſworn in the Covenant of God, fore 
over whoſe Head hang all rhe Curſes of his Wor 
Word, ſo do they threaten all that ſwear in « part 
wrong manner, which from holy Writ we do for 
find ro be no rrifling thing. We muſt not ſwear Serv 
by the moſt great and glorious Creatures, ſince js ter 
they are but Creatures, and not God himſelf; What 
there is #20 Creature great enough to {wear by, Teligi 
becauſe there is a CREATOR greater than the li 
all; therefore we muſt ſwear on/y by God him. jndee 
ſelf; Men verily (faith the Holy Spirit) ſwear! thing 
by the greater, only by him who is greater thai. do ey 
all, the Creator of all; elſe they {wear falfly, to his 
and incur his Wrath, to ſwear by any Creature muſt 
tho it be Gods Word, is not to {wear by the 1 
greater, therefore it is ſwearing falſly ! 2 
Bur here haply ſome may obje& (like Fudas in ; 
another Caſe) what need all this waſte © With! 
Words ? Swearing, is after all, but a Civi 7 I 45 
TT Ein = | there 
Sorry indeed am I for their Ignorance, wh: Forcin 


ſay an Oath is but a Civil Thing ; if they kno the H. 


no better, I am ſure they can't ſwear to thi plead 
Lord in qudgment, they can make no right us Ci 


ment of an Oath, and fo are in no caſe fit 1 «T 
wear; 2 great many Things are call d Civ: 
*V'K Things At. 


23 


Things by ſuch as know not what a Civil 
Thing is, al! things belonging ro a Chriſtian 
Barc Religious, whether he eat, or drink, what- x Cor. 10; 
ever he dorh, he is to do all in a Religious 31. 
«| F: manner, to God, in Chriſts Name; and if the 
w. common Actions of Chriſtians ſhould be Reli 
n. giouſly perform'd, much more ſhould an Oz th 
d be accounted a moſt religious Matter; if any 
ul thing in the World is a religious ching an Oath 
pol 1550; it is part of the Worſhip of God, rhere- 
dd, fore what Moſes calls Swearing, Chriſt calls 
his Worſhipping. Swearing is ſuch an eminent 
% part of Religious Worſtip, that it is often pur 
do for the whole Worſhip of God. The whole 
eat Service or Confeſſion of Chriſt in his Church 
nce is rerm d a earing: Hence Paul calls confeſſing. Rom. 14. 11 
f; What I/ai aß calls ſwearing ng. If am thing be a Iſa. 45. 23. 
by, religious Act, Iam {ure chat / is ſwearing by 
han the livi ing God, calling him to witneſs; and 
im- indeed a8 1 Haid before) to a Chriſtian every 
Pea! Thing 18 Religious; he muſt eat and drink, and 
han do every ching! in che Name of God, that 18, 
Illy, o his Glory, and by his Word, much more 
rute muſt he fwear thus 
the If any farther obje&, that our Legiſlators Object. 2. 
have ſet up this form of ſwe earing, by kifling a 
[as in Book, and therefore we are bound to comply 
e d with them! in it. 
Civil I anſwer, haply upon a narrow Inspection Au 
there will be found 1 Law in this Nation in- 
wle Forcing this Practice of Swearing, by laying. 
nov the Hand on, and kiffing of a Book, it can 
o thi plead only C uſt om. 
4:4 © Cuſtom that all the World to Slavery brings, 
„That dull excuſe for doing filly things! 
* Cuſtom that Wiſdom often over-rules, 
And ſerves inſtead of Reaſgn to rhe Fools: 
0 2 ud 
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8 
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Col. g. 175 


Practice, we muſt know that all Obedience 1 


r 


But what if Cuſtom hath made it as current {Wwe 
as a Law, yea, tho' there were a Law for this we. 
Wow 
only in the Lord; it is to be contined to Goa: i 5 mor. 
Word, from thence we are to take tho meaſure Ino o 


Deut. 12.32 of all our Duty; What thing ſoever 1 command wal 


5 Iz, 33 22. 


Mat. 18. 
Tia, 8. 40. 


you (daith rhe Lord ) ob{:rve to do it, thou ſhalt on t 
not add thereto, nor diminiſh ther efrom. No by C 
Man hath Power co make Laws oppoſite to Wra 
God; the Lord alone is our Lawpiver or Sta- it is 
tute- Maker; in vain therefore do Men M orfoip what 
God by obeying thoſe Commands which are not of mull c 
| God, and following other Traditions; to the Boo 


5. 5. Law, and to the Teſt imony, if they ſpeak Not ac-· God 


cording to them, . becauſe there 5 no Light in and : 


| them.” *Tis the Word of God only that is tc hou] 


Acts 4. 19. 
with 5. 29. 


order all our Actions; therefore in all Caſe If 
Chriſtians are to ſay, Judge ye whem we ought te this 
obcy, God or Man, Whoſe Laws ought we to fol- Ia 
low, Gods or Mens? + ought ſurely to ole) in thi 
God rater than Man It behoves Chriſtians of to do 


all ranks to ſer God and his Word only, and at after 


all times before them, and no farther to follow © Ev 
any Laws than they have their Sanction from “it; 
Gods holy Nord: In every Caſe wherein à us 
Chriſtian is commanded any thing that comes lov 
in competition with, or runs counter to Gods up 
Word, we have an anſwer in readinefs ; Be, car 


Dan. 3. 18, known. unto thee O King (ſhould we ſay) that we Ver. 


| n. 


will not ferve thy Gods, nor worſhip the Golden nor 
Image that thou haſt ſet up ! We ought always| Pu 
to pay the chief Deference to Almighty God, Holloy 
in whom we live, move, and have our being Bu 
Tis what he faith in his Word that muſt be the, good ] 
 Srandatd for us to follow ; God is the only King Si a 
and Lord of Conſcience ; : he s thy Lord, and 

worſhip thou him 3 I. will not excnſe us to ſay, elle j 

wc 


nt 
„ | 


49 more if we prefer Men's 
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in this Caſe, we are not to follow a Multitude 1 
to do Evil; we muſt nor walk after Men, bur Ex, 23. 2. 
after God: 


| Eri to lay many do it, or our Fore-fathers did 


(37) 

we are deliverd up to do this Abomination, 
we can't help it, the Law enjoyns it; God will 
@ puniſh us it we joyn Malcom with him ; much 
Statutes to * 97 
no other Rule ſave the Word of God let us 
walk; no Law of Man whatloever is binding 
on the Conſciences of any bur what is inforc'd 
by Gods Law: We ſhould rather ſuffer Mens 
Wrath, than Sin againſt Gods Law! Indeed 
it is a Maxim in the Law of the Land, that 
whatever Law 1s contrary to the Law of God, 1 


null and void; Surely then if ſwearing upon a ON the 
Book by kiſſing be no way authoriz d by Poſtſcript. 
God's Law, it is of no force to a Chriſtian; - 
and as it ſhould not be requird, ſo neither 
"ſhould it be perform'd. 
If any ſay there are a great many found in Obit, 2 
this Practice of ſwearing by a Book. Mer Mp 
l anſwer it may be ſo, bur our Rule is clear nfs 


„Ir is no excuſe to us when we do 
Caryl on 


it; Antiquity and Univerſality will nor bear b 31. 


us out in Error; a godly Man dares not fol- 
low a Afaultitude to do Evil, he will nor take 
up Superſtitious Cuſtoms upon truſt, either be- 
cauſe they have been long us d, or are uni- 
verſally us d; Example is no Plea againſt Rule, 
nor Antiquity againſt Truth, A Chriſtians 
ury tis, to follow no Man farther than he 
Follows Chriſt. 
Bur ſay ſome, there are both great Men, and object 4. 
good Men that do thus. | 
I anſwer great Men, and good Men, and wiſo if. 
Men may in ſome things be miſtaken ; ſo Elihy 
Jells us, Great Men are not always wiſe, ag Job 32 . 
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| On Jam. 4. 


44 
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cc 


do the Aged underſtand Judgment : And David 
tells us that he was wiſer than his Teachers, Who 
Pl. 119.98. were Old Men to him; Thou thro thy Command. 
5 ments haſt made me wiſer than mine Enemies: 1 
have more underſtanding than all my Teachers: 1 


* 5) 
FN 
5 

he 


TI 


7 4 x 2 A 3 5 
unaerjtana more than the Antients; How o | 


Becauſe I kzep thy Precepts : Becauſe he minded 
the Word of God, which they did not, he waz 
wiſer than they; they are wilcit that walk clo. 
leſt ro Gods Word. Tell us not What great 
Men and wiſe Men ſay; but what faith the 
_ great and wiſe God; what hath he told us in 
tis Word ? J hope we've learnt to pay ſo much 
acterence to God, as not to put the Judgment 
and Authority of the beſt Men in competition 44 
with his Judgment and Authority; wharſoeve: | 
he ſaith, we are to do, we muſt obey him ful- 
ly, and follow Jeſus in a/ that he commands in 
the Holy Scriptures, 1 might indeed here tell 


L : 0 


ſhip, muſt be allow'd, bur ſuch as Chriſt 


hath appointed (ſaith Dr. Manton Antiquii) 
without Scripture is no ſure Rule ro walk by.“ 
we muſt not look to whar others did before 
us, but what Chriſt did who is before all HH 


Ihe letting up another Law-giver is“ 


properly Anti-chriſtlanim: Well then, hear 


no Voice bur Gods in your Conſciences, no 
eres in the Church bur Chrifts. Let me 


' * | ER 
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Jem. 
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5 | : they 
you there are more great, and good, and wiſe 
Men, haply among Proteſtants that diſlike, and 
1e not, than that approve of, or uſe this Cuſtom 
of ſwearing upon a Book by kiſſing it; fer 
Countries beſides this, and ſuch as are Popiſh, 
ale this form; bur J bring not Men to you for 
your Rule, but the 7rd of God; let us fol- 
Cor. 11,1, IW no Men any farther than they follow. 
| Chriſt. '* No Offices, Inſtitutions, and Wor-. 


well 
Vor 
a WI 
vou. 


that 


$5.8, 


1 -loſe this with a Scripture or two more, £0 

„ow, That in all things which God hath ſaid 

1 (and o in this Caſe of ſwear ing) we muſt be cir- 

8 an not running hand over head, but ſo- 

61 ber ly conſider what we do. In all things that 
wel. I have ſaid unto you (ſaith the Lord) be circum- Ex. 23. 13. 

vas! pee, and make no mention of the Names of other 


1c. Gods; neither let it be heard out of thy Mouth: 
„When you ſwear, uſe not the Name of any 


+, Creature bur of God, and him alone; {wear by 

i no Creature whatſoever ; Let none of ho ima- 

ich Zine Evil in your Hearts againſt his Neighbour, 
nl and love no falſe Oaths, for all theje are "things Zet 8. 47 
85 that I hate, ſaith the Lord; We ſhould nor love, 

but ſhould hate ev ery falſe Oath, falſe for mat. 

VCI 

ter, or falſe for manner. God condemn d the 

25 Jews, for that they iwore fa!ſly, tho rhey faid, 

2 5 the Lord liveth ; ; here God condemns them tho Jer, 5. 2. 
ie they uſe good Words, for ſwearing amis as 

og Well in form, as in thing; tho you uie good 
Words in ſwearing, yet it you {wear falſly in 

55 a wrong form, Gods Anger will go our againſt 


ll vou. Now let us upon the whole conclude, 
„  tharno way of raking an Oath is lawful, ue 


IE by him that is greater than all, that is, by God 
' = himſelf, and not by any Crcat ture; the lame 


Warrant we have for ths Lawfulneſs of any 
Oatn, obliges us always to {wear only by God, 
© without the Interpoſition of any Creature. 


iy 

* Thus have I ſhown you ſomething about zwo 
„e forms of wearing. The form of laying 
11 e Hand under the Thigh 3 which being typi- 


cal of Chriſt, neceſſarily ceas d when be came 
Y | in the Fleth, ——and the form of k;/ſing a Crea- 


dar 
ol ture, this we have found to be the Practice of 

me 1 Idolaters, and not of true Chriſtians; there- 
A 


Y bre! let none pretend to be Chrittians, and ſay 
4 they 
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x Chron. 


29. 24 
Margent. 


Ezra 10. 


3. 19. 


Ezek. 7. 18 


Job 15. 3. 
Prov. 17. 
18, Cc. 


(49) 


they are deliver'd ro theſe Abominarions, they MI God 
cat't help it; for if they ſwear falily as well in thy 
a falſe manner, as falſe matter, this Sin will ſure- th. 
ly find them our, and for it the Lord will rake his! 
Vengeance! ZZ Nol 
III. Now let us proceed briefly ro ſpeak of by l. 
the third form of ſwearing, which we ſhall find and 
to be approv'd and practicd by the Holy Scrip- | * nels 
ture, and this is che poſture of giving the Hand. ages, 
This form of ſwearing by Men, you may ſec whe 
(among others) in theſe three Places of Scrip- each 
ture. e | 5 dend 
1. Tis ſaid Solomon's Princes ſubmitted to Se 
him, or ſwore Allegiance by giving the Hand a De 
under him, that is, giving the Hand unro God in with 
n Oath, ro be {abject in the Lord under him | and 
2. Tis faid Ezra aſſembled the Chief Prieſts, one 
- Levites, and all Iſrael, ro {wear that they would the F 
do according to his Words, and you ſee how God 
they {wore ; the form they us'd was this, they to th 
gave their Hand; this was their way of ſwear- way 
ing, whar he calls {wearing in one Verſe, inthe with 
other he calls giving the Hand. by rt 
3. Alike Text you have in Ezc{zel, where to ha 
vou find a Covenant paſt between the King of And 
Babylon, and the King of J/rael; and of the ſuch 
laſt tis ſaid, he hath deipis'd the Oath by break ple th 
ing the Covenant, when lo he hath piven hi; the c. 
Hand; the way he ſwore, was by giving the of ſw 
Hand, that was the form, Now three ways | heir 
Mien may be ſaid in ſwearing, to give the Hand. Jemn] 
Ihe firſt way is, by interchanging of Hands, very 
and therein calling God to witneſs. This is fre- fore ( 
quently hinted at in Scripture : Surety-ſhip Men, 
which bears the Nature of an Oath, is ſpoken with 


of, as done by /triking of Hands; and this way it Thz 
mould ſcem as if Jonadab {wore his Fealty ro f 
N | | . | God 5 | 


r- 


he 


re 
Ot 
he 
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it 
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pendix. A more known way among us is, 


with the Hand. 
Third. An Oath way be taken by 1 


8 
Cod and the Ning, when Jeu ſaid to him, if | 
chy Heart is right as my Heart, then give me 2 Kings 10. 
% Hand; in Teſtimony whercof he gave him Is. 
This Hand! This was the way the Presbyterian 


| : W Nobiliry 3 in Scot and, ſwore their Fealry to C. IId. 
1 — 150 laying their Hand; between the Rings Hands, 


and calling the Eternal Almighty God to wir- 


neſs! And this is the common Rite in Marri- 
| | ova for the Parties murually ro ffrike Hands, 
When they plight their Troth, or {wear Truth to 


each other: Of this way read more in the Ap- Jr A 
ifs r 


Secondly, By ſubſcribing with the Hand to 


| 2a Declaration, ſo we read, one ſhall ſubſcribe Ia. 44. 8 


1 his Hand, compare chis with other places, ch. 19.1 5. 
and you will find that whar is call d ſwearing in 65. 16. 
one Text, is elſewhere call'd ſubſcribing with 
the Hand. An Oath may be taken in calling 
God ro witneſs by ſub{cribing with the Hand 
to the Truth of what is {aid or promis'd. This 
Way the Apoſtle Paul frequently call'd God to 
W wimneſs ; ; and we never read that he ſwore but 
by this way of Sub criprion, Paul is not found Y. 
to have {worn bur by writing, ſaith Dr. Mayer: 
And this way of ſwearing, the Law allows to on Mat. 5 
ſuch as are call'd Quakers, that is, fuch as feru- 
ple the ccmmon way of ok for it is evident, 
the chief ſcruple of that People is about the for: 
of ſwearing, not about an Oath it ſelf, fince i: 
their ſubſcrib'd Affirmations, they do ſwear "A 
lemnly, calling God to record, which is the 
very Qui nteſſence of an Oath. This way there. 
fore Chriſtians being allow'd by God, and good 
Men, may take an Oath, viz. by fubſcribing 


Rom, I, ©, 
I, 20, 


* wp the Hand to Feat en, and calliny 
che 


— ur er oP ay a er 


14. 30. 


(42 ) 
the Eternal God that lives for ever, to wit. 
neſs to the Truth of what is ſaid or promis d 
this is a moſt famous way, the Uſe whereof i; 
warranted throughout Gods Word, by the 
Practice of Saints, yea God himſelf, Thus Abra. 


Sen. 14.22. ham is {aid to wear, by lift ing up his Hand to 


the moſt High God, the Poſſeſſor of Heaven and 
Earth; and ſo we find it was a common way in 
the Church. to wear. A Man ſhall ſwear (in the 
Margent 'tis) lift up bis Hand, which ſhows 
their way of {wearing was by lifting up their 
Hand: Yea, this way God fo highly approves 
of, that he himjelf often tells us in his Word, Vn 


Iſa. 3. 7. 


Exck. 20, Way of ſwearing is by lifting up the Hand, and 


55 6 15. We are to imitate him, we mult follow God: 
Example if we would be perfect as our Farhec: 


- which is in Heaven is perfect: I will bring yen 
Exod. 6. 8. ({ajch the Lord) into the Land concerning which 


So Numb. I did ſwear (in the Margent tis, lift up m) 


I/ wear by my ſelf, for God can ſwear by 

no greater, and this juſtifies our lifting up ow 

Hand ro God in taking an Oath, fince God faith 

this is his way of wearing: Thus Jetus Chriit 

the Angel of the Covenant is deſcrib'd ſweat- 

Dan. 12. 7. ing; and Theard the Man clotb d in Linnen which 
; was upon the Waters of the River, when he heli 
up bu right Hang, and hu left Hand, unto Hea- 

ven and ſwore by him that liveth for ever. Her: 

we have a plain Account of the right manner 0: 
form of taking an Oath, it ſhouid be taken, b, 
lifting up the Hand to Cod: See this again in the 


* 


Kev. 10 3. New Teſtament. And the Angel which I ſaw ft and 


upon the Sea and the Earth lifted up bis Hand to 
Heaven, and {wore by him that li veth for ever and 
ever. Now fine this is Gods way in ſwearing, 
3 3 5 Which 


Hand:) Again faith God, If I lift up my Hand 
Deut. 32. 40 co Heaven, and lay, Ilive for ever ; that is, i 
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(43) 
his Word rells us for our Inſtruction, ſure we 
ſhould rake rhe ſame Courſe; Whom can we 
imitate ſo perfect as God? After his Example 
we ſhould walk; walk we before him then 
= and be perfect, as the heavenly Father us perfect. 
If we would be perfect in the true way of ſwear- 


n ing, it muſt be by following God as dear Chil- 

| ren, ſwearing by giving the Hand: Thus the 
Godly in France and Germany, were wont to 
= ſwear by lifting up the Hand; and thus Scoz- 
: land, Ne England, and other Places, have 


8 F practicd after Gods Precept and Example: 
- | Thus therefore ſhould Saints be found to do: In 
i | this manner ſhould we Wear according to the 


c 

Practice and Command of God in his Word! Let Pal. 119. | 
„us therefore, as David lay, Through thy Pre- 1 
1 | 106. 
ceepts T get Unde) t audi ng, therefore T hate every 


e way, I have ſworn, and will perform it, that 128. 

15 I will keep thy Rip! teous Fudgments 3 there fore J 
 cfteem all thy Precepts concerning all things to be 

15 ig ht, and I hate ever 6X Falſe Way. L or us nearti- 


ly repent that ever we {wore fall ly, for matter 


* 7H 
er manner. Surely it meet to fe {aid unto God, 105 
„I have born Chaſtiſement, I will not offend any 
hb FAY Lot FL 5.9 325 
„more: Ihat which T fee not, teac thou me, if l | 
142 
11. have done Iniquity, I will is no more. More 
% diftinctly, | 
5 1/t. If thou haſt ſworn amiſs as to the n. eter 
5 of an Oath, thou ought'ſt carefully to feek to 
en 
re the Blood of Chriſt, to pardon thy Sin, and (a5 
901 N 0 {faith ) 10 brea 40 Forſake, 475 teſt, . and 
1, wterly deny thar finful Oarh ; no Oath can die A 
= &, 7 * 
N Man to do that Which is wich ked, LN lum Jura- Avent 
| mentum pote ſt eſſe vinculum iniqilitatis wel ES 
1721 bes, 2 
„cue criminis ] No 1 275 can 88 the Soul 
1 quity, twWas „ Sin to Wear a 
md Þ 10 any Iniqu it 'T\ Ferns Sl * N . 
y . Wicked 
ne. 2 
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„ wicked Thing, and his greater Sin to keep ſuch 
4 an unlawful Oath. David {wore to kill Naba!, 
yet kept he not his raſh Oath, nor can any juſtly 

think him herein ſinful or perjurd; © He ſhall 

better pleaſe God (faith Bale) that breaks a 
* bad Oath than he that keeps ir. They add 
Iniquity to Iniquity, who perform the Evil 


Evil (ſaith one) is damnable, and to perform it 15 
doubly damnable ; Hencea Parliament once ſaid, 
That ſuch Oaths as are not warranted by the 
* Law of God, call for repentance not pertinacie 
in them. Therefore haſt thou taken a finfn} 
Oat/,, be nor perſwaded by ſinful Men to keep 
it, but having done thus fooliſhly let my coun- 
Dan. 4. 27. ſe} be acceptable unto thee, Break of thy ſinfu. 
| _. Swearing by Righteouſneſs, (ſeeking to the Righte- 
ouſneſs of Chriſi for Pardon, and by a righteous 
Renouncing of this Sin) if it may be a Lengthning, 
thy Tranguillity and an Healing of thine Error. 
20!y. Haſt thou ſworn in a finful manner, ſeck 
the Pardon of this Sin alſo from the Lord, rake 


unto Him, take away this Iniquity, and receive 
me gratiouſly, fo will I render unto thee the 
Calves of my Lips, I will never oftend any more 
with my Lips, by laying them on a Book in 
Swearing, by killing a Creature, and giving 
that Worſhip to it, which is due on ro Chriſt. 
And now my Bcloved above all things, obſerve 
the Oath, you have taken in a right manner to 
God in his Holy Church, you have {worn to 
keep the Covenant of Gd, beſure you obſerve ir 
diligently, for he will by no means hold that 
Man guiltlels, who breaks that 'moſt Sacred 

Bond of his Soul? Think not oh Soul, to ſay 


| Hoſ. 14. 2. 
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with 
{wo! 
God 
1 thy d 
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there 
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in re 


the 
3 fool 
venai 
lay tl 
ever. 
lo mi 
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What 
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And 
I hav 
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within 
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| loweſt Hell. It was an awful Charge given at 

a SESSIONS by a Juſtice of Peace: Hugh Hare, 
_ © Have a tender and conſcientious Regard EH; 
A being a ſolemn Appeal to the Almighty and 
All-knowing judge, and Avenger of all 

; | © Falſhood,and Unrighteouſneſs, will if nor faith- 
fully perform'd entail Gods Curſe on your 

.* ſelves, and your Families according to that of 

the Prophet ⁊echariab. A Curſe ſhall enter 

into the Houſe of him, that ſweare th falſly by © 
the Name of God. Therefore if thou haſt done 
fooliſhly, in lifting up thy ſelf againſt thy Co- 
venant Bonds, if thou haſt rho'r Evil this way, 8 
lay thine Hand upon thy Mouth, and whatſo- “ 3?” 
ever comes upon thee, tho it ſhould prove never 

lo much to thy outward Hurt, yer deal not fal- 

fly in the Covenant of thy God, change not from pf. xg, 4. 
what thou haſt ſworn 3 bur ſay unto the Lord, 65. 13. 
Iwill pay my Vows thar iny Lips have utter d. 14. 
And what my Soul hath ſpoken I will perform, 119. 106. 
I have ſworn and I will perform it, that I will keep 
thy Righreous Judgments. Now conſider what 


f APPEN. 


God be angry at thy Voice, and deſtroy the Mork of 6. 

© thy Hands? Having vow 4-unto God, defer not to 

pay thy Vows, for he hath no pleaſure in Fools | 
therefore pay what thou haſt vow'd, I counſel thee, ch. 8. 2. 
to keep the Covenant of God, in his Church,and that 

in regard of the Oath of God, The Curſe of God 

will ſurely enter into the Houſe of ſuch as ſwear 
falſely. It will conſume them in due time, it will Zech. 3. 


Tay, and rhe Lord give you Underſtanding in , Tim. 2.9; 
all Things. Amen! ” 12 5 
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within thy ſelf, I knew not what I did when I 
ſwore to the Covenant of God, Myerefore ſhould Eccl. 3. 8. 


not leave them till it hath brot them down to the 1. 5. 


to the ſacred Obligarion of an Oath, which 
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4b EN DI X. 


Or the Confirmation of the weak (w 50 are 
apt to ask Mens Judgment) in the Truth 


here delivered, I ſhall ſubjoyn the Teſtimon; 


of ſeveral Perſons, Eminent in varies ways ir 


their Day; not chat our Faith ſhonld ſtand !“ 
Man, but to ſhow that the Lord hath not les 


himſelf without W itneſs, even unto this deff. 
ſed Truth; and to tale of the unjuſt Reproachu Þ * 
of ſuch as tax us with Singularity in a Truth 


{erred by ſome of almoſt all Parties of Chi 


Sain AU GUSTINE fark, that Me | 


mould avoid Swearing as much as poffibl; y the! 
can, becauſe thoſe thar are us d to it, are ever, 


Moment on the Brink of Per jury, ti a moſt Þ 


dangerous thing to play with Oaths, N 


BASILIDES was martyrd!, for not] 


ft giving an Oath by the Idols, and the Er 
8 þ that is, by Creatures. 


SWINDERBY Martyr, often i 


ald that Men ſhould not ſwear by any Cr eati 
by the Law of God. 

W. BRUTE a Confeſſor of Chriſt, 
alſo own'd this, and pray'd the Lord to take 
from him all manner of Marks of Anti-Chriſt. 


J. PURVEY was charg'd with hold- 3 
ing, that neither the Pope, nor rhe Prelate, nei, 
any Ordinary, can compel any Man to Kcal 0 


by any Creature of God, or by the Bible Book. 
W. THORP being examined by I. 


mas Arundel, Arch-Biſhop of Canterbury, re- 8 


| lo 


not l. 


Man 


do gn 
for ex 


of wh; 


* to f 
5 unleft 


bhp 


ply'd, Sir! I pray you tell me if after Nl ; 
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47 
Bidding, I ſhall lay my Hand 1 88 the Book. 
to what intent, to {wear thereby ? 

And the Arch-Biſhop {aid yea, wherefore elſe? 
1 Thorp ſaid unto him, a Book is nothing elſe 
bur a thing cemented togerher of divers Crea- 
| rures, and to ſwear by any Creature both Gods 


| Low and Mans Law is againſt it By the 
| Kutboriry of the Epiſtle of Saint Fames, and by 
Witneſs of divers Saints and Doctors, I have 
| preachr openly in one place or another that 45 
not lawful in any caſe to ſwear by any Creature, a 
Man oughr to {wear only by God, taking Him 


*Þ only, that is, Soothfaſtneſs to witneſs to Soor h- 
| faſtneſs. Then a Clerkaskr him if it were not 


leful ro kneel down, and touch the Holy Goſ- 
rab, and kiſs ; I ſaying, So help me God 
and this holy Dome 

To Nd, Thorp ark at he heard a 
| Maſter of Divinity ſay, it was "Hon leful either 
to give or take any ſuch Charge upon a Bock, 
lor every Book u nothing elſe but divers Creature: 
of which ti made, therefore to ſwear upon 4 Book, 


"| x to ſwear by Creatures; ; and this Swearing is ever 


unleful, this Sentence witneſſeth Chryſoſtom 
plainly, blaming them greatly, that bring forch 


a Book ro ſwear upon. 


Then rhe Arch-Biſtop and his Clerks ſcorn'd 


me ſaith Milliam Thorp, and blamed me greatly 
„for this ſaying, and the Arch-Biſhop menaced me 


with great Puniſhment, and ſharp, except ] left 
this Opinion of Swearing. 

And I ſaid; Sir, this is not mine Opinion, 
bur tis the Opinion of Chriſt our Saviour, and 
of St. James, and of Chryſoſtcme, and of divers 

Saints and Doctors. Sir I know full well that 


many Men and Women ſay, that tis well done 
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to ſwear by the Creature when they may not 


W _—_ 
4 — * R N r N = — 
. . 
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(as they ſay) otherwiſe be believed; but fince 
theſe Sayings are but Excufations, and Sin, 
methinketh Sir, that this Senſe of Chryſoſtom may 
be alledg'd well againſt all ſuch, herein Witness. 


ing, that all thoſe Sin grievouſly, tho they thin, 


rhemſelves ro {wear in this foreſaid wife well. 
And then a Clerkſaid unto me, wilt thou tar- 


ry my Lord no longer, but ſubmit thee here 


meekly to the Ordinance of holy Church, and 
lay thine Hand upon a Book, touching the Ho 


Goſpel of God ? 
And Tfazd, Sir, have I not told you here how 


that J heard a Maſter of Divinity ſay, that in 
ſuch a Caſe, tis ail one to touch a Book, and : 


ſwear by a Book, and I ſaid if Chr yſoſtom proveth 
him worthy of great blame, that bringeth forth | 
the Book to ſwear upon, it mult needs follow, þ 
that he is more to blame that ſweareth on that 
Book ] am ready as the Lord commanded f | 


me by his Word to {wear. 


And then the Clerk. ſaid ro me, lay then rhine 
Hand upon the Book, touching the Holy Gol- f 
pel of God; And I faid, Sir, I underſtand char 1 
the Holy Goſpels may not be touched by Mens 
Hands PLviz. in an Oath] and ſo this bleſſed 
Confeſſor utterly refusd ro {wear by a Bock. 

Upon which Mr. FOX faith in the Ma- 
gent, "Tis not lawful to ſwear by any Creature, 10 


ſwear by a Book, is to ſwear by a Creature, Chr\ - 
toſtom blameth a Book-Oath. 


I. LAMBERT that godly Marty, % 
(Who at the Stake cry'd, none but Chriſt, none & 
but Chriſt) ſaid, it pitieth me to hear, and jc} 
ſuch as name themſelves ſpiritual Men, and ſhou'tf 
be Head-Miniſters of the Church, who incontt- Ii 
nent as any Man cometh before them, anon the 


7 
ca 
8 
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call for a Book and do move bim to ſwear without 
any longer reſpite, and they | charge him by Vertus 
of the Contents in the Evangel, to make true Re- 
lation of all that they ſhall demand, He not know- 
ing what they will demand, nor whether it be law- 
ful to ſhow them the Truth of their Demands, or no, 
for ſuch things there be as are not lawful to be 
” ſhown.” _ = 
E Pt WOODMAN a Valiant Marryr - Al. 2% 
for Chriſt, when the Prelate bid him lay his!“ 0. 5. 
Hand on the Book, anſwerd, Iwill lay Hand 
on the Book for none of you all. 
hben they held him the Book, and faith the 
1 | Prelate if he refuſe to ſwear, he n an Anabapriſt, 
and ſhall be excommunicared, _ 
' Whoodman anſwer'd, I will not ſwear for you, _ 
excommunicate me if you will; you will be con- 
', þ demn'd to Hell, all the ſort of you, if you con- 
- | demn me; if you repent not with ſpeed, you'l 
be damnd, upon which they revil'd and call'd 
him Fellow, I am ſuch a Fellow ] tell you (quoth 
ic | he) that will drive you all to Hell, if you con- 
{- | ſent to the Shedding of my Blood, and being 
ar] it Hell, you ſhall be compell'd ro ſay, this 1s 
the Man that we jeſted on, and had in derifion, 
e þ whoſe Talk we tho't Fooliſhneſs, and his Life 
. | Madneſs, but now we may ſee how he is count- 
1i-þ ed among the Saints of God, and we are pu- 
{0 niſht. F le 
\-E E. YOU NG a bold Confeſſor of 
I Chriſt, was accus'd by Doctor Martin, that 
yi, he refusd to ſwear upon the Four Evangeliſts, 
01:2 before a Judge; which the would never doe, 
{c:Þtho' often dealt with on this Accouur. 
1 Certain FAITHFUL CHRISTIANS be- 
n- ing charg'd, that they refus d to take an Oath 
+: be examined, _ reply'd, © We refule not 
? . | | ** reY&- 
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« reyerently to ſwear by the Holy Name of 
© God, before a lawful Magiſtrate, upon juſt 


SY. 1 e 1 | 22 ä 5 | 
peut. 6. 13. « but we have juſt cauſe to refuſe that ungogl), 


Jer. 4. 2. 


Mat. 3. © Spaniſh Inquiſition; expreſsly contrary to the 


23+ 16+ tory to the Queens Perogarive, Sc. 


Lambeth. 


with due Order and Circumſtances. _ 
A. B. Reach a Book and hold it ro him. 
Bar. What ſhall we do with this? 
A, B. Lay your Hand upon it Man. 


Bar. I uſe to {wear by no Books. 


Aſſize before the Judges there? Bar. No. 
Hand on a Book and {wear ? Bar, Yea. 


taken, 3 | 


_ Oath; tis bur a Ceremony. 
Bar. A needleſs and wicked Ceremony! 


* ccaſion, according to the Word of God; 


* raſh and unlawful Oath,by or with their Bool, Sc. 
Stebs 6.16; offer d and enfoi cd by the Biſhops at their plea. 3 
Am. F. 14. ſure upon every occaſion, to every one thar 
Zeph: 1. 5. cometh before them, after the manner of the 


34,37- Word of God, the Laws of this Land, deroga. | = 


H. BARROW once of the Bed-chamber | 
to Q. Elizabeth, often refus d to take an Oath by 
kiſſing the Bock; being examind before the 
Arch-Biſhop, Arch-Deacon, and Dr. Cuſſins at! 


The Archbiſhop Gid unto him, will you ſwear? [ 
| Barrow, I hold it lawful to (wear, fo it be done | 


Bar. To what purpoſe > A. B. To ſwear. [| 
A. B. You ſhall not {wear by the Book, tul 
by God only. Bar. So I purpoſe when I ſwear, | 

Cuſſins. Did you never take an Oath ar the} 

Culſ. But would you refuſe there to lay your 5 


Cuſſ. Then would your Teſtimony not be 7 | 
A. B. Why Man the Book is no part of the 5 


ye what Book it is? It is the Bible. 


4. B. Why know ye what you fay? Knovſ 


B 47 : 


4 
#4 


o 


— * 

Bar. I will ſwear by no Bible. 

_ Cuſſ. Schiſmaricks are clamorous always : 

it is a perperual Note to know them by, 
Bar. Say your pleaſure, God forgive you, L 

am neither Schiſmatick or Clamorous : I anſwer 

but your Demands, if you will I will be filent. 


A. B. Well! will you lay your Hand on the 


Bible and take an Oarh 2 


Bar. I uſe to join no Creatures to the Name 
of God in an Oath. © | 
A. B. Neither ſhall you, this is but a Cuſtom 
commanded by Law, 5 


Bar. The Law ought zo: to command 4 


wicked Cuſtom. | PER: 
A. B. Why is it not lawful to lay your Hand 


on a Book? Bar. Les, but not in a Oath. 
A. B. Why, the Book is nothing of the Oath, 
but a thing indifferent, 


Bar. If it be nothing of the Oath, why do 
you peremptorily injoin it? and if it be indiffe- 


rent as you ſay it is, then do I well in not uſing it. 
A. B. How ſay you will you ſwear? 
Bar. III know what I ſwear to before I ſwear. 
A. B. Firſt ſwear, and then if any thing be un- 


lawfully demanded you ſhall not anſwer. 


Bar. I have not learned fo to ſwear, I will 


firſt know and conſider the matter, before I rake 


an Oath. 


Thus many things being alledged ro and fro, 


the Arch-Biſhop commanded Cuſſins to record 


| that he refuſed to ſwear upon a Book. 


Bar. Yea and ſer down alſo, that I will not 


ſwear thus at Random, bur firſt Iwill know and 


they require an Oath. . 
Being afterward examMn'd before the High 


conſider of the things I ſwear unto, whether 


Commiſhion at Lambeth, Canterbury with a grim 
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and angry Countenance, told how he refus d to 


ſwear on a Book, and demanded whether he 


was no better adviſed and would {wear ? 
Bar. I refuſe not to ſwear on due Occaſions, 
and Circumſtances, 
Cant, Will you then now fwear > 
Bar. I mult firſt know to what. 
Cant. So you ſhall afterwards, 


Bar. But I will not {wear unleſs I know before. 


Cant. Ferch a Book. Bar. It's needleſs. 
Cant. Why will you not ſwear now? 


Bar. An Oath is a matter of great importance | 


and requireth great Conſideration. 


Cant. Go too Sirrah ! will you {wear * reach 


him a Book. Bar. I will not ſwear, 
Cant. Where is his Keeper, you ſhall nor 
prattle here; away with him clap him up cloſe, 


ler no Man come at him, III make him tell ano- | 


| ther Tale ere Tve done with him. 

Being again bro't before ſeveral Lords, the 
Arch-biſhop made known that they were autho- 
riz d by her Majeſty to examine him upon Oarth 
upon certain Interrogatories, 
call'd for a Book, 


biſhop refus'd, 


commanded to lay his Hand upon it. 
Bar. To what end? Cant. To ſwear. 


Bar. 1 have not learn d to {wear by any Crea- [ 


TUrCsS. 


Cant, This is the word of God, the Bible. 


thing with him. 


and therefore 
there was then brot a great 
Bible in Folio, fair bound, which the Arch- 
and call'd for another, which | 
was held to him by one of his Men, and he was | 


Bar. It is not the Eternal Word of God, that 
Eternal God himſelf by whom only I muſt ſwear f 
and not by any Books or Bible. 
Cant. So you ſhall ſwear by God. 
Bar. To what purpoſe few is this Book urg 4, 
I may ſwear by nothing beſi des God, nor by no- 
„ Ind. 


C53) 


Ninch. How prove you that? 


Bar. It is fo commanded in the Book of the Deut. s. 


Law, ſo expounded by ſundry of the Prophets, 
by Chriſt himſelf, and his Apoſtles, 

Cant, Well, will you {wear thar you will an- 
{wer to nothing but the Truth, and the whole 


Truth, to ſuch Interrogarories as we ſhall demand 


of you? Bar. I've learn'd to know rhe Matter 
before I either ſwear or an{wer. 
Cant. Set down that he will nor ſwear. 
L. C. Juſt. You ſhall only {wear to anſwer to 


the Truth, if any unlawful Thing be demanded 


of you you need not anſwer. 
Bar. By Gods Grace I will anſwer — 


. but the Truth. 


Cant. A Chriſtian Mans Word ought to be as 


true as his Oath. Well proceed with you 
without your Oath. 
And ſo they were forc'd ro do, for he would 


yield neither to the matter nor manner of che 
Oath. 

Old Mr. HART ON, and another Sufferer 
under the Prelates, ſtrenuouſly refus d to {wear 
byckiſſing a Book When a Clerk, tendred one of 
them the Book, faith he, I lookt another way ; 
then he bid me pull off my Glove, and lay my 
Hand upon the Book; What to do Sir, aid I; 
you muſt ſwear, Jaith he ; ro whar, ſaid 12 

That you ſhall make true anſwer to all things 
that ſhall be askt you. 

Muſt J ſo Sir, /aid I ; but before I ſwear, I 


will know to whar I muſt (wear. 


As ſoon as you've {worn ( ſaith he) you ſhall 


know, and not before. 


To thar I anſwer d, I will be berrer advis'd. 
Look you here, ſaid he, we defire you to 


wear by ns forveig Thing, bus by the Holy 
D 3 | ige 


. ch. 10. 


would take their Oath. 


N ; 


Evangeliſts; and ſome of rhe Clerks told me 


every one took that Oath, and would I be wiſe: 
than all other Men ? : 
T told them, it made no matter to me what 


other Men do; bur before I ſwear, I will know F 
better Grounds and Reaſons than other Men's 
Practices, ro convince me of the Lawfulneſs of 
ſuch an Oath ro ſwear I do not know what. 


Will you take it or no, ſa:d he. 


Sir I will be berter advis'd firſt. Upon this 


there was ſuch looking upon me, and cenſuring 


me for a ſingular Man, for refuſing of that (which 


they ſaid) was never refus d before. 
Afterwards being had before rhe Lords, by 


the LORD ( ſaith he) I was enabled without 
any Dauntedneſs of Spirit ro ſpeak to them, as 


if they had been my Equals, and to tell them 


hy I did refuſe to take the Oath: Upon 
which ſome of the Kings Counſel, and ſome of | 

the Lords ſpoke 5; Would I condemn and con- 
tradict the Laws of the Land, and be wiſer | 
khan all other Men! Well, ſaid rhe Lord-keep- | 
er, tender him the Book; I ſtanding againſt the | 
Prelare of Canterbury's Back, he lookt over his 


Shoulder ar me, and bid me pull off my Glove, 
and lay my Hand on the Book. 


Unto whom I reply'd, Sir I will not ſwear, | 
When JI nam'd the Word of God (ar any time) 
the Court began to laugh, as tho they had no- 


thing to do with it. Old Mr. Wharton ſaid, he 


was Eight times in Priſon for refuſing to ſwear, 
and he had ſuffer d the Biſhops mercyleſs Cruel- 
ty for many Years together, and he would ne- 
ver now do it as long as he livd ; if there was | 
a Cart ready at the Door to carry to him to 
Tyburn, he ſaid he would be hang'd before he | 


MUS. | 


(55) 
© MUSCULUS faith, Juramentum eſt magna n Gen, 
I part religionis, Se. An Oath is a great part of 
| Religion ; therefore as every other part of Re- 
| Tigion in which we have to do with God, is to 
be perform d with a Religious Rite and Geſture 
of Body, ſo alſo ought an Oath to be taken; 
we are not only to attend to the inward frame 
of the Soul, bur kkew/e to the outward Geſture 
of the Body; We are not to ſwear by any Crea- 
ture, whether Spiritual, or Bodily, Heavenly, 
or Earthly, but by the on true God: No Oath 
is ro be confirm'd by Heatheniſh or Superſtitious 
Forms, {wearing by what is or God. The 
form Abraham us d in {wearing of lifting up the 
| Hand, is incomparably worthy to be kept to 
the end of the World, as a Pattern by which 
1 
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all may learn how, and by whom to {ſwear —- 
From Chryſoſtom, he faith, Idolatria ab eo com- On Pſal. 1g. 


peccarum Exapperat, non extenuat, &c.] ir 


f | mitts, Sc. He is guilty of Idolatry that ſwears 141 
- | by any thing, that is not God, becauſe he makes 1 
ra God of that, by which he ſwears, we muſt 10 
never ſwear but by God only: ——The Glory of kf 
e | God is prophaned when we {wear by his Crea- (th) 
s | rures, Some indeed object that moſt pcople Fall 
= {wear this way; But Liu peccantium, ' Y 


— — — — 
RE 


- | does inhance nor leſſen a Sin to follow a Mul- jl 

3 | rirude, and at laſt when the Sin is ripe, God is Uk 
. | provokd ro pour down his Wrath for ir. 5 = 
e | CALVIN faith Colligimus, Ec, We gather gy Mat. . Wt! 


r, | thar this Phraſe, Swear 70e at all, dorh nor re- 34. 
ſpect the Subſtance, but the Form of an Oath, 


"—_— 


5 T - - 3 
EATS ano 


on which account rhe Apoſtle ſaith, we mult | 
is | not ſwear at all, but by the Greater, for the right $40 
o | Nature of an Oath ſtands xo in calling Crea- 5 ii 
e | tures to witneſs, but God alone, It is not 0x Mat, 2 3. | 


lawful to ſwear but by the Name of God, whar 
. 8 „ | Forms 
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On Heb. 6. 
16. 


(39) 
Forms ot Oaths ſoever Men ſhall deviſe and 
offer, God will have his Honour reſerv'd to 
himſelf alone. — We muſt note, that an 
Oath is to be taken by the Name of God, for 
God hath | Clars verbs] in plain Words, bids 


Deut. 5.13. us ſwear by hi Name, if others Names are joyn'd 
Ex. 23. 13. with his, he teſtifies it to be a Prefanation of 


Ox Mat. 5. 


03 Mat. 5. 


245 Oc. 


On Mat. 23. 
Deut. C. 13. 


IO, 20. 


en heb. 6. 


10. 


16. 


an Oath, for theſe three Cauſes chiefly. 1. Be- 
cauſe tis not lawful to appeal about Truth to 
any but him, who 1s the Eternal Truth. 2. Be- 
cauſe God 1s the only Searcher of Hearts; and 
3. The only Avenger of Perjury. 
BEZA, faith Omnino, weaves, i. e. per ullam 
rem Creatam, &c, ſwear nor at all, that 


15, by no Creature, as appears evidently by the 


Following forms, condemn'd by Chriſt, who re- 


proves not the taking of an Oath, bat taking it 
by wrong | 


— 
PISCAITOR faith—Per folum Deum j urare 
Licet, Sc. tis lawtul ro ſwear only by God, be- 
cauſe God alone knows the heart of him that 
Iweareth, and he only is able to puniſh the De- 
ceiver. And laſtly, becauie an Oath is rhe 
worſhip of God, We are commanded to 


ſwear only by Ged, which very Command for- | 


bids to ſwear by any Creatures; It is lawful to 
{wear only by God | Simpliciter & abſolute, tan- 
quam per xagduoyruony,& vindicem perj uri] ſingly, 
and abſolutely, as the Searcher of Hearts, and 
Avenger of Perjury : ——So God ſwears by 
himſelf [ranguam ipſam veritatem, ac omnis ve- 
ritats fontem] as Truth it ſelf, and the Foun- 
rain Ct all Truth. ” „ 


Gs lieb. 6. FARAUS faith Interdiddum Chriſti, Se. the 


prohibition of Chriſt, ſwear not at all, doth not 


torbid vs to {wear by God, but by any Creature, 


God ſwore by himſelf, and the Scriptute bid: 


4 + 
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enh lawful form of an Oath, is by the Name of 


by whom alone Men arc to ſwear, as greater 
than all. — The chief Doctrine of James On Jam 8. 
about Oaths, is that we are not to ſwear at all 
y Creatures, nor raſhly by the Name of God,— 


Chriſt teacheth, we muſt not ſwear by Heaven 
or Earth, by which Words he means | Univer- 
| fitatem Creaturariun] the whole Univerſe of 


F Chriſt blames them that having ſuperſtitiouſly 


C. Mr. WILSON faith Unlawfu! Oaths are, Rh 
when we ſwear Idolatrouſly by falſe Gods, or by g 


that our God we ſwear by, therefore we for- 2 Sam. 11,1; 
| ſake the true God, if we {wear by that which is Mat. 3. 
no God, and ſo provoke the Lord, not only ro chap. 23. 


on the Countrey wherein we live. Jer. 5. 7. 


God allows no {wearing in deciding of Conrro- 
| verſes, and ſearching after Truth, bur by the 
Name of God; the laſt Appeal is ever ro the 
| higheſt, and Vengeance belong'd to none but 
| God ; therefore the Arch-biſhop challeng d any 
Man ro ſhow that any other Oath bur in the | 
Name of God was us d in ſolemn Trials at tha: [i 
| day in any part of Chriſtendom. 


| vainly and raſhly, —by God and Creatures roge- 
ther, —{wear may we not — by the LORD, 
and by Me ſchom, —or by any Crearures *, but „Nat. 5, 24; 


( 57 ) 


us wear by him who is greater than all: The 


God. Oarhs raken by Creatures reproach God, 


CARTWRIGHT faith Chriſtus Docer, Ce. 03 Mat. g. 


Creatures, whether heavenly or earthly, —— 


left the Name of God in ſwearing, ule Crea- 
tures upon which Gods Name was inſcrib d; 


as ſuppoſe the Word of God, &c. fs 


1 | * Gen 42, 
the Creatures * for ſeeing we deity, and make I 


execute his Judgmenrs upon us, bur alſo up- Jam. 5. 
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Arch-Biſhop WILLIAM's ſaid, the Word of g,, hi Liſe, 
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Mr. ROG ER“'s faith, we may not {wear Oi 39 t. 
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Beza, 


e 
our Oaths muſt be made in the Name of the 
Lord, as the Lord liveth.— 

LEIGH ſaith, Chriſt prohibits ſwearing by 
rhe Creatures, he forbids us not fimply to ſwear, 


Pelican, bur not to ſwear by the Creatures, fince that is to 


Featly., 


E 5 to {ſwear by God, but by the Creatures, for the 


83 Hoſ. 4. 


On Mat. 


Zech. 5. 


aſcribe a Deity to them. 


Dr. MAYER faith, the Lord doth not forbid 


Fews had always rhis vile Cuſtom ro ſwear by 


the Heaven, Sc. Now he that ſweareth dorh | 
worſhip that by which he ſweareth, and fo they 
gave the Honour of God unto Creatures, againſt 


which it is commanded, Thou ſhalt ſwear by the 


Name of the Lord only: Rabanus, Chryſoſtom, 
Origen, Athanaſius, Epiphanius, Hilary, Am-| 
| broſe, Chromatius, Theophilact, Oecumenius, and 


Euthymius, did ſo much oppugn ſwearing by 


Creatures, leſt Men ſhould believe ſome Pivi- 
nity to be in them; and ſwearing by God, leſt F 
by much ſwearing Men ſhould grow to a Faci- Þ 
tity of ſwearing, and from a Facility to Perju- | 


ry, as ſaith Sextus Senenſis. | 


ſav. 


F muſt 
is the 
the C 
teſtat: 
ter th 
indire 


Foraſ 


very, 
ſafeſt 
they! 
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undar 


| ſpozl | 


Bp. RICHARDSON faith, Gods Name is | { 
to be us d in Oaths, we muſt not {wear by falſe 
Gods, nor muſt we ſwear by the Creatures, as if they] 
were God, or we had Power over them, as our | 
own, to pawn them to the Truth of what we 


Mr. TRAP faith, an Oath is eex@ quai 
eO, a Hedg which a Man may nr break, i: | 
muſt not be taken without Neceſſity, bur hav- | 
ing ſworn tho to his hurt, a Man muſt no | 
change on Pain of a Curſe, yea, a Bock full o 
| Curſes; tis not for Men to play with Oaths as | 
_ Children do with Nuts, to ſlip them ar pleaſure, þ 
as Monkeys do their Collers, ro ſnap them aſun- 
deer, as Samſon did his Cords, Chriſt ſaith we 


| mus ; 


_- * 


Sin, 


Creat 
beſide 


tion 


muſt not ſwear at all by the Crtatures' 5 God only IIa. 6. 16. 
is the proper Object of an Oarh ; the Name of Jer, 12.16. 
the Creature (lay ſome) may be infer d, the At- 
teſtation refer d ro God alone, but they ſay ber- 
ter that tell us the form of an Oath 15 not at all 


Foraſmuch as we mult ſhun, and be ſhie of the 
very ſhew, and ſhadow of Sin; they do beſt and 
afeſt that abſtain from all Oaths of this Nature. 
L er all conſider, that as light a Matter as 
they make of it; This ſwearing by the Creature Jer. 5. 7, 
75 a forſaking of God, a Provocation little leſs than 
unpardonable, and expoſing Gods Honour to the 
| ſpoil of the Creatures, which was the Heathens 
Sin, and abaſing themſelves below the meaneſt Rom. 1.23. 
Creatures; for M. 
beſides, a heavy Doom of unavoidable Deſtruc- Am. 8. 14. 
tion pronounc d againſt ſuch. — It is not Tep. 1. 3,5 
| lawful to {wear by the Altar, nor by any Creature . 
| wharſoever, 
greater, ſo do not they who {wear by ſundry 
| Fre wi and Qualities, God can hardly ſpare 
uch ! - | 


| anciently was the lifting up the Hand to Hea- 
ven, and this is given to God when he ſwears, 
 Tiift up my Hand to Heaven, and ſay, I live for 


( 59) 


indirect, or oblique in the Name of the Creature, 


en verily ſwear by the greater; Heb. 6. 16. 


Men verily ſwear by the On Heb. 6. 


Dr. MANTON faith, ſwearing by Creatures Is On James, 


unlawful 5 ſwearing is an Act of Worſhip, there- 
fore ir muſt oxly be done in weighty Caſes by 
the Name of God; an Oath made by the Crea. 
ture inſtead of God is an Evil, and yet what 
more common than ſuch forms among us? | 


Bp. FELL; Men verily ſwear-by the great- Paraphraſe 


v-| er, 1. e. one able to know their Thoughts, to Heb. 6. 16. 
witneſs their Truth, to revenge their Falſhood, 
 —Which can be ſaid of no Creatures. 


Mr. GREENHILL faith, the ſign of an Oath g, Eck. 
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On Hoſea, 


( 60 ) "OR 
ever; this way of ſwearing hath lately been re- 
new'd at our taking the Covenant, and is to 


be wiſh'd that it may be us d when there is juſt 


occaſion of ſwearing, rather than laying the 
Hand upon a Book, and kiſſing it afterward: ; 
ſuch a way of taking an Oath the Scriptufe 
holds nor our, and the Lawfulneſs thereof 1; 
queſtion'd by many. 85 5 

Mr. BURROUGHS faith, the kiſs is a Ce- 
remony of Worſhip ; it is falſe Worſhip to give 


Religious Reſpect ro any Creature whatever 


the Creature be, by kiſſing, as well as by bowing 
to it. I know no reaſon why a Book may not be 
ſet up to be bow'd to as well as to be kiſt in taking 
an Oath, The lifting up the Hand ro the moſt 
high God in an Oath we find in Scriprure, 
therefore that is ſafe, —IWearing is a part 


_of Gods Worſhip, therefore no humane inſtitu- 


red religious Ceremony oughr to be joyn'd with 


it, no more than with the Sacrament, or any 


on Job 27, 
ver. 2. 


a part of the Worſhip 


other divine Worſhip, no Creature ſhould ſhare 
in it. 5 
Mr. CARYL ſays, Chriſt forbids ſwearing 
by the Creature, and not by the Creator ; this 
alſo is the Mind of the Spirit by the Apoſtle 
James; Above all things my Brethren, ſwear not 


neither by Heaven, nor by Earth, nor by any other | 


Oath, chat is, do not ſwear any ſuch kind of Oath : 
it is not an abſolute denial of an Oath, but oi 
profane Oaths, Oaths by the Creature; to {wear 
by any Creature is Idolatry, becaule Swearing is 
a part of the Worſhip of God, and ſo excellent 
of God, that ſometimes 


tis put for the whole Worſhip of God: That 


which carrieth an Acknowledgment of the Being, 


of the Omniſciency, of the Juſtice, of the Pow- 
er of God, that which is an Evidence of our 


Faith, 


Faith, 
which 
of Goa 
all rhe! 


| Obler' 
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| gently 4 
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(61) 
Faith, of our Fear, of our Love to God; that 
which is al thx, is a noble A& of the Worſhip 


if God; cherefore, ſwearing which x, and dorh 


all theſe things, 5 an Eminent Act of Worſhip. 


| Obſerve, an Oath x proper to God, and as we 


are ro ſwear by God, ſo God only is to be {worn 


by. And it ſhall come to paſs if they will dili- 
| gently learn the ways of my people, to ſwear by my 
Name the Lord liverh, as they taught my people 


to ſwear by Baal, then ſhall they be built in the 


| midſt of my people, as if the Lord had ſaid, you 
were - heretofore taught to ſwear by the Name of 
Baal; now if you will give thy Honour to me a- 


lone, to ſwear by my Name, you ſhall proſper and 


| be ſtrong : He that ſweareth in the Earth, ſhall Iſa. 65, 16, 
| ſmear oy the God of Truth); that is, if any Man | 
ſwears, th ſhall be his Oath, and uo other; he 


ſhall ſwear by the God of Truth; ro ſwear by 


| any other is a forfaking God. How ſhall I pardon 5 
thee thi, thy Children have forſaken me, and ſworn Jer. 5. 7. 
by them that are no Gods, Whatſoever Creature 
any one {wears by, he commits two great Evils. 
1, He ſwears by that which is no God. 2. Swear- 
ing by it he puts it in the place, and gives it the 
Honour of God ; to ſwear vainly by the Name 
of the true God, or to {wear at all by any Crea- 
ture, are alike abominable ; we prevoke him 
highly who made all things while we {wear by 
any thing which he hath made. If we mult give 
an account for every idle Word, what Account 
will they make, who frequently vent Idolatrous 
Oaths ? For ſwearing by falſe Objects the Land 
mourns, as well as for {wearing fai/ly ; pollured 
Lips pollute a Land; When the Lord turns to a 


People a pure Lip or Language, then will they 
call upon his Name [only] for a cloſe I ſhall 
only add, there are four things. which render 
an Oarh ſinful and unlawful, 1. When 
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* jer. 2-13 


Pfal. 2. 12. 


the place where they are, ſo their Hearts bY Nee 


"C62 ) 


i. When we ſwear falſh, tho by the true God) ell as 1 
2. When we {wear raſhh, or without Cen s the $ 


| by the true God! giving { 


3+ When we ſwear lic heh in the weightiehy of © 
Cauſes by the true God s Ons hurch 
4. When we ſwear tho truly, and upon tut tak 
greateſt Cauſe, and with the greateſt Solemnit their Al 


or Reverence, by any thing which n not God, umes, © 


below God, as all Creatures, and Things, tho 79 


longing to the Creatute are! The Creatin Signific 
how high and noble ſoever, were made 4 of 


Mans Service, and ſhall Man at once, both d works 


grade himſelf, and diſhonour God by ſerving***©%* 


and worſhipping the Creatures in the place oþ 997A 


God, as if they were Gods? O rake heedrhar NAT, 


do not this great Evil, which is indeed two gre: God by 
Evils *—When Man giverh any Creature d is eric 
vine Adoration, or adoreth God by them, k}'*+ 
abuſerh them to Vanity. —God will nor beah 974g* 


it if we give ſo much as Corporal Reverence if © ® 
Idols; tho we profeſs to reſerve our Hearts i tende! 
bim; ourward Acts alone, or without the Heal Mean 


in falſe Worſhip, are abominable in che Sighh att An 
of God. — To ſhow thar kiſſing implies Sub , 4 
jection, the Kings and Princes of the Earth ar$ Idola 
commanded to kiſs the Son, With what kiß' are © 
Not only with a kiſs of Love and Affection, bu latry 
with a kiſs of Homage and Subjection: —Th4 ple 
Scriptures Evidence, and ſeveral both Father their 
and Hiſtorians, make mention of this Forſhi; + alſe 


geſture, —Ourward Adoration of any Cre This 


ture is ſinful, as we muſt nor give them out 


| Hearts, ſo not our Hands nor our Mouths, -f clare 
There is a Generation who ſay, What tho the VE 
do any outward Act according to the Cuſtom dd Acc! 


with God ? But God wyll have the Hand aþ 7 


* al 
VO 


e 
well as the Heart; he will have the Body as well 
las the Soul dedicated to him. —Take heed of 
giving ſo much as a kz/5 or a bow to Idols. Ma- 
y of the perſecuting Hearhens in the Primitive 
hurch, were fatisfy'd if a Chriſtian would 
\ :hfpur rake a litele Frankincenſe and throw it upon 
„heir Altars, yer the faithful Profeſſors of thoſe 
; Times, choſe rather to dye, than to do any thing, 
12 tho never ſo little, which might carry the leaſt 
„ignification, ſo much as by a meer External 

$484 of Complyance with them. Idolatry 
 4,Sworks both internally inticing the Heart, and 
externally by kiſſing the Hand, or by outward 
Adoration and Proſtration of the Body. —Ido- 
t Ilatry is ewo-fold. 1. The Worſhipping the true 
re Cod by falſe Means, or in a wrong way, which 
ais ſtrictly rhe Idolatry of rhe ſecond Command- 
II ment, Thou ſhalt not make to thy ſelf any Graven 
bez Image, Sc. thar is, thou ſhalt not worſhip God 
in 4 way of rhine own deviſing; tho thou pre- 
tendeſt ro worſhip the true God, yet if thou uſe 


* 
au 


te 


* Means of thy own to help on thy Devotion, thou 
ioh art an Idolate r. 2. Proper Idolatry is ſetting 


5 , and worſhipping a falſe God; this is ſtrictly 
Idolatry againſt the firſt Commandment : Some 
are of Opinion that there was never any Ido- 
bub latry (ſpecially not among the profeſſing peo- 
Tul ple of God) bur of rhe firſt ſort, and that all 
hen their Idols, even Baal and 4ſhteroth were only 
7 falſe Means of worſhipping the true God; — 
This Idolatry is when by outward Practices and 

Proſtrations toward the Creature, a Man de- 
clares his Worſhip of it, or that he attributes a di- 
he vine Power thereunto. Idolaters deny God by 
attributing that Honour to Creatures which God 
never gave them, nor alloweth us to give to 
72 any bur himſelf; tho we ſhould ſay we do nor 
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Hol. 4.15. 


ou 0 


Mat. 23. 


( 64 ) 
terminate our Worſhip in them, bur offer our 
Worſhip by them, yer that is a denying of God, 
for he that boweth before, or to a Creature in 
- Worſhip, will be found a Deer of God. 

On Heb. 6, Dr. OWEN fays, the Cuſtom which is in 
Book in ſwearing, and afterwards Ving it, 
ſeems very inconvenient ; and virtually he ſays, 
it is not to be allow d, ſince the Scripture readily 
ſuggeſts unto any who have a mind to learn, 4 


Duty of {wearing  _ 


On Dan. 


12.7 of Truth alone we muſt ſwear, that know: our 


Hearts, and all Things, and can revenge a Lyc, 


not by them that are Creatures, not God, they 
know not the Truth of what thou ſayeſt, nor 
can of themſelves puniſh thee for thy Perjury ; 
Chriſt doth not allow any ſwearing by Creatures; 
Some conceive the Apoſtle forbids, only 


Mat. $-34- 


Jam. 3. 12. fearing by the Creature; —To ſwear by Crea 


8 rures, is to impart divine Worſhip to them. 
on 106 5. 1s The DUTCH Annotations ſpeak likewiſe 
Zeph. 1.5. to this purpoſe; ſaying, ſwearing is a part of 
Mat. 5. 34: Gods Worſhip, and we muſt nor {wear ar all 
by the Creatures. . 
On Mat. 5. 
dhe Creatures, not that tis a {mall Matter ro 
ſwear by Creatures, while you profane not the 
Name of God; for all that you can ſwear by, 
Is related to God, and his Law is broken by 
@z Heb. 6. it; Men by Oath appeal to him that can dil- 
cern and revenge Perfidiouſneſs. So 


qne 


uſe among our ſelyes, of /aying the Hand on the | 


Fay more proper and ſuited unto the Nature of 


ASSEMBLY's Annotations ſay, by the God 


— They pretended they did ſwear by the truc | 
God, when they {wore by the Calves 3 which 
notwithſtanding was reprov'd by God; —ſwear 


CLARK faith, ſwear not at all, chat is, by 


DICKSON faith, IV, er ar per Creat HYAS jurare 


all. 1 
ſonabli 


alone 
Heart 
ture, 
agreet 
have! 
by the 
hath x 
 lawfu 
part C 


ought 


Will, 
| know 
and v 
| niſcie 
veraię 
| Swea! 
| poral, 


y an 
Net 


(65 ). 
que vel in cœlo, vel in Terra Sant ; Chriſt forbids 
to ſwear by any Creatures, whether in Heaven 
or Earth. 


GUILD faith, 


ſhould we, and by no Creature whatſoever. 
POOE's Annotations ſay, he that ſweareth 


by any Perſon, or Thing, doeth two things; 
1. He artributerh to the Thing or Perſon, by 


which he ſweareth a know/edp of the Heart, and 


the ſecret Intention; 2. He calleth upon the 


Perſon or Thing by which he ſweareth to be 


his Judge, or to taxe a Revenge upon him, in 


| Cats he doth not believe in his Heart, whar he 


affirmeth or denierh with his Words to be true 
or falſe, otherwiſe an Oath is no Security at 
I all. From whence appearerh, that i: & unrea- 
I ſonable for any to ſwear by any other than God, who 


alone can have a knowledg of the Truth of the : 


Heart; and that he who ſweareth by any Crea- 
ture, Attributes to the Creature, what only 
agreeth to the Creator. Men oughr not to 
have ſworn by Creatures, He that ſweareth 


I | by the Creature [Ls] a profane Swearer, — he 


harh reaſon to repent of the profane and un- 


the An gel ſwears by God on- gypey, 
% who makes all rhe Creatures, therefore ſ& 


10.3 


01 Mat. 23. 


lawful form of his Oath, -In this ſpecial on Heb, 6. 


part of Gods Worſhip inſtituted by him, Men 
oughr ro {wear juſtly, and according to his 
Will, and ſwear they muſt by God only, who 
\ knows rhe Intentions and Secrets of the Heart, 


16. 


and whois abſolutely greater than all; the Om- 


niſcient, Omnipreſent, Omnipotent, and So- 

veraign Lord of all Perſons, who knows falſe 

Swearers, and inflicts on them, nor only Tem- 

43 bent but Eternal Puniſhments, the 
7 


any ot her God rebukes. 1 
Note; All Wen deen condetnning 


ka ſwear» | 


{wearing Deut 6.13. 
| Jer 0 4+ 2. 
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0 
wy ſwearing by any Creature, condemn ſwear- 


ing upon the Bible, which is {wearing by it; 
„that being invok'd, touch'd, and kiſs'd, i 


igt. 


bid an Officer of tbe Court ſhow him the Oaths, 
Hand on the Bible. 


me the Bible, I ain not to ſwear by the Bible, 
bur by God himſelf, and in that manner which 
his Word BR. 

Juſtice. The Law requires you ſhould do 1 t 
in this manner. | 

Powel. What Laws 

Juftice. The Law of the Land. 

Powel. Which Law of the Land? There | 1s 
the Common Law, the Statute Law, and the 
Civil Law, Sc. I have not read that by any of 
theſe, the lay ing of che Hand on a Book is al- 
ſolutely required, or eſſential to an Oath! 

Juſtice. Yea, the Law doth require it. 

Powel. I pray you Sir, what Law? Be 
pleas'd ro inſtance 1 N thoſe Acts, by which the 
Oaths are injoyn'd, there is no ſuch Ceremony 

requir'd, nor I ſuppoſe by any other Law! 

To this neither be nor any other reply'd, only 

another Juſtice ſaid, tis the Common PraAice, 
and why ſhould you differ from it? 

Powe /. Sir, Common Practice is not my Rule, 
bur whar is grounded upon Gods Mord, or good 
Reaſon, I ſhall obſerve 3 and thus he urterly re- 

us d ro ſwear. 

Mr. JONES, STEED, Se. Teachers of the | 
P. ungerg, were put into Reading Priſon for Þ 

not 


certainly {worn by, therefore as we would g 
not be guilry of Idelatry, we mult avoid this 


Ste bis Life. Mr. VAVASOR O EI, when Three Juſtices | 
and give him the Bible, bidding him lay by | 


. Powel ſaid, to what end do you de; | 


lates, 
that he 
| ſhe all 
Þ took an 
Pf che 
; and t 
meant 
# kifſt mg 
| for tha 
{worn 
good e 
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(67) 


not Swearing; 3 and indeed formerly chat Sect 
in general oppos d th way of Swearing, how. 
| ever any of them are Now apoſtatix d from 
their Original Principles! 


It was no contemptible Saying, tho of G. FOX 
N Swearing by a Book. © The World faith 
| © kiſs rhe Book ;the Bock ſaith, kiſs the Son; the 
| The Merld 


* the Son faith, "Fatkr not at all: 


„ faith, lay your Hand on the Book; the Book 


Ups ſaith, handle not after the Traditions of Men. 
BE. iv YOUNG a Presbyterian Miniſter re- Comp. Ai 
| lates, Thar K. Charles 2d. Swore ro Nel Gwin, 
that he loved her by kifling her B--ar her requeſt, 
ſhe alledging, char Tas the Cuſtom for ſuch as 


tool an Oath to kiſs the Book ; it ſhould ſeem as 
| it che Wore that ask d, the Ning that acted, 
and the Preacher that aſſerts this Stor y. all 


meant ir as an Affront to the way of ſwearing by 
| kiſſing a Book. And this is the more probable, 
| for Be the ſelf ſame Charles 2d. had before 


{worn to the Pretbytęri ans in Scotland, in their 


good old form, by liſting up his right Hand, 
and ſaying, by the Ke, Almighty God, who 
liveth and raigneth for ever, &9c. 


Ina TRACT abour ſwearing, 1s this Que- 


ry, Whether this ſolemn Ordinance of {wearing 
is not abus d, and the Law of the Land per- 
Verted, when ſimple people by ſix or ten at once 
are forc d (without ſo much as hearing the Oath 
read) to take their Oaths by laying their Hand 
„Jon, and kiſſing rhe Book ? 


them on their Knees ? 
In a Brief Diſcourſe, Ge. faid to be written 


ÞÞy a REVEREND AND LEARNED DIVINE; 


it is thus written, 

| Whar Reaſon have you to ſcruple the Lawful- 

7 of laying the Hand on the fs and kiſſing 
E 2 5 


the 


And ome of 
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(4) 
the Bock in ſwearing 7 J anſwer briefly, Þ 


1. Me do not find in the Scripture that the 
Lords Servants were wont to ſwear after that man- 


ner; there we read of lifting up the Hand in] 


ſwearing, which is like lifting up the Hand; 
Gen.14-22 and Eyes in Prayer, a natural ſign of Worſhip; 
x 20. 23. ry fe up the Hand to Heaven is a Proverbial 
er. 


ons they vod this Geſture. The Judges in 


France, ſay to him that is to ſwear, lift up your Þþ 
Hand, the Romans of old, io the Italians and | 
Spaniards have us d ro lift up the Finger when 


e wear ſolemnly. 


2. Laying the Hand on the Book is ſymboliziny 


wir Popiſſi Idolaters, and Superſtitions Jews, 


This Ceremony is immediately deriv'd from the] 
Papi, who are wont as they lay the Hand os], 
the Bock in Swearing, to ſay, fo help me God, 
and theſe holy Evangeliſts, which is groſs Idola-f 
try, and it is not much better when it is ſaid, 


fo help you the Contents of this Book : The Judi- 


OsPf. 24. cious River, witheth that Cuſtom of touching 
the Book were not at all us d; he faith, the. 
abuſe of it by Idolaters, makes it to be a Cere· 
mony not fir to be retain d as an indifferent f 

Some have obſerved that the Few: 

when an Oath was to be adminiſtred, did pro- 
duce either the Book of the Law, or of the] 

Palms, or ſome other ſacred thing, and that 

Supe rſtition ot theirs, has given occafion to the] 
Papiſts to bring either the holy Evangeliſts, off 

_ elſe {ome ſacred Relick, and ſer it before him. 

that is ro ſwear, thereby to ſtir up his dullf 


thing. 


Mind to the more Reverence and Religion. 


Pareuis ſaith expreſoly, that it is Popiſh Super. ; 
n 30,24. ſtition for Men in raking an Oath ro touch 255 ö 


3. Ki 


Goſpel with cheir Fingers. 


10 8. Expreſſion of a ſolemn Oath, In many Nati- 


669 


3. Riſſing in a religious way is a Geſture of Ado- pal 2.12. 


ration; when tis ſaid kiſs the Son, the meaning ſob. 
is, worſhip him, Fob faith, he did not when he 
' beheld the Sun and the Moon, kiſs his Hand, 
| becauſe Idolaters not being able to reach the 


Sun in Token of their Adoration, were wont to 
their Hands: As many Learned Men have 
our of Tertullian, Pliny, and others truly noted; 
the Worſtippers of the Calves at. Dan and Be- 
thel, kifled them; and fo did the Hearhen Ido- 


31.26 
e7 


I King 19. 
18. 


laters & / their Images, a ſign of Worſhip. Hoſ. 12. 2 


Minutius Felix reports, that Cæciſius killed the 


Image of Serapis, thereby teſtifying his Ado- 
ration of that falſe God. Cicero tells us, that 


the Worſhippers of Hercules had by their fre- 
quent kiſſing his Statue cauſed it ro be much 
worn; and from the Heathen have the Papiſts 


learned to kiſs their Images, yea, and 20 kiſs 


the Book too: For the Prieſt in celebrating the 


Maſs, is not only to k//5 the Altar nine times, 
bur he muſt alſo rake the Book of the Goſpel 
and kiſs ir. This is clearly to worſhip a Book, 
and ſo to give unto a Creature that Honour 


which is due to God alone. The moſt Learned De Superſt. 
Voetius writeth againſt this Practice. Mr. Bur- P48. 156. 


Creature be; and ſaith he, I know no reaſon 
woy a Book may not be ſet up to bow to, as well as 
to be hiſs d in tahing an Oath, That ſearching 


and acute Divine Dr. OO DN has ſometimes 


profeſs d that © of all the Ceremonies, he look d 


Kupon that of kiſſing the Bock in ſwearing to 
© be the molt Tiolgtrows and Abeminable, and 


that he often wondred that it had no more 
been witneſs'd againſt. 
Mr. MATH ER, in his Folio Hiſtory of News 
„ 5 England 


roughs obſerves, that it is falſe Worſhip to give On Hot. 
religious reſpect to any Creature whatever the 


15 7. 


Boo 7. 


Pag. 12. 


Os 
England relates, Thar in the Declaration which 
they publiſh'd ar, and for the Revolution, 


this was one Article, wiz. to plunge the 


Duoor people every where into deeper Incapacities, 


there was one very comprehenſive Abuſe given to 
s; Multitudes of pious and ſober Men thro the 
Land ſcrupled the Mode of {wearing on a Book, 
defiring that they might {wear with an uplifted 
Hand, agreeable to the ancient Cuſtom of the Co- 
lony ; and tho we think we can prove, that the 
Common Law amongfl us (as well as in ſome 
other places under the Engliſh Crown) does not 
only indulge, but even command and injoin the 
Rite of lifring up the Hand in {wearing, yet 
they that had this doubt were ſtill put by, from 
ſerving upon any Juries, and many of them were 

moſt unaccountably fined, and impriſoned. Thr 


one Grievance is a Trojan Horſe, in the Belly of | 


which "tis not eaſie to recount how many inſuffer a- 


ble Vexations have been contain d. The Chriſti- 
ans of New-England were not the only Perſons 


rhat have ſcrupled the Lawfulneſs of Swearing, 
Tact i, Evangeliis) ON and BY the Goſpels. 


Thoſe famous Divines, Rivet, Pareus, and Ve- | 


etius, have all of them written againſt it; 
Dr. Goodwin and Mr. NYE reckon'd it the worſt of 
all the Enpliſh Ceremonies. And that bleſſed 
Martyr, Mr. William Thorp, did refuſe to Com- 
ply with that Mode of ſwearing ; declaring 


that Chryſoſtom long before him was againſt a 
B-ock-Oath, as well as he; and arguing, If I 


touch the Book, the meaning of that Ceremony is 
nothing elſe, but that I ſwear by it, when it is not 


awful to ſwear by any Creature, It is well known 


that in Scotland, and the reformed Churches 
abroad, that Ceremony is not us d; and even in 
the Engliſy Courts of Admiralty, another form 


privat 
9 and 


1710 

of Swearing is frequently practic'd : Yea, there 
was once an Ordinance of Parliament in Eng- 
land, for the eaſe of thoſe Conſciences, which 
doubred ſuch a form of ſwearing, The Varie- 
ries among the Primitive Chriſtians, in the 
Modes of ſwearing, are too mam, and ſome of 
them too faulty to be recited ; bur this I am 
ſure of, Athanaſius of old would uſe no Rite 


in Swearing, but that of lifting up the Hand 


unto Heaven, However, it may be the Chri- 
ſtians of New - England are the only ones in the 
World that ever {uffer'd a formal Perſecution, 
by Fines and: Goals for bearing their Teftimony 
unto Purity of Wirſhip, in that great Point of 
Worſhip, an Oath ; and perhaps theſe Chriſti- 
ans might bear a part in finiſhing the Teſtimony 
ro be born unto the Laws of our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt in the World, by patiently ſuffering this 


Perſecution. Now the Reaſons that mov'd theſe 
Confeſſors hereunto are eaſily underſtood :; They 


were of. the old Puritan Principle , that all 
Religious Worſhip, not commanded by God is 
Forbidden; and that all {ymbolical Ceremonies en- 


joynd on Men in Religious Worſhip, are made 


parts of it! More cloſely, They judged that 
our Swearing ON the Goſpel, 1s a ſwearing BY 


the Goſpel, and therefore Idolatrous, That this 


Mode of Swearing was originally a Significati- 
on of ſwearing BY the Goſpel, is evident from 
all the Inter pretation, Which not only the old 
Canon Law, but alſo the old Common Law, ex- 
plain d in old Precedents, has given of it, and 

no particular Magiſtrate hath Power to put any 
other Interpretation upon the Law, than what 


| private Perſon do ſo ; yea, the Mode is natural- 
| + and neceſſarily, as well as originalh, a ſwear- 
no dt Gor 5 5 ing 


the Law hath given of ir ſelf ; much leſs can a 
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aàãs touching of the Bible. 


C72) 


ing BY the Goſpel ; for elſe it muſt ſignify only 
the preſence and conſent of the Perſon that 
ſwears. Bar firſt our Statute Law hath poſi. 
tively ſuperſeded any ſuch pretence wherein the 
Oath of Supremacy concludes, by the Contents of 
ths Book And beſides, there is no proportion 
of things to countenance that prerence. : The 
touching of a Table, would ſignify this as much 


cred Thing; and to put it unto a meer civil uſe, 


is a profane Abuſe of it, in ſuch a ſolemn and ſe- 


rious Buſineſs as the diſpencing of Right be- 
tween Man and Man; Why ? It leaves out a 
reſpect unto the Bible which is always due unto 


it. With a contingent and overly Act, I may 
perhaps look on the Bible only as a Book made 


of Paper and Cover; but in a ſtated ſolemn 
ſerious AF (ſuch as a Proceſs of the Law) the 


Bible may not be ſingled out for a leſs uſe, than 
what the word of rhe moſt High God is to be 
prefer d for. Whereas, if we take the general 
Achnowledgment of them that ſwear ON the G-. 
pel, they tell us, tis ro procure Devotion, and 
affect them with the Conſideration of the Rule: 
they are to uſe in ſwearing, and the Moes the. 
incur if they uſe them not: Now ſay we, our 
Lord hath directed us to do this, by hearing 
and reading his Word; and not by a bare touch 
ing of it; nor may a tranſient Mot ive to Pie- 


ty, be made a ſtated Medium. Or elſe, they 
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tell us, tis to expreſs Devotion; tis in this H ndin, 
way that they make their Imprecat ion, and their then af 
Invocation: tis their External Declaration; Tha: ting thi 
they ſwear by the God who made the Book, ani Names 
expect the Plagues written in this Book, if the) Boch w 
ſwear 4 Falſhood ; Now this is a way of Worſhip purpoſc 
which the Lord never inſtituted. In fine, ti, Record 


4.4 
1 


a wrong religieus Application in 4 Prayer; an 
"Oath is a Prayer, and a Creature is in this Mode 
of {wearing apply'd unto, as well as Almiyhty 


rw 
— 


115 


11 
a: 


10 


ti; Record in the Pariſh, 


48, 


God, yea, God is apply'd unto thro' a Creature : 
And Nonconformiſts reckon the Second Command- 


ment violated by ſuch Applications. The Reli- 


gious Forms of addreſſing to God, we ſay, are 


to be appointed by none but God himſelf: Where- 
as the Elevation of the Hand, has even for Sa- 
'ered as well as for Civil uſes, and in an Oath 
particularly, had ſuch unexceptionable Appro- 
bation, that the Faithful of New- England choſe 
it, and choſe rather to ſuffer Affliction, than to 


ule a Rite in the Worſhip of God which they 


ſuſpected ſinful. We will only take this occafi- 
on to recite a good Paſſage of Dr. OVENS ; 
F inſtead of driving all ſorts of Perſons, the 
worſt, the vileſt of Men, on ſlight, or light, or no 
| occaſions unto ſwearing, none might be in any Caſe 
admitted thereunto, but ſuch as Evidence in their 
Converſations ſuch regard unto the Divine Rule and 
| Government of the World, as is required to give 
the leaſt Credibility to an Oath, it would be muc\) 
better with Humane Society. 


The PARLIAMENT thus preſcribed the 


Covenant to be taken. The Minitter to read the 
whole Covenant diſtinctly and audibly in the 
Pulpit, and during the time of the reading there- 
of the whole Congregation to be uncovered, and 
at the end of his read ing thereof all to take it 
t anding, lifting up their Ripis Hands bare, and 
then afterwards to ſubſcribe it ſeverally, by wri- 
ting their Names (or their Marks ro which their 
ni Names are to be added) in a Parcbhment Roll, or 
e Boo, whereinto the Covenant is to be inferred 
purpoſely provided for that end, and kept as a 
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Chirologia 


IIa. 44+ 20. 


Pf. 144.11. 


Ico. Anim, 
Cap. 8. 


Lib. 18. 
Chap. 12. 


ceth Puniſhmenrs, for he hath deſpis'd the Oath, 


this Commendation, They break no Promiſe when 


Medes and Perſians. Hence Plethon Geniſtus, 


fides, Artabanus (ſaith Foſephus) 


lity of the King of Feruſalem, who had broken 
the Oath made with the King of Babel, which 


Hand; 


5 (74) 

A notableMethod is this for, and juſtification «| 
engaging in a Church Covenant! 

Mr. BULIVER {(aith, To ſtrike anothers Palm 1; 
the Habit and Expreſſion of thoſe who plight 
their Troth; we pur forth our right Hand (faith 
Pliny) in Faith, or when we make a fairh{u] 
Promiſe: Virgil for an expreſſion of breach of 
Promiſe ſymbolically uſeth the Prevarication of 
this Geſture, fallere dextram ; and in this Senſe 
{ome take that of the Prophet Jaiab, Is there not 
a Lie in my right Hand? And to this, that of 
the Eſalmiſt may be refer d, whoſe right Hand 
ig a right Hand of Falſhood ; that is, as the Gloſs 
on the Bible hath it, tho they ſtrike Hands yer 
they keep nor promiſe, they are forſworn.— 
Gobrias in Xenophon praiſeth the right Hand of 
Gus, for what it promis'd it performd. And 
the Danes, Sweeds, and Norwegians (in whom 
the honeſt Impreſſions of Nature flow) of thoſe 
Northern Nations our Learned Barclay gives 


their Hands are given, Such Religious Obſer- 
vers of their Manual Faith were the ancient 


Manus porrectio maxima inter 7 as Cenſctur 

ing of the 
Parthians, ſtretching out his right Hand, ſwore 
by giving the right Hand with an Oath. Thus 
Andronicus coming to Onias, gave bim his right 
Hand with an Oath ; and the Prophet Ezekiel 
emphatically declaring the Perjury and Infide- 


he had confirm'd by giving his Hand, denoun- 


and broken the Covenant, when lo he had given his 
tor when we give our Hand we do ſeal 


28 


"as it W 


by wh 
to a pu: 
our Ha 


bound: 
coming 
Words ; 
ꝛzance C 
and Str 
his Ma 
to him 
among 
more 1 
Faith b 
may ſe 
n d t. 
kept: 

leg ions 
rolla, f. 
101 
Natura. 
by thoſ 
to have 
form © 
to lift : 
ſame as 
Referet 
ficant a 
Buſineſ 
preſsly 
beld 1 

N For, 
Law of 
ver'd; 
I; con 
 Aogal 
c Fe 


C73 7 


as ir were an Obligation, or a real Contract 
by which preſents we deeply ingage our ſelves 
to a punctual Accompliſhment of that which 
our Hand had proteſted to; the Hand being 
bound as a Surety, that our Deeds ſhall be forth 
i coming, and be found anſwerable ro our 
}fÞ Fords; for whoſoever forfeits che Recogni- 
Fance of his Hand, he breaks that moſt Sacred 
e and Strongeſt Band of Truth, and by falſifying 
„2 his Manual Faith, proves a kind of Renegado 
off to himſelf ; wherefore 4n particular Contracts 
d among the Romans, there was not any Oath 
{| more religious and holy, than the Oath of 
t] Faith by giving the Hand; hence it is that we 
- | may ſee many ancient Coins with two Hands 1 
of joyn'd together, with this Inſcription of Faith i 
d kept: Fides Romanorum, and ſometimes fades | 
n | l:gtomum, Pacuvius, Calavius, Anniball and Pe- 
e | rolla, {wore by joyning Hand in Hand. 
Io lift up the right Hand to Heaven, is the 
1 Natural Form and Ceremony of an Oath, uſed 
by thoſe who call God to witneſs, and is thought . 
1r [to have low'd from God himſelf. Hence by a Iſa. 3. 5. 
„ [form of Speech taken from this Expreſſion, Eze. 15.23 
4; [to lift up the Hand in Scriprure Phraſe, is the 28.8. 
e [fame as to ſwear, and take a ſolemn Oath ; with 35.7, 
e [Reference io the manifeſt Atteſtation and ſigni- 4472+ 
15 ficant and obligatory force of the Hand in tkis Fg 45 
at Buſineſs, the late National Covenant was exxK4“4“B 
el preſsly order d to be took with the righ Hand 
e- leld up on high! _ 
n] For a Cloſe in anſwer to ſuch as object the 
h |Law of the Land againſt any thing here deli- 
1- ver'd; let theſe Maxims of the Law be ſerious- 

y conſider d. 1 
is | Againſt this Law of God, Preſcription, Statute gym, are 
I [Cuſtom may not prevail, and if any be brot in a- cops 
a8 | 7419 . 
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gainſt it, they be void and againſt Juſtice. 


28 Hen. 8. 
7th Chap. 


x Finch, 5. 3. 


K. W. 
Q. N. 


AMS 23.6. 


The Laws of Princes, the Commandments of Pre- 


lates, the Statutes of Common-wealths, ne yet the 
Ordinance of the Church, is neither righteous nor ol- 
ligatory, except it be conſonant to the Law of God. 


No Man of what Eſtate, Degree, or Condition 
ſoe ver he be, hath power to diſpence with Gods L aw: 


all the Clergy of the Realm, and moſt part of the| 
Univerſities of Chriſtendom, and WE alſo do 


affirm and think, 


Law of God of any force. 
With reſpect (no doubt) ro theſe juſt Max. 


tended to all Conſcientious People that ſcruple 


Oath, for by their Affirmation they take the 


Denomination of thoſe included in 


the Name of QUAKERS. 
FINIS. 


AS, 


1e 


th 


The! 


Jer. 3 
Toa 


Then 


No Act of Parliament or Law Repupnant to t # Lev.2 


Tow 


Vie c 


ims, the Parliament of England hath given a Gen.! 


Liberty to the people, call'd Quakers, to ſub- W 
icribe with the Hand an Affirmation in all Ca.] Me le 
les wherein kiſſing of the Book is requir'd of} 
others; which Priviledg may be as juſtly ex- 


Ton 


Pl. re 


2 I he 
Tou 


to kiſs the Book, who in this point may as pro- ; BY li 
perly own themſelves Quakers, as Paul ſaid he 26. 
was a Phariſee, becauſe he held one Point, in 


common with the Phariſees, to wit, the Reſur- 


2Cor. 


D. 


rection. Indeed the Scruple of the people We m 


call'd Quakers, is only about the form of an 


Canr. 
Tu 


moſt ſolemn Oath chat can be calling God to Me oi 


record of the Truth of what they ſay, which 
is the very Eſſence of an Oath ; and therefore 
this Priviledg of {wearing by ſubſcribing an] 
Affirmation, doth equally extend, and ſhould be 
equally allow'd to all that ſcruple kifling a Bock] 
in ſwearing, who in thx Point come under the 


the Act by 


(77) 


A Scriptural Vindication of Chriſtians from ſome 


Such Chriſt judgerh and threatens wofully. Luke 6, 26. 


| We ſpeak only plain Scriprure Language. 


: 


ſeemingly New, yet really Old Scandals. 
© Beck k. 9, tu. Gal. 4. 29. 


Vu are only for one Way, your own Hay, 
The Bible allows one way only, and we are for that. 


Jer. 32.39. Joh. 14.6. 1 Cor. 1. 10. Eph. 4.3, 6. Phil. 2. 2. c. 3. 16, 


Tow are ſingular, not like the reſt of the World. 


Then we ate juſt as Gods People ſhould be. Ex. 19.5. 
Lev. 20. 22,26. Eſt. 3, 8. Iſa. g. 11. John 15. 19. Rom. 12. 1,2. 


Tow are ſo preciſe as no Body is. 


| We can't be too preciſe, for we ſerve a preciſe God. 
Gen. 17.1. Lev. 20.7, 8. Mat. 5. 48. Eph. 5. 27. 1 Pet. 1. 14,16. 


You like none but your own People. 


Ve love all, yet our own Church beſt as we ſhould, 
Pf. 16.3. 137. 5,6. - Joh.13:34,35. Ack. 4.23. 
21 beſſ. 1.3. Heb. 13.1. 1 Pet. 1. 22. 1 Joh. 3. 14, 1 8. 2 Joh. 1, 2. 


Gal. 6. 10. 


Jou are for fellowſhip only with your own Church. 


We like no Fellowſhip bur with the true Church, 

Pf. 26.4, 5, Pro. 4. 1 4, 1 5. Jer. 1 5. 17. Act. 19.9. 1 Cor. 16. 15,22 
2Cor. 6. 14. end. Ep. 4. 3. c. 5. 7, 1 1. Col. 2.1 8. end. 1 Joh. i. 3. 6,7 
Du are for hearing no Miniſter but your own, 
Wie muſt not leave our Spiritual Father for Strangers. 


Cant. 1.6, 8. c. 3.4. c. S. 2. Joh. 10. 4, 5. 1 Cor. 4. 1 5,16. c. 7. 24. 
Ton ſpeak againſt good Men and Miniſters, 
We only 82 againſt what is bad in all people. 


Cant. 5. 7. Jer. 23. Ezek. 13. Mic. 3. Mal. 2. Mat. 16.23. c. 23. 
Luk. I 1.39. end 2 Cor. 1 1. 13,15. 2 Pet. 2. Rev 2.14. 20. 


Du judge ſuch as every Body ſpeaks well of. 


Tou are for judging all but your ſelves. 


Tou rail at others, and rewile them. 


Iſa. 56. 10. 1 2. Mat. 3. J. c. 23. Luk. 1 1. 45. c. 1 3.2 2. Act. 1 3. 1 o. 


ch. 23.3.4. Phil. 3 2. Tir. . 10. 13. Rev. 2.2.9. 14. 20, c. 3.9. 


Tos 


We judge none bur by their Fruits. Mat. 7.15. 20. 
| Act.23.3. 1 Cor. 2. 1 5. 1 Joh. 3. 8. c. 5. 19. Rev.3.9. c. 9. 3. 7, 8. 
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Teu are fo very hot and angry, as no Body is. 


The more are we like Saints, ſince tis in Gods Cauſe. 
Ex. 32.19.29. Num. 16. 15. C. 2 5. 6. end. l. K. 19.14. Ne. 13. Pf. 119. 
139. Jer. 6. il. c. 20. 9. c. 23.29. Ezek. 3.14. Joh. 2. 17. Act. 17.16. 
Gal. 4. 18. Eph. 4. 26. Tit. 1. 13. Re. 2. 2. c. 3. 1 5, 19. C. 1 1. 5. 6. 


Tou commend and praiſe your ſelves. 
We only tell of Gods Grace to us.1Cor.15.10.2Cor.2.17 
Cg. c. 4. c. 5. e.. c. 10. C. 1 f. c. 12. c. 13.3. 6.8.9. Phil. 2.3. 
But you and your Miniſter have been great Sinners. 


Tour Miniſter is counted an unlearn d Mechanick. 


So Chriſt and his Servants were counted. PI. 78.70, 72, | 
Ifa.29.9. to 19. Am. 7. 14, 1 5. Zecb.9.13. Mar.4.18,19,21. 
Mar. 6. 2706. Joh. 7. 1 5, 1 6. Act. 4. 13. C. 18.3.1 Cor. i. 19. end. c. 2 


Tou ve had many gone from your Church. 


| Chriſt's true Church was ever plagu'd with Runagates: 


; C.49.7. 
c. 27.14 
2K. 2. 
c. 24.24 
c. 25.1 


Mal. i. i. 


You y 


Herein 
ER. 3.1 


SuchcChriſt ſaves to choole. Z ec. 3. Luk. 1 5. Act. 19. 18,19. 
1 Cor. 6, 9. c 1 1. 1 Tim. 1.12.20 16. Tit. 3.3, 7. 1 Pet. 4.3. 


See O. Teſt. Mat. 24. 12. Jo. 6. 66,7 o. Act. 20.30. 1 Cor. 1 1. 19. - 


2Tim. 1. 1 5. c. 2. 17. 20. c. 3. 6. c. 4. 10. 1 Joh. 2. 19. Jude. 5. 6. 19. 


But ſome you thought hiphly of, are gone from you. 


Such went our of the Churches of old. Num. 14.4.c.16.2, J bo 


c. 2 . 14, 15. Pſ. 5 5. 74. Dan. 1 1. 3 5. 2 Tim. 4. 10.14. 3John 9. 
Vu blot peoples Names out of the Book of Life, 
Tis only our of the Book of the Living in the Church. | 


Ex. 32.33. Pſ. 69. 28. Pr. 10. 7. Iſ. 4. 3. Ezk.13.9. Rev. 22.19. 3 


You don't ſeek the Converſion of Apoſt ates. 


We pray and ſeek as the Scripture directs. Num. 16.15 
Neh. 5. 13. Pſal. 5. 3 5. 5 2. 5 5. 58.59.69. 70.79. 109. 120. 129. 
137.140.144. Iſa. 2.9. Jer. 12. 1 8. c. 18.18. end. 2 Tim. 4. 14. K. 9. 22 


e are 


Heb.6.4 tod. c. 10. 26 zo 31. Rev.21.8.27. c. 22.15, 18,19. Du 47 


But you ſhould love and pray for your Enemies. 

We do as Scripture bids, 1Sam. 1 6.1. Jer. 14. 10. 1 Joh. 5. 16. 
Nu pray againſt Apoſtates and others by Name, 

We are taught ſo to do by the Scripture, Neh. 6. 14. 7 þ, 


e only 


Dou ar 
ſe vex 


c. 13.28, 29. Pl. 83.650 1 1. 137 7. Act. 4. 26, 7. 2 Tim. 4. 14. h Saint. 


You curſe them that go from you. 


'Tis God in his Word curſeth them. Gen. 4. 1 1. c. 9.25 
| | C. 49. 


3 I. 6. 
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c. 49.7. Lev. 24.1 5. c. 26. 14043. Num. 24. 9. Dut. 1 1.26702 9. 
c. 27.14. end. c. 28.15. end. c. 30. J. Joſ. 6. 26. c. 8. 34,3 5. Jud. 5. 23. 


2K. 2. 24. Neh. 10. 29. c. 13.2 5. Job. 5. 3. Pf. 119.21. Pro. 3.33. 


c. 24.24. II. 24.5, 6. c. 34. 5. C. 6 5. 1 5. Jer. 1 1.3. c. 17.5, 6. c. 24. 9. 


Mal. 1.14. c. 2. 2. c. 3.9. Mat. 2 5. 41. Gal. i. 8. 9. He. 6. 8. 2 Pet. 2.14 
Nu wont fo much as ſpeak, to Apoſtates. 

Herein we do according to the Word of God. 

K. 3.13, 14.2 Chron. 19.2. Pl.15.4.101.4.119.115.129.9, 
Pro. 4. 14, 1 5. Dan. 1 1.30.2 Tim. 4. 1 5. Heb. 10. 3 8.2 Joh. 9. 1 
'} Apoſtates ſay they have Peace, and have not ſinned. 


2K. 9.27. P.. 10. 360 14.3 6.2. 5 5. 2 1.59.1 2.62.4. II. 57. 20, 21. 
c. 59.8. ſer. 2.3 5. end. 1 Theſſ. 5. 3. Re. 2.9. c. 3.9. C. 1 8,7, 8. 
*| Apoſtates proſper notwithſt anding your prayers, 
| Thar's only to try our Faith, until their Sins are full. 
Gen.15.13.16.Dur.32.35,36Job.12.6.c.20.c,21.P{.17.37.73 
5. Ec. 8. 1 1. Jer. 12.1.5. Hab. 1. 1, 4. 2 Pet. 2.3.9, 13, 17. Rev.6.11 
Du. ſet Friends at variance where you come. 
5. There will be variance where Chriſt comes. Ex. 3 2.27, 29. 
Deut. 1 3.6.7 11.C,21.18.to 2 1. c. 33.8. 11.P{,27.10.69.8, 
. Jer. ! 5. 10. Mat. 10. 34, 36. Joh. 7. 1 2. 43. C. 10.1, 21. Act. 23. 7. 
9. They ſay you teach People to be diſobedient. | 
Thar is, becauſe we are tor Obedience in the Lord only, 
Hh, 15amg4 4 an. 6. 4, 5, 22. Mal. 1. 6. Ep. 6. 1, 9. 1 Pet. 4.4. 
N are for hang Differences and breaking Churches, 


Du are not for Peace and Charity. | 

9. We are for Charity and Peace as Gods Word directs, 
14. K. 9. 22. Pf. 12 8.7. Ro. 12. 18.2 Tim. 2.22. Heb. 12. 14. Ja. 3. 17. 
I * are againſt every Body, and all are againſt you. 


e only oppoſe Sin, and Sinners us. 2Cor.13.8.Re.2.13, 5 


16. Du are for vexing and n of People. 
Me vex only Sinners. Num. 2 5. ). Pf. 2. 5 Pſ. 6. Io. Re. i 1. 10. 
14. Ju hate Apoſtates and your Enemies. 


31.6, 101.3. 139.22. Pr. 8. 13. C. 14. 1. Zec. i 1.8. Re. 2.6. 


25 
35 


; 

* 
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c. 25. 18. c. 29. 1 8. c. 44. 12. c. 48.10. Lam.3.65. Zech.5.1,4. 


- | So Apoſtates are wont falfly ro ſay, Dur. 29. 18. end. 


eak down Sin. Mic. 2. 10. nd. Mat. 15.13. 


1 1 Saints did as Chriſts Enemies, not their own. Pſ. 26.5. 
9 32 
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Gods Word declares this moſt evidently, Pſal.14.1;2,3.Þ So ha; 
Cant. 5. 9. II. 1. 8,9. c.4.1,3. c. 6. 10, 13. C. 10. 19,23. c. 13.12. Job. 1: 
C47.49,C.24.13,16.41.14..48.1,2.C.58.1,2. Amos 5.4, P13. 
_ Mic.5.7.8.c.7.1.Mar.7.13,14.c.20.16.Luk.12.32.C.13.24.f Act; 
C. 17.26, end. c. 18.8. Rev. 3.4. C. 11.3. C. 12. 17. C. 13.3. 16] An 


Eq 9.9, oo. Jer. 1. J. Mat. 1 8.2. f 10. 1 Tim. 4. 12.2 Tim.3.1 i Fo. Ei 


That dare we nor, but we would be conform'd to them Thar i 
Rom. 8.29.1 Cor. 11. 1. Phil. 1. 30. 1 Th. 2. 14. 1 Pet. 2. 21. c. 3 Gen. 4 
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Du are for revenging your ſelves. Tor 
C 


We are only for Scripture Vengeance. Lev.26.25. end, We 
Num. 3 1 2. Judg. 5. 2. c. 16.28. 18am. 24. 12. 2Chron. 24.22. Yor 


Pf. 1. 10. 94. 1, 2. 1 18.7. 149.6.9.Jer.11.20.C.15,15*c.20.12, | We} 
Lu. 18.1. 78.2 Cor. 7. ii. c. 10. 6. Gal. 4.10.30. 10. Re. 6. io. c. 18.6. 754 
Tou are ſedit ious againſt Kings and Laws, | We c 


So it was ſaid of Chriſt and his Saints of old. EZr. 4.125 Lev. 


Jer.38.4.Dan.3.12,18, Am.7.10,12. Luk.23.2.Joh.11.4%. | 75 
c. 19.12 Acts 6. 1 4. c. 17.7. c. 18. 13. C. 2 1.28. c. 24.5, 6. c. 2 5.7. | We « 
Tou occaſion great Stirs and Tumults.. = BY” 


The way of Truth ever occafion'd Difturbances.Mar.3.2. 80 fal 


c. 21. 10. c. 26.5. Jo. 12. 19. Act. 7. 54, 57. Cc. 16. 20, 22. c. 19.5, 8. ] Job. 6. 
c. 18.17. c. 19.23. end. c. 2 l. 30, 36. c. 23.2 1,27. ch. 28.24.29. Mar, 
Vu make as if there were but few good People. | 


Tou are but a few poor and mean People. | Thar, 


So much the more like Gods People are we. Plal.4o.17Þ j[52., 


Pro.17.5.Zep.3.12,13,18,19.Zec.3.7,11.Luk.6.20.c.7.22} MM, 

c. 9. 58. Joh. . 48.1 Cor. 1. 26, end. 2 Cor. 8. 2,9. fa. 2. 5. Re. 2.9 Such! 
Many of you are but Young People. 

Not too young to be taught of God. Job 32. Pful. 8.2. 


Du compare your ſelves with Chriſt and his Apoſtles. | up 


Du apply the Scripture to your ſelves. 


Tiss writ for chat end. Rom. 1 5. 4. 1 Cor. 1 0.6.1 1-2Per.1.2! No 1 


But you are for ſuck things as no Body u fo. [ke m 
We are for nothing but what Scripture is for,Pſ.1 19.39] 


Tu are ever and anon for new thingg. = 
We are for growing in Knowledg, preſſing roPerfeCtiorÞ ye be 
Pr. 4. 18. Hoſ. 6.3. Mat. 13.52. Phi. 3 · Heb . 6. 1,3. 2 Pet. 3. 0% Vu 


* 81 * 

Vu count none good but your ſelves) _ 
We count all good the Scripture counts ſo. 1 Joh. 3.7, 8. 
Nu praiſe ſome Things in bad People. : 
We love what's good in all. Luk.16.3, Phil. 4.8, 9. 
Du oppoſe Cuſtoms tho us d by good Men. | 
We only oppoſe vain ſinful Cuſtoms and Faſhions. 

Lev. 1 8. 1 Jer. 10. 3 Rom. 12.2. 1Cor. 7.31. 1 Pet. 1. 14. 18. 
Du wreſt the Scriptures. 

We defy all Slanderers to prove it. AR. 24.13. C. 25. 7 

Such as were your Familiars do ſpeak Evil of you. 
Fo falſe Brethren and Apoſtares ever did of Saints. 
Job. 6. 1 5. c. 19. c. 30. Pſ. 4l. 9.5 5. 12. Jer. 9. 1 08. c. 1 2.6. c. 20. 10 
. Mat. 10. 21. Lu. 2 1. 16. Act. 20.30. 2 Cor. 1 1. 26. Gal. 2. 4. 

Profeſſors and Preachers ſpeak reproachfully of you. 
So have they ever done of Chrifts Servants. Num. 122 
2. Job.12.4.c.13.4. C.16.10«C.17.2. Pſ.3 1. 11, 13.35. 11. 16. 
2 Pf. 38.20.69. 4.106. 16.119. 23.69. EZ k. 2. c. 23.30. Mat. 5. 10,11 4 
4. Act. 13. 50. c. 19.9. c. 24.1. Per. 2. 19. 23. c. 4. 13, 14. Rev. 1 3.6. a9 
©|F Almoſt all Preachers and Profeſſors ſhun and reje& you. 1 
I That's our Mercy to be like Chriſt and his Servants. 1 
C53. c. 56. 5. Jer. 8.9. Mar. 8. 3 1. Lu. 5. 22. Joh. 9. 34. c. 16. 2. wh 

Many Profeſſors and Preachers ſay you'll come to nothing. 
Such Diviners we've known to be Liars, believe em not. 11 

IAA. 25. c. 47. 12. 14, Jer. 27.9, 10. Mic. 3.5, 7. Tech. 10.2. 11 
They ſay you are froward, ſtout, and wont yield to any, 11 
154 So. Eſt. 3.2. c. 5. 9. Plal. 1 5. 4. 18.26. 10 1. 4. Gal. 2.5. Eph. 4:27 

| Al! people hate you, and ſpeak againſt you. 
em Thar is, ee we love and ſpeak plain Truth, 

54 Gen.49.22,23- 1K.22.8. Pſ. 2 ö. 19.38. 19.4 1.7. Amo. 5. 1. 
Mar. 10. 22. Joh. J. 7. c. 15. 1 8. Act. 28.22. Ga. 4. 16. 10.3 12 13 

No Body knows what to make of you. | 
The more unknown, the more like Chriſt and Saints, 
5.3 To.r.10;19.c.8.19.c.9.29.c.10.6.2Cor.6.9.C01.3.3. 1J0.3.1 

Vn dene know what you are for your ſelves, 
lor We believe nor that Lie. Joh. 8.44.5 5. 1 Joh, TL 19,29, | 
57 Vu are made as Wonders and Gazing:-ſtocks. 
Ju hy were Saints. Fl. 71.7.1{,8.18. ” 84 or. . 2 Hen. 155 
: on 


1.20] 


VP 
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Vu are reckoned the very vileſt of all people. Bur 
Then we are like Believers of old. i Cor. 4. 13. Heb. 1 1.38 So Ch 
Some ſay you are Fools. Jo. 8.4 


We are Fools for Chriſts ſake. i Cor. 3. 18. c. 4. 10. 2 Cor. 11.9 715 
Others ſay you are mad Men and diſtracted. | 
That's becauſe Enemies are mad againſt us. Pſ.102.8, Þ Gen. 2 
2K. 9.1 1. Jer.29.26, Mar.3.21. Joh.10.20. Act. 26. 24, 25. 
Some {ay you are Deceivers, you deceive the people, | | 
Only Deceivers ſay ſo. Mat. 2.63. Joh. J. 12. 2 Cor. 6. 8. Du 
Some ſay you are Heretichs, not fit to live. a So hac 

So they ſaid of Paul. Acts 22. 22. C. 24. 14, 16. You 
People ſay the Devil's in yon; you have a Devil. We ar 
We are pleas d to be thus reproach d hike our Maſter. | pf. 
Mat. 10. 2 öl c. i. 1 8, 19. c 12.24. Joh. 7. 20. c. 8. 48. 52 · c. 10. 20. N 
Nu bring Reproaches on your ſelves, which you need not.] God v 
No; they are caſt on us for Chriſts ſake and his Truth . ] Ec. 3. ic 

P. 38.20.89. 50.5 1. Rom. I f. 3. 1 Theſ. 2. 14. I Pet. 413,144 Baue 
Dou ſay you ſuffer like Chrift and hu Saints. Is our 
We covet and rejoice in theFellowſhip oftheirSufferingsÞ Du. 33 
Mat. 5. 1 2. Phil. 3. 10. Col. 1. 24. Heb. 10.33. c. 1 2. 1. I Pet. 4. 134 Do 
But your Friends and Relations care not for you. | God f 
That is no new thing to Saints, but God cares for uy 1.4 5.1 
Job. 19.13. to 19. Pf. 27. 10. 142.4, 5. Prov. 29.27. Eccl. 4.4 . 
Lam. 1.2, Sc. c. 2. 1 5. Mat. 26.56. 2 Tim. 4. 16. 1 Pet. 5. ] $$, 
Seoul afflifts you notwithſtanding your Purity. The G 
Such Afflictions are Tokens of Gods Love to us. P.. 27. 

P.. 73. 77.88.89, 32. Eccl. 2. 14, 1 5. c. 8. 14. c. 9.1, 3. Iſ. 27. Am 
Je. 30.7. 17. 1 Cor. 10. 13.2 Cor. 1 2. J. u. Heb. 12. 1. 13. Re. 3. 10 But w. 
None can be of your way without Sufferings. Glory, 
That's the Glory of our way, and a fign of its Truth} partake 
Mat. 5. 10. 12. c. 10.37. 39. Mar. 8. 3 4. end. Lu. 14. 27. c. 22. 28.30 Ro. 8. 10 
c. 24. 26. Joh. 16.1. 4. 20, 23.33. c. 2 1. 18, 19. Act. 5. 4. c. 1 4. 22 Reve. z 
c. 16.22, 25. C. 20.23, 24. Rom. 5. 3. c. 3. 17.2 Cor. 4, 8. ro 1 Vu, 
c. 6. 4· t 10. c. J. 4· 6. c. 11 23. end. 2 Tim - 3. 12. Heb. 10.32.30 There 
c. 11 · alle 1 Pet. 3. 14 · ch. 4· 12 · to end. ch · 3 · 10. Rev. 2· 160 Ex. 23. 


* 
B | 
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(83) 
But you ſuffer as evil doers, not for your Godlineſ}. 
So Chrift and his Saints were ever {aid ro ſuffer. 
Jo. 8. 48. 52. c. 10. 31.33 · c · 16. 2. Act. 2 2. 22. c. 24.5. 2 Tim. 1.9. 
Nn are moch t and ſcoft as no Body is, 1 
We can't be more thanSaints have been, and yer muſt be. 
Gen. 2 1.9.2 K. 2.23.2 Chron. 36.16. Ne. 4. 1 5. Job. 12. 4. c. 3. 9 
P.. 25. 16. II. 57.4. Jer. 27.7. Lu. 16. 14. c. 1 8.32. c. 22.63. 
c. 23. l. 3 5. 3 6. Act. 2. 13. c. 17. 3 2. He. 1 1.36. 2 Pet. 3. 3. Jude 18. 
Nu have Songs and Books made againſt youu. 
So had Saints of old. Job 30.9. c. 2 1.3 5,36. Plal.69.12. 
Dar Profeſſion may coſt the loſs of all, yea, vour Life too. 
We are willing ro loſe all, yea, Life it felt for Chriſt. 
Pl. 116. 1 5. Dan. 3.16. Mat. 1 6. 2 5. Act. 20. 24. c. 2 1. i 3. Re. 2. Io 
MV˙'oo do hou think will right you, and do judgment for you, 
tf God will right us, tho we find no judgment from Men, 
h. Ec. 3.16, 17. c. 4. I. c. 5. 8. Il. 5. I. c. 59. 8.15. 2 Theſ. i. C. 9 Jude 15 
14} But how will you be able to go through all Trials. 
As our Day is, fo ſhall our Strength be. Gen. 44.22.26. 
38Du. 33.25. P. 7 1. 16. I. 43. 2· Lu. 2 1. 1 2. 19. Phil. 4. 13. Re 2. 10 
13} Doth it not make you aſham'd to be ſo ſhamefully und. 
| God forbid: we ſhould be aſham'd to ſuffer for Chriſt. 
* 1.45. 17. c. 5 0. 6. c. 61. J. Mar. 8 38. Act. 5. 4. Rom. 1. 1 6. c. 5. 5. 
Phil. 1.20. 2 Tim. 1.8. 12.16. Hebr. 12.2. 1 Peter 4.16, 
14 What ſupports you under all your Shame and Sufferings, 
The Grace of Chriſt now, and hopes of future Glory. 
. 27. Jſ. 50. 7, 8. c. 51.7, 9. Mar. 13. 9,13. 2 Cor. 4. 8. end. c. 2. 9,10 
1.9} Aman may ge to Heaven without ſo much Sufferings, 
i But we ſeek the firſt Reſurrection, or new Feruſalem- 
Glory, of which none but Marryrs and Confeſſors ſhall 
th} partake, Matth. 19. 27 end. Luke22.28.30. Act. 3.19, 21. 
30 Ro. 8.18. 23. Ph. 3. 10, 11. 2 Tim. 2.12. Heb. ii. 3 5. 2 Pe. 3. 7. end. 
22 Reve. 3. 1 2. 2 1. c. 5. 10. c. J. 1 3. end. c. 20.4. 6. c. 2 1. c. 22.14. 
1% Tou ſtand upon little indifferent things. hs 
30 There's nothing little or indifferent ro a Chriſtian. 
10 Ex. 23.1 3. Mat. 5. 19. C. 23.23. Co. 10.3 1. 1 Tim. 5. 2 . Ja. 2. 16 
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But ſome ſay Faith without Works is eneug h. 
Faith without Works is but Fancy, and will fail. 


Lu. 13.23.30. 2 Cor. J. I. Tit. 2. 14. c. 3. 8. He. 12. 14. Ja. 2. 46nd ; 


Some talk much of the Foundation, little of Works. 


Such are fooliſh Builders. Luk. 14.29. 1 Cor. 3. 10. He. 6. 13 
Du ſhould preach Fundamentals more, other things leſs, 
All Gods Word is fundamental, and we are for all.] 
Je. 1. 17. c. 26.2. Mal. 2. 9. Act. 20. 20. 29. Ro. i. 18.1 Tim. 5. 21 
Nu are for the Levitical Law, Moſes and the O. Teſtam, 
Wie are for them as Chriſt and his Apoſtles were. 


Pſ. 1 19.126, 128. Pr. 8.8, 9. Mal. 4. 4. Lu. 4. 17. c. 16.29, 31. 


C. 24, 25, 27,3 2. Joh. 5. 39. - nd. Act. 3. 22. c. J. ch. &. 3 5. c. 10.43. 
c. 17.2, 11. c. 28.23. Rom. 1 5. 4. 1 Cor. 10. 11. 2 Cor. 3. 15. 
Eph. 2.20. 2 Tim. 3.16. 2 Pet. 1.19. c. 3.2. Rev. 1 5.3. 


Some Mixiſters ſay the Bible ſpeaks not of all Things. 


Whoever ſay ſo horribly bely and blaſpheme Gods word, 
Dur. 4.6, 8. Pſ. 17. 4, 5. 19. J. end. 1 19. ll. Dan. 9. 24. i Tim. 6. 3,5, 
2 Tim. 3.1 5. end. Heb. 1. 2. c. 3. 1, 6. c. 8. 5, 6. Rev. 22. 18,19 


Nu are for every thing in the Bible. 


Wie are for doing all that God commands. Exod. 23.13 
Du. 4. 2. c. 5. 29. c. 6. 24. c. 8. 1. c. 10. 1 2. c. I 1. 22. c. 12· 3 2. c. 13.8 
c. 3 1. 12. Pro. 30. 6. Joh. 14.26. ch. 1 5. 15. Rev. 22. 18, 19% 
People differ in ex pounding Script, how hnow you the right | = 
By comparing Scrip. with Scrip. Truth is known 10Cor. 2.13 


All Parties pretend to bring Scripture for them. 


They're partial and don'r take all. I Tim. 5 21.2 Tim. 36,1% 
Ho come you to know ſo much more than others ? F 
God teacheth the Simple knowledg in way of obedience} 
P,, 19.7. Pr. 2. 1, . I. c. 1 o. 4, 8. Dan. 2. 18.30. Hoſ. 6.3. Joh. 7.1% 


Yeu are ſaid to be the Troublers of the Nation. 


So ir was ſaid of Chriſts beſt Servants. IK. 18.17. Act. 16.20 


Tou are the meſt cenſorious People in the World. 


| They are more cenſorious that ſo judg. Mat. J. 5. Cor. 13 4 ; 


Tou ſpeak againſt ſuch as you once prais d. 


We only ſpeak againſt Sin in them. Ezek. 18. 2, 
Mat. 16.23. Act. 15. 39. Ga. 2. u. ro 1 4. c. 4. 16. 2 Tim. 4.10,14,14 C. 


Tou are not for loving all good Men. 


We are for love with Judgment, Dut, 23, 6. Phil. 


9 


($5 ) 


No people are ſo poſitive in their way as you, 
Truth ever makes poſitive, II. 63. 1 6. Joh. 6. 60. Phil. 1. 28. 
4 c. 3.3. 1 Theſ. 1.4. 2 Tim. 3. 14. 1 Pet. 5. 12. I Joh. 5. 19, 20. 
Nu pretend to have the Spirit of God. | 
3J Yes, or we are none of Chriſts. Rom. 8. 9. 14, 1 5. 2 Cor. 4.13 
„ Miniſters and Churches take in the Apeſtates you ſpue out. 
. Yes, they lick up our Vomir and harden Sinners in Sin. 
1 PC$2.2.:Jer.6.13,15. Ezek. 13. c:44.7. Mic.2:11.-c.3:3. 
„ Such Miniſters and Churches are as good as you. 
e. Indeed rheir fair ſhow in the Fleſh deceives the Simple. 
I.] IIa. 4 8.1, 2. c. 58. 1, 2. Jer. 7. 4,1 I. Mic. 2. 10, 1 1. Mat. 5. 1 5. 23. 
3. c. 21.13. c. 23.25, 33. Rom. 16.17. 2 Cor. il. 13. Gal. 6. 12. Ep. 4.14 
3 Col. 2. . Tit. 1. 16. 2 Pet. 2. 3, 14,18. Rev. 2. 9. c. 18.2. 
3] Many ſay tis no Apoſt acy to Lo from your Church. 
Tis Apoſtacy to forſake our Church. He,to.25. to end. 
d. Some ſay they know not what they did at firſt coming to zou. 
5, So ſaying cant cloak their Sin, nor fave from Wrath. 
19 Pr. 20. 15. Ecc. 5. 6. Iſ. 1 8.20. Jol. 1 5. 22. Rom.2.1.He.10.26. 
Dou have Sins and Sinners with you as well as others. 
3.4 We allow none, but turn all our as we find em. i Cor. 5.7.13 
Some ſay you meddle with that which don't belong to you, 
10 He that is Spiritual, judgeth all things. 1 Cor. 2. 15. 
, Lu are thought guilty for vindicating your ſelves no more. 
In ſilence we commit ourrighreousCauſe roGod to plead. 
Dugz 3.26. Pſ. 7. 6. 3 5, 23,27, 140, 1 2.Iſ. 3. 13. c. 36.21. c. 37. 14. 
„1 c. 5 1.22.23. Jer. 1 1.18. Mic. J. 7c o. Pet. 2. 23. c. 4. 14. Jud. 3 
What do your Enemies mean by oppoſing you ſo much, _ 
ice} They d wear out Saints, but can't. Dan. 7. 2 5, 27. Ro. 1 1.7 
Hop can any ſay ſuch things at they do of you, if not true. 
Tis becauſe theirConſciences are ſear'd. Ro. i. 28.1 TI. 4. 2. 
20 But why ſhould you be hated ſo of every Body? | 
Tis only for our Faithfulneſs. Gen. 37. 2,4. Iſa. 29. 21. 
3.% Fe ſpeak all in love and pity to your deluded Sculs. 
Pity your deluded Selves, your Mercies are Cruelties. 
24 Neh. 6. 12, 14. Job E. 1 5. Pſal. 10.7. 41.6. 55.21. Prov. 7. 21. 
4,10 C. 26.24. end. J er.. 6. Luk. 20. 2 0. Act. 3. 8. Ro. 16.17. Ep. 4. i. 
F theſe are Lies, tn net our Fault, we made them not. 
% overs and Makers of Lies are alike bad. Ex. 23.1. Re. 22.15 


As a ſummary anſwer to all that is, or can be objected 
unto the People of God in this day: Ever bear in mind 
ve alſo for Con- 


theſe four Conſiderations, Which will ſer 
futations to the Enemies. | 


1. Conſider what Saints ſuffer > No other Evils than 


what the Saints in all Ages have been exercis'd with, 


by Scripture Hiſtory, and all Accounts of the Church, 
we find that Chriſtians before us have met with all the 


Sufferings we undergo. 7b 5. 27. c. 1 5. 11. 2Cor. 1 . 23. end 


Phil. 1.30. He. 10. 3 2. end. c. 12. l. 3. I Pet. 4. 1 2. end. ch. 5. 9.10. 
2. Conſider for what they ſuffer? Not for their Ini- 
quity, but for their Purity, their Enemies themſelves 
being Judges; tho we have too many Sins which are 
our Burden, yet tis not for them, but for our oppoſition 
ro Sin, and for following the Lord fully, that we are ſo 
hated, deſerted, and perſecuted. Num. 1 4.670 1 1. 70h. 16.17. 
Pſal. 3 1. 18.3 5. 11.12.38. 19.20.69. 4. 10. 12.109. 4. 5. Je. 18.18 
c. 20.7 to 13. Dan. 3 · 8. end. c. 6. 4. 5 22. 1 Pet. 4. 4. 


3. Conſider from whom they ſuffer ? Tis either from 


profane Men, or from worldly Prefeſſors, who to ſay, 


the beſt of them are bur well-favour'd Harlots, that 
can never make out the things they lay to the Charge 
of Saints: Indeed ſuch as come neareſt the Truth in 
Profeſſion, but are void of a Heart poſſeſſion of it, are 


ever found ro be the moſt malignant Enemies to the 


faithful Followers of the Lamb; theſe ſtir up the ab- | 
_ jets, rhe rude rout, the baſeſt of people againſt them; 
theſe flatter and harden Apoſtates in their fearful Perjury; | 
which three in ConjunCtion, | Profeſſors, Preachers, and 


Hpoſtates,] under a form of Religion, labour to deſtroy 
the very Life and Power of it. Exr. 4. Nel. 4. c. G. Obadiat.. 


Nau. 3. 4. 17. Mat. 23. 29 033. Mar. 14. 5 f. 06 5. Lu. 11. 53.34 


4A. 12.30. C. 17. C. 25. J. Fhil. 3.18.19. In. . 40 
4. Conſider the end of all the Saints Sufferings, which 
will be Joy to them, and Terrour to their Enemies, 
P/al. 39. all. 73.all. 2Thefſ.1.all. A due Conſideration of 


that End will make Suffering Believer 


mdure all things, Heb.11.25.27, 
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A few Scriptural Propofitions about 


Men's Hair on Head and Face. 


I. 'Tis LEVITICAL for a Man to wear Ley.13.45. 
long Hair, or wo Hair on his Head, or Face. ch.14.8,9. 


It is fo far then from being Levitical for Men to Num. 6. 5. 9 
wear their own Hair on Head and Face, that it 18. chi. 5. 7. 


is moſt Levitical to ſhave all the Hair off the 
Head, or Face, or ro wear all at length. 

II. Tis UNNATURAL for a Man to wear 
long Hair, or no Hair on his Head and Face. 
The Scriprure ſpeaks of four ways, how Men 
may be unnatural, R@_ 

1. By their putting from them natural Affec- 


tion, asmany do in this Day even among Profeſ- 
| ſors, the Plungers eſpecially, who moſt unnatu- 


rally oppoſe their Childrens Church Priviledges, 


Which is of their Whoredoms no ſmall Matter. EZek. 16. 


2. By Mens putting on their Heads what 21. 20. 
Nature never gave them; they become unna- 


tural: This is done bree ways; 1. By Mens 


putting on Womens Hair, which is their natural 


Covering, and ſo unnatural to Men, that it Dut. 22. 3. 
| may moſt juſtly be reckoned among the ſtrange 1 Cor. Is 
| Apparel threatened by God with his ſevereſt 15» 

| Curſe, it being ſo ſtrange and forreign to Na- zeph, 1.8. 


ture, tharſuch Garments of Hair, whoſoever 
wear, be they of the people, or of the Pro- 


phets, they ſhall be one day made aſhamed. gech. 13.4. 


2. Or by putting on Hair of another Colour argent. 
than their own, which is a reproaching of God, 


incroaching on his Power, and difliking of his Mat.; 
| Workmanſhip, 3. Or by wearing their own 
Hair at an wnſcemly length, any way like a Wo- 
mans Hair, this is unnatural; much more then 
is it ſo for Men to wear a Womans Hair, which 


F 


| is yer naturally long 3. By 14. 


3 


30, 


howſoever it be crimp d and curtail'd to view, 1 Cor. xr, 
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3. By Mens putting off what Nature hath 
given them, ſpecially «/l the Hair of their Face, 


they become unnatural ; ſuch are call'd in Scrip- 


| Nu. 


1Cor. 6. 9. 


Batha et 

Synbolum 

virilitatis, 
A. Lap. 


Cod had made them rather their Tail than their 
Head? whence comes this abjectneſs of Spi- 


ture Effeminate, or Soft, like Women, 28 
indeed thoſe ſmoorh-chin'd Men are from 
whoſe Face the Razor removes all the comely 
Badg of their Virility or Manhood: Hence 
two forts of Evils have flow'd by the righteous 
Judgment of GOD on this moſt Effeminate 
Generation. 1. Mens baſe flaviſh Dread and 
Terrour of their Wives: How ſervilely, and 


Spaniel-like, do many Men cringe to their 


Wives, ſtanding in as great awe of them, as if 


rit but from Mens taking the Badg of Subjecti- 


_ own ? And truly it muſt be ſaid, that as the 


1 Cor. 6, 9. 


on from Womens Heads, and putting it on their 


Hands of Preachers have been chief in this vile 


Practice, fo there is ſcarce to be found any or- 
der of Men, in more abject Bondage unto their 
Wives. 2. Hence flows the abominable Confuſi:s 


of Sodomy ; Sofrneſs or Efeminacy is rank't by 


the Holy Spirit immediately before the Crying 
Sin of Sodomy, the very next Neighbour Sin to 
it; and unto which indeed it leads, as is ſeen 
this day among the Turks, who often ſeize on] 


ſuch Effeminate Soft Men as have no Beards to 


commit Sodomy with them; and how rite this 
horrible Sin is, even among the Beardleſs 
Wretches of this Land, it is moſt afflictive to] 


think; and this is | 


4. The laſt way of being unnatural, by Mens | 
putting by the natural ule of Women for Men, 
which is the curſed Confuſion of Sodomy ; un- 

to which, the unnatural Effeminacy laſt ſpoken 
of, doth lead moſt directly. SY | 


ll. 
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David was baniſh'd : Fob ſhav'd his Head as a Job 1. 20. 
' Badg of Miſery ; ſo did the Jews: All Nebuchad- Jer. 4m. 5. 


(89) Ou 
III. Tis OMINOUS, or a fad fore- running v If. f. 2. 3. 
fign of dreadful Judgments, and ſore Evils for Jer. 7. 29. 
Men to have xo Hair on their Head or Face, * ch. 48. 39. 
Samſon's being ſhav'd was a ſad Omen of the EZc.g.1.12 
Loſs of his Strength and Liberty f. Now would C. 7. 17, 18. 
any Chriſtian be fond of ſuch apparent Marks Amos 8. 10 
and rueful Symptoms of Calamities, as Baldneſs 1 16. 
on the Head and Face are direful Omens of > T J*98- 16. 


IV. Tis CALAMITOUS, or a fad Token . 0 24. 


of Miſeries felt, for Men to wear, or cue off all 


their Hair on Head or Face; both theſe wayshath 


been expreſt the ſenſe of Bondage, Loſſes, 


Griefs, and Calamities of all kinds; as may be 
ſeen in the Inſtance of Foſeph, who ſhav'd not 


himſelf till he came out of Priſon ; nor is it Gen. 41. 14 
then to be underſtood, he ſhay'd all off, for that N 
had been, 1. to contradict the Law of Nature, 


2. to oppoſe rhe practice of the Church, 3. and 


to run from one Extream to another; ſo Me- 


phibeſheth trim d nor his Beard all the while 284. 19.23. 


nezZar's Hair grew like Eagles Fearhers whilſt Dan. 433 · 


he was in his Diſtraction: Certainly tho they 
| know it not, the Men of this Generation by 

the monſtrous long and falſe Hair on theirHeads 

and their effeminate bare Faces, do diſcover | 
their Diſtraction, Miſery, and Uncleanneſs. Ley.14.8,9 


V. Tis PROPHANE, being worſe than ma- 


ny wicked ones for Men to wear long Hair, ot 
| no Hair, much more falſe Hair on the Head or 
Face: Some of the vileſt of Sinners have rho't_ 
ſcorn to run into ſuch an exceſs of Riot, or to 
diſguize themſelves with this Superfluiry of 
| Naughtineſs: Rebel Abſalom, tho his Hair 284. 14. 26 
I. was long, yer would not wear all, and 2. cho 

| eroubleſome, he would _ cut it all off; leaſt 
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4d. 


„ 

of all, 3. rho a Kings Son, would he finifie 
_ himſelf, and diſgrace humane Narure, by pur- 

ting on Womens Hair. Haughty Adonij ab tho't 


K. a. S. it no Diſgrace to wear his own 


Act. 2) 34. diers might reach Chriſtians in this reſpect ; as 


ſer herein to the Law of 


it ſpoxen. 
bigheſt Reproach, Contempt, and Diſgrace 

upon Men, to have no Hair on their Head, or 
Judg. 16. Face; ſo poor Samſon found it; and David's 
19. 25. Servants; and ſo Nehemiah meant it to the 


28a. 10.4, 3 Fews ; and by this ignominious way God threa- 


Nen13-35- tens to execute the greateſt Plagues on Rebel. 
IIa. 3. 24. & lious Profeſſors; and it is to be wiſt'd this 
ch. 7. 20. ſinful Land, be not ſome time or other, ſhav d 
with the hired Razor of them beyond the River, 
even by the French Nation, from whom this 
Plague came with their Pox. 


VII. Tis DISHONOURABLE, for men 


to deprive themſelves of their own Hair, it be- 
ing a Natural Badg to young men of theit 
Strength, and to old men of their Glory; hence 
irs no wonder that God puniſherh the Youth of 
this Generation with ſo much Feebleneſs, and 
Old men with ſo much Contempt and Reproach, 
ſince they have deſpis d God, by cutting off rhe 
natural Token he had vouchſafed them of Vi- 

gour and Honour; and as tis diſhonourable for 


Pro. 20.29. 
Lev.19.32- 
Pro 16.31» 


Icor. 11.14 men to cut off a/ their Hair, fo allo ro ver a F 
| | 1 5 | _ | air, 4 


7 
1 


air; Even Joab Þ 
kept his own grey Locks; the Iraelites, tho in 
many things, they wrerchedly apoſtatiz d, did 

| not ſo far fall from the Law of Nature, and || fi 
Ne. 13.25. Grace, as to caſt off their own, for borrowd | 
Hair ; yea, the very Roman Mariners and Sol- | 


Rom. 2.12, do alſo the Turks and Pagans, who keep clo- | 

? Nacure, than many | 
1 Cor, 15. Profeſſors and Preachers too, to their Shame be 
VI. 'Tis INFAMOUS, or a Mark of the 


bold u 


Hair, 
themſ 
men, 


unfit te 
their! 
Cover er 
thereb 
becau! 
form | 
proper 
as g 
IX. 
godly | 
men tc 
Face; 
expreſ. 
and F. 
Facob © 
Valian 
than, 1 


Humb! 


Chriſtian, will ſo much as jovn. 


ny reſpects ro Chriſtians to be deſtitute of their 


2. Nor can they, by this Conſideration, plead pſal. 69. 4. 
againſt their Adverſaries : 3. Nor can they lay 
bold upon Gods Promiſe, of Preſervation to gray 
Hairs, fince they have deprived themſelves 
thereof; 4. Nor can they comfort themſelves in Mat. 10. 30. 


tbe 7. 
| the Conſiderarion of rheir Hairs being num- 
der d, they having willfully cur off their own AR-27-34+ 


' themſelves from the Care of God, Yea, 5. All iv] 
men, the very beſt of men not excepred, are ( 
unfitted for Godly Exerciſes by Womens Hair on 0 


covered, eſpecially with [omg or falſe Hair, is Dur-h Ann, ” 
thereby diſadvantag'd as well as diſhencur'd 


proper ro Women, and fo ſeems to deny his 1 
own Sex, which Gods Law forbids, | 


Jacob the Patriarch, Aaron the High Prieſt . 1 
Valiant Samſon, Holy Samuel, Noble 
i-[than, Royal David, his Soldiers and Servants, ch. 19. 24 

Humble ee ogg Amaſe, Learned ch, 20. 3. 
| | y 


A 


1 
7 
5 + 


Hair, and above all for men to be cover'd with Servus es 


coman 
babes. 
ICor.1I.4 


falſe Hair, eſpecially in religious Exerciſes, is 
ſo diſhonourable, that with ſuch, no thinking 


VIII. Tis DISADVANTAGEOUS in ma- 


own Hair; 1. Such can't aggravate their Sins Plal. 40. 12. 
from the numerouſneſs of their own Hairs; 


Pſal. 7 1. 18. 
Iſa. 46. 4. 


Gods Providence and Protection from Luk. 12. 7. 
ch. 21, 18. 


Hair, ſeem thereby deſperately to have cut off 1 


. . . . 1 
their Heads, every one praying having hisHead 09 


OI Cor. 11 


1 94. A T) ("1 | 
becauſe he doth thereby as *rwere, trans-“ 4 If 
form himſelf into a Woman, wearing what is | 


IX, Tis UNCONFORMABLE to the Gen. 1. 14. 


godly Cuſtom of Chriſtians in all Ages, for Gen.q2.38. 0 
men to ſhave all the Hair off their Head and Ph 133. 2. 1 
Face; the moſt Eminent Men in Scripture are Judg 15. 22 
expreſly ſaid to wear their own Hair 


and Face: Thus we ſee virtuous Foſep!, © 14:45: 'Þ 


4 28am. 10.3 | ' 
Jona- ah. 14. 11. # 


Exe. 


n — 
; n CCC 


5 SS 
Fzr. 9. 3. Exra, Upright Job, his Friend Eliphaz, and 
Job. 1. 20. „bert, the Holy Pſalmifts, and 4 Holy 


_ ch. 4. 18. Saints; the Evangelical Prophet T/azab, the 


--*, . 10. profound Prophet Exetiel, the whole Church 
p x Ne 2 of the Jews in general, all Chriſts Diſciples, 

i yea, the Holy Apoſtle Paul, and all the Chur- 
= 2D. 4 ches of Chrift counted it a Shame to Nature, 
Ezek. 8. 3. for men, ſpecially Profeſſors, ro wear long Hair. 


Hoſ. 7. 9. Now we are commanded to be Followers of 


Mat. 5. 36. the Saints, which we can't be if we follow the 
ch. 10. 30. monſtrous ſhaveling Cuſtoms of the Day; we | 
Luk. 12.7. may well ſay in this reſpect with an old Biſhop | 
Ch. 21. 18. quored in the Book of Martyrs. If you eek | 
the Fellowſhip of Sr. Peter, why do ye not | 
Ver. 14.16. 4 uſe his Faſhion, with whom you defire to | 
live Erernally 2 Then tis apparent you imi- | 
4 rare thoſe things which rhe Apoſtle Peter did | 
from the bottom of your Heart, if you uſe 
** the fame upon your Face as he did, and imi- 


1 Cor. 11. 


tate the manner of his Apparel, Sc. 


X. Tis UNCHRISTIAN, not like unto 

Chriſt, for men not to wear their own Hair on 

their Head and Face; we are called Chriſtzan: | 

from Chriſt, whoſe Steps we muſt therefore | 

walk in, and Chriſt is ever, in all Scriprurc- | 
Dieſcriptions of him, repreſented as with his] 
Cant. 53. 2. own Hair; in no leſs than * four Books of Holy | 
I. ch. 3. 5. Wrir, we find Chriſt thus eminently deſcribed. 
IIa. 50. 6. Now man being made in the Image of Chriſt, | 
7. 9* our bodily form as well as the impreſs of out 
Rev. I. 14. Soul, being firſt made after this Pattern, we 
ſhould therefore be conform'd to this great Ori- 1 
einal ; as Chriſtians in their natural State have 
born the Image of the Eartbiy, in their renewed | 
State, it behoves them to bear the Image of 
this heavenly Man Chriſt Jeſus, to which we are 
predeſtinated to be conform d, not only * | 

| | | 90 66 


Gen. 9. 6. 
1 Cor. 15, 


Chriſt walk d, and be in the World asChriſt was, ch 4.17. 


| of Nature; If we are aſham'd of Chriſt, his Nur. 3. 38. 


88 Boch in Heaven, if we bear not now a 

Earth, in our Bodies! 

| of the moſt heinous Nature, as bad as Wirch- 184.1 4.23. 
| long Hair, no Hair, diſcolour d or falſe Hair. 1 
Cyprian and St. Spain fay, © that Ga- Mr. Trap, 


© riſh Apparel is worſe than Whoredom, be- On 1 Cor. 
I cauſe Whoredom only corrupts the Chaſtity, Lt-15- 


' © their Hair grows long; Gods Word is as 
| expreſs in this Caſe as in any other; and by the 


- | ſame pretence chat any flight theſe Scriptures, 


der a few places only ro this purpoſe. 


(93) 
Soul, but in our Jody, which we muſt preſent Rom. 2.29, 
to God as a Living Sacrifice, and with which ch, 12. 2, 
we muſt glorify God as well as our Souls; 1Cor.s.20. 
true Believers muſt grow up in ALL rhings Eph. 4. rs. 
(not in ſome only) into him, they muſt walk as 1 Joh. 2.8, 


which they can never do whilſt rhey viſibly de- | 
viate in their outward appearance from a like- ; 
neſs to him even in Obedience ro the very Law | 
; 
| 


Words and Ways in this World, it may be well 
expected, that he will be aſham'd of us in the 
orld to come: How can we ever expect that 
Chriſt ſhall faſhion our vile Bodies like unto his Phil. 3. 21. 
onformity to his Body as it was here upon 


XI. Tis REBELLION, and Diſobedience 


craft, for men ro wear on their Head and Face 


but this corrupts Nature. Indeed (fairh 
_©* Mr. Trap) Modeſty grows ſhort in men, as 


| fame Rule that any part of it is binding, the 
Scriptures enjoyning to men their own Hair on 
Head and Face are obligatory ; and under the 


they may reſect the whole word of God: Conſi- 


— AE 


| Thou ſhalt not (ſaith God) round the Corners Lev.19.29% | 


of thy Head, ncither ſhalt thou mar the Corners 
of thy Bead. However ſome would pretend 
| | | this 


ä 94 
this to be a Levitreal Command, tis as much 
a Natural, Rational, Moral, Evangelical, and We 
Perpetual Law, as any reſpecting the Conduct wh 


of Chriſtians as to their outward man in all the Þ Ha; 
Bible: Cavillers are ready to ask, which are mu 
the Corners of the Head and Beard that we nor 
muſt nor mar? To which the Anſwer is ob- wir! 
vious ; 1. They mar the Corners to be ſure both | Goc 


of Head and Beard, who ſhave the whole off; | wir! 

v. 9. wich 2: Whar is the Corners, is explain d in the ſame that 
ch. 23. 22. Chapter, where tis ſaid, Thou muſ? nor wholly | ed = 
| reap the Corners of thy Field; by which every | wh: 
one underſtands that a Viſibility muſt be left | men 
ſtanding for the Gleaners. The Hebrew word ont 

$4. 14.22. for. Corners fignifies that which is rhe Chief, | Furt 
* 25 * or the Stay; now a Viſibility of Hair on either even 
Ifa 19.13. Lip, without preſcribing any certain quantity, juſtl 
Margent, may be ſaid to be the chief, and moſt principal; | of b 
and is therefore ro be left, if we would not | fors 
mar the Corners of our Beard; 3. A parallel | rale 
Text will tell us plainly what is meant by the | men 
Ley. 21. 5. Corners; They ſhall not make Baldneſs upon their | ly Tu 
Heads, Sc. which is as much as ro ſay, be ſure | men 
not to ſhave all off, bur leave ſome Hair, that | Chri 

is, a Viſibility upon your Head and Face, Now | Pena 

this Command is expreſsly broken where there | God. 

is an utrer ſhaving off all Hair from rhe Head | ler & 
Exk. 44. 20 and Face of a man. Again (God ſaith) neither | doth. 
ſhall they ſhave their Heads, nor ſuffer their Locks | will | 
to grow long, they ſhall only poll their Heads. | Com 
Nou this Command (which Learned Annotators ] thoſe 
apply to Goſpel-days,) is moſt evidently vio- | unto 
lated by ſuch men as ſhave off all the Hair from | and t. 
Head and Face, or that ſuffer it to grow long, | jectio 
Aszsain, ſuch as by powdering, do aſtogetber | of on, 
Mach. 35, diſco/our their own Hair, much more that wear | Wort 
Hair of another Sex and Colcur from their own, I“ his 
are guilty ofRebellion againſt God in his Word: Gr: 


. ĩ e ᷣͤ 0 


—— ( — 
— — — 


ger * 
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Word: which faith, we cannot make one Hair 
white or black. Again, broidered and plaited 1 Tim.2 9. 


Hair is expreſly forbid unto Chriftian Women, and 1 Pet, 3. 3. 


much more unto Men to whom neither Nature 


nor Grace allow an equal Liberty of Apparel 


with that ſoft Sex, ſurely then this Law of 
God is violated when men diſhonour theurHeads 


with broidered and plaited Hair, ſpecially with 
that of another Sex. Again, we are command- 
ed not to faſhion our ſelves according to Luſts; and 


Ipet. 1. Ig» 


what more Juſtful appearance is there among 


men than the monſtrous buſhes of borrow'dHair 
on their Heads and their Effeminate bare Faces? 
' Furthermore Chriſtians are commanded to Hate 
even the Garment ſpotted with Fleſh, which may 
juſtly beapplyd to the monſtrous Appearances 
of borrow'd Hair upon the Heads of Profet- 
ſors and Preachers, an Abominarion, not only 
talen from, and prafticed by the moſt fleſh!y 
men, bur which is made to ſerve the moſt Heſy- 
h. Turns, and is well therefore call'd rhe Gar- 
ment {ported with the Fleſh, which every 
Chriſtian muſt hare, otherwiſe he incurs the 
Penalty due to the Breach of this Command of = 
| God. If any ſhall ſay theſe are bur lietie things, Mat. 3. 19. 
let ſuch know, the Breach of the leaſt Command Jam. 2. 0. 
doth aſſuredly indanger the Soul for ever. God Rev.22.19, 
will avenge himſelf of ſuch as caſt any of his 
Commands behind their Backs, much more Gen. 35. 2. 
thoſe many awful Injunctions in his Holy Word Ex. 
unto Chriſtians to be careful of their Garments, Iſ. 3. 16. 24 
and to keep their Bodies as well as Souls in Sub- Ro. 12. 1, a. 
jection to the Lord Jeſus Chriſt; the neglect 1 Cor. 6. 19, 
of one furthering the ruin of the other, as 2Cor. 7. 1. 
Worthy Mr. Cole ſaid; He that doth not keep Jude 23. 
his Body in a due Subjection to the Spirit of Ber. 3. 4. 
: | * Grace, will never keep his Heart long in a 


Jude 23. 


5. 


ch. 16. 153. 
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1 
* right Frame. God pronounceth 2 dreadful 
Wo againſt ſuch Rebellious Children that cover 
with a Covering not of bu Spirit, which his Spi- 
rit in his Mord, and in our natural Conſcience, 
doth not juſtify; ſuch add Sin to Sin; and in- 
deed ſuch Rebellion againſt natural Light is ſo 
Rom. 1.28 deteſtable a Sin, chat God puniſheth it with the 
8 ſoreſt of Judgments, a reprobate Mind. 
XII. Tis ABOMINABLE for Men to wear 
a Womans Garment, every ſuch Man (the Lord 


Dut,22.5. ſaith) is an Abomination to him: Now confider | 
it tis abominable (as moſt do grant) for Men 


to wear Womens Artificial Dreſs, how much 


more abominable is ir to wear their natural 


Garment, that is, their Hair which God hath 
given them for a Covering to their Shame, in 
Cor. 11.15 caſe they were deprived of all other Apparel, 


for which uſe ir hath ſerv'd ſundry verruous 


Women, of which we have ſeveral Inſtances 21 
Hiſtory : How abominable then is it for Men 


ro ſtrip omen, and much more to make uſe of | 
their Covering for themſelves ? What is this but 


to rob them of their Modeſty 2 Yea, and of their 
Cor. 11.15 Glory alſo; for ſo is the Womans Hair unto her 


This Abomination in the fight of God, and all 


Dr. Fickſon truly God. like, Moſt Learned Annotarors have 
Du 22.5 condemn'd ; one of whom faith on h Text. 


their Arrire, or the ordering of their Hair; 


and tho ſome would evade ths Text, pretend -· 

Ainſworth, ing it to be Levitical, yet ſaith another, This Pre- 
on Du. 22.5 © cept concerneth natural Honeſty and Seem!!- 
“ neſs, which hath a perpetual Equity; and 


Mr. Aſep. a third adds ; © Ir is therefore of Moral Equi. 
et, and Perpetual Obligation; there ſeems 
_ © ſome diſtinftive Ornament to have been pro- 
* vided by God, that the difference between 


Cent. 


* Hereby is forbid all Effeminateneſs in Men in 5 


with 


of a 


1 
| | © 5e-xes might nor be left to the arbitrary Ciſtem, 
and deſultory Humour of men, as in the Hair 


* of the Head, and the manner of wearing it: 

18 Or at leaſt in the Beard, which is ordinarily 

given to the one Sex, and deny'd to the ocher. 

Let all Chriſtians then ſee to it, that the fore 

. | Abomination condemn d in hi Text, be not found 
with them! Oh do not this Alominable thing Jer. 44.4. 

i God hates. But to conclude in the wank 


41 of a ſerious Miniſter 5 Let men abſtain from Mr. Stubs: 
® unmanly Diſguiſes and Faſhions 5 ler them 
© ſhow themſelves ſuch, by ſomewhar elſe be- 
þ * fades wearing rhe Breeches, that it may not | q 
J be ſaid of rhe men of this Age, that they are 4 
n | © Put Women in Mens Apparel, ; | 
XIII. 'Tis EXECRABLE, that which is | 
; | «ccurſed of God which brings his Cnſe on men, | 
for them to wear long Hair, much more . 4 
mens, or to cut off all their own Hair from | 
Head or Face, The Curſe came upon Achan  _ 1 
of | (@mong orher things) for his goodly Babyloniſh Jol. 5. l. at. l 
| Garment, how then can ſuch profeſſing Men 


ur . 1 f 
. | eſcape a Curſe as cover their Heads with Baby- oY 
ll 7 ” : , * 3 
8 loniſh Borders, or hairy Garments which even 


all Nature it ſelf condemns! The Pſalmiſt af 85 
fares us, that God will wound the Head of his Ene- PC, 68. 21. 
mies, and the hairy Scalp of ſuch a one as goeth on 
in bis Treſpaſſes ; in the Hebrew tis the Crowns 100 

of Hair walking in Wickedneſs: Now what Ay 

Ty Head, what hairy Scalp is it that God here 

„ | threatens, like rhar which being deprived of =! 

What is natural, is crown d with unnatural Buſhes | 

of Hair? Upon ſuch a Pare ſhall fore Miſchiefs Pſal. 7. 18. | 

be returned by God; God threatens ro ſmzre = 1 
with a Scab the Crown of ſuch Heads as are cover'd Iſa. 3 1 
with well-ſet Hair, in the Original tis, Hair Opere Ca- y 
guill d, or frizl d, and trim d by Irons, or Criſp- lamiſtri.. 1 

el e 5 * | 
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ing Pins, as if the Holy Spirit meant to hit the 

Sin of our day, not only upon Womens Heads, 

but on Mens, Who wear on their own Heads 

Homens Hair in this manner trick t up ; Arti- 

« ficially form'd, ſer, prepar d, boil'd, bak d, 

* ftich'd, before it be ready for their uſe; as 
Mr. Stubs, faith a godly Miniſter : A dreadful V God 
pPronounceth upon ſuch as rebe/ing againſt him, 

Iſa. 28. 1. do cover their Heads with a Crown of Pride, 4 


ch. 31. 1. Covering not allow'd by bis Spirit in the Word, a 
5 Characker well ſuiting the Monſtrous Buſhes of | 


 Wimens Hair, worn only for Pride, upon the 
Heads of Men, not to call them the Drunkards 


of Ephraim: The Day is coming, in which, | 
God will puniſh all ſuch Men, the Circumciſed, | 


and the Uncireumciſed (Profeſſors or Profanc 


Jer. o. 26. whoſoever they are) that have the Corners of 


ch. 25. 23. their Hair poll d, and cut off from their Head, or 


ch. 49. 32. Face, contrary ro Gods expreſs Command, and | 
no wonder, fince all ſuch, wharſoever their 
Pretences be, are repreſented by God as wncir- | 
cumciſed in Heart; For as a famous Miniſter | 


laid, © It their Hearts were once circumciſed, 
CC 


Head, or the Curſe of God will come upon 


Zeph. 1. 8, them; for, inthe day of the Lords Sacrifice, he 
f will puniſh Peaſant and Prince, Preacher and | 
People, that are cloathd with ſtrange Apparel, | 
Mat,1g.13. ſtrange to Nature, and Scripture : If every Plane 
ſhall be 
puch t up, then Wo be unto the Heads of ſuch | 
Aſen as are coverd with foreign Plantations of | | 
@1 Ezekiel Hair: God hath provided (ſaith Mr. Green- 


6519 


the heavenly Father hath not planted, 


they would circumciſe their long Hair: Sure- | 
ly the Reward of theſe Evil Men will return 
| upon their own Heads, from all ſides will their 

Jer. 13.18, Calamity come; ſuch Head-tires, Principalities, | | 
or Crowns of Glory, muſt come down from every 


lineſs, when Men take it off, they diſguiſe 
and deform themſelves, and add to their M:- 
ſery, when they are without Hair on their 
Heads, and Faces, its a Reproach to them, 
J and points forth their Deſtrudt ion. 

XIV. Tis DIABOLICAL for Men to wear SLE 
Womens Hair on their Heads ; the Devils them- 9 0 

| ſelves are deſcribed by the Character of ſhaggy 


(99) 


64 bill) the Hair of the Head, and Face for Com- 


Piloft, 


: Ha. 13. 21. 
hairy Creatures; the Locuſts that come our of 5 


| che Botromleſs Pit (whoſe King is the great Re. 9.3 Cc. 

Devil of Hell Abaddon, or Apollyon the Deſtroyer) II. 
among other helliſh Properties, are ſaid to have 
Flair as the Hair of Nomen on Mens Faces; 5. f. 
moſt underſtand theſe of Men tho few with us 


would have it to mean any but Turks and Feſu- 


ztes, unto whom that it is far enough from hav- 


ing a ſole reſpect, is moſt evident among other 
Arguments by this, that the longeſt Term, 


_ alorred for their Continuarion on Earth (five v. 10. 
Months an hundred and fifty years at moſt) is 


long ſince elaps'd, and yet theſe Turks and Fe- 
ſuites continue to infeſt the Earth; far more 


likely is it, char by theſe Locuſts we are to un- 
derſtand the hairy Preachers and Profeſſors of 
it] this day, under the ſound of the f Trumpet 
in the fifth Stare of the Church, in which Men 
have ſo horribly diſguiz'd their Heads by I- 
mens Hair: Thus tome Eminent Miniſters un- 
derſtand it; of whom one ſaith, They that Mr. Aiſop, © 


|. CC 


ruffle in their waving Perriwigs, look like rhe 


| © Lecuſts which came out of rhe Smoak of rhe 
© Bottomleſs Pit; rhe Expiration of their time 
the good Lord haſten, that theſe Loouffs may re- 
turn to the place from whence they came: As 
it is Diabolical for Men to be diſguized in N. 


mens Hair; fo the molt Diabolical Perſins are 
| * . thus 
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2Cor 11. 15 thus repreſented : Falſe Teachers whom paul 


Rev. 2. 20. calls Miniſters of Satan, Chriſt calls Fezabel's ; 
and why? Bur for their tiring their Heads with] 
Momens Hair, and painting, that u, making 
fleek, and ſmooth their Faces like omen, the 


2 K. 9. 30. very Sin for which Fezabell was infamous; and 


Rey. 2. 20. for ſuffering which in their Preachers, theChur- | 
Ita. 3. 12. ches are reprov'd : It is for this Diabolical Effe- | 
Ezck. 13. minacy, that in the O. T. Profeſſors and Prea-| 
chers eſpecially are call'd omen, and condemn'd I 


FO end. 
for their Obſtinacy, in reſolving to wear rheit 
own Apparel, | whar they fancy'd] ler God in 


his Word ſay what he would againſt it: But] 
indeed it's no wonder that ſuch Preachers and 


Prefeſſors refuſe to be reclaim'd from, or made 


Ihores Fore-beads,” that is to ſay, Fore heads co- 


ver'd with Whores Hair; It may be of ſome 
* Harlots who died perhaps of the Fow! Diſeaſe, or 
*atrhe Gallows, and are now in Hell, lamenting 
*rhere the Abuſe of that Excrement ; as ſome 


Mr. Hall. 


5 Hot famous Miniſters have {aid ! Oh how fad is i: 
yg vs #1: 6 's 


Preachers and Profeſſors among us? Few alas do 


Rev. 44. we lee bur what are deled with Nomen, that is 


to ſay, with Womens Hair; there are left but a 


» 


Scrzpture] unto the Lamb, who have not thus 


cCorrupted themſelves, who are free from ſuch | 
Put. 32. 5. Spots as are not the Spots of Gods Children 


Surely from ſuch a perverfe, crooked, and untow 


Act. 2 40. ard Generation, ir behoves all true Chriſtians | 


carefully ro ſave themſelves ! 


XV. *Tis DAMNABLE for Mex to wear 


the Natural Garment, or Covering which God 


harh given to Women, and to make themſelves 


Effeminate That a Womans Hair is her only 
SET Natural 


aſham d of this Abomination, ſince they have | 


that chis Diabolical Spirit prevails ſo much in 


few true Vigin Souls [ according to Nature and 


WW, 


Effeminate ſigniſies ſoft, or diſeaſed, as if the paxaxct 


( 101 ) 


Natural Covering and Garment, is paſt Contra- 
diction, and that its Da»nable for Men to wear 
this, appears, in that Such are ſaid to be an 
Abomination to the Lord ; Now every one that 
defileth and worketh Abomination, ſhall in no 
wiſe enter into the Kingdom of God; all the Abo- 
minable ſhall have their part in the Lake wbich 
burneth with Fire and Brimſtone, which x the ſe- 
cond Death : Whar a dreadful Reflection would 


ſuch an awfu! Truth caſt upon the Conſciences 
of the abominable Preachers and Profeſſors whoſe 
Heads are diſguiſed with F/omens Hair, were 


not their Conſciences ſeared, and themſelves 
given up to a reprobate Mind ? If every one 
char defileth, and that worketh an Abominat ion, 
ſhall in a wiſe enter the Kingdom of Heaven; 


what can ſuch Mien think will become of them, 


that commit ſuch an expreſs Alomination, as 


putting on a M{mans Covering ? It every one 


that is abominable ſhall have his part in theLake 
Which burneth with Fire and Brimitone, which 
is the ſecond Death, with what Face can ſuch 
abominable Nyetches pretend to hope for Life 


Re. 2 1. 25. 


v. 8. 


Eternal ? But ſuch filthy Dreamerr who defile the jude 8. 


Fleſh (in the molt literal manner) will flatter 


Men : If Gods Word is true, not one of them 


2 


- thernſelves with Peace, till ſudden Deſtruction 
overtakes them ! as the Abominable are thus in 
à Stare of Damnation, ſo are the Effeminate 


all inherit the Kingdom of God 3 the word 1 Cor. 6.9 


Holy Spirit hereby meant to point our the Men wanguue, 


who pretending Diſeaſes, do therefore ſhare 
their Heads and Faces bare; whereby they 


make themſelves (as much as they can) ſoft as 


[Vomen 5 no wonder then that God excludes 


* ſuch as ſurelj from Heaven as Sedemites them- 


_ ſelves 


* *- 
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$4: & hs 
ſelves to whom theſe Effeminate Men, are fre- 
quently Provocatives and Panders ; no way can 
Men be {aid to be Effeminate, more than by 
wearing Y/omens Hair on their Heads, and 
flecking their Faces bare as Womens. If this 
Text were capable of a thouſand Senſes, this 


3 Explanation of Effeminate, muſt ſtand for one 
" moſt rrne and genuine! What a Damnable 
State then are thoſe Efeminate {moorh-fae'd 
Wretches in who affect to appear like Nomen 
Oh conſider this all you that dread the Damna- 
tion of Hell, and avoid this prevailing Evil, 
wich leads directly thereto. Ne Capillum ir- 
Jerome. ruffes, ne aliquid Gebennæ ipnibus admiſceas, l 
 Objeft. Haply ſome may object; fo ſaying you judge | 
N all good Men. | | | 
Aub. Indeed we may complain of the moſt of 


thoſe who paſs for goed Men, that they are 


their Head, the whole Head is fick, and the 
'. whole Heart of Profeſſion is faint; the Crown 
Lam, 8. 16. is faln from their Head, Wo unto them for 
rey ve ſin d; but what then? Shall the pre- 
vailing of Sin hinder the Righteous judgment 
of God ? God forbid | His Word will rake 


Rom. 2.2, 3 hold as well of the Profeſſor as the Profane ; we | 


are ſure that the Judgment of God is according 
to Truth apainſt them that commit ſuch things, 


v. 8. 
| V. 9. 


for unto them that are contentious, and do not obey 
the Truth, but obey Unrighteouſneſs, God will ren- 
der Tndignation, Wrath, Tribulation, and An- 


Job 19.9 ſtripe of their Glory, the Crown 1s taken from 


and thinkeſt thou O Man (under the ſhelrer of | 
univerſal Cuſtom) to eſcape the righteous Judge 
ment of God, far be ſuch a thought from thee, | 


guiſh, upon every Soul of Man that doth ill, of the 
Jew firſt, and alſo of the Gentile 3 none of our | 
Effeminate Profeſſors and Preachers guilty of this | 
5 | Ee 3 de filing 


| «> 
Wo 


e 
defiling the Fleſh, and of rheſe Abominationt, 
ſhall eſcape in the Day of the Lords Slaughrer, 
when he will rurn whole Nations into Hell, of 
ſuck as obey not his Law. 


5 Pſal. 9. 1. 
But would good Men and Miniſters do thus Object. 


if it were ſo great an Abomination? 


A godly Miniſter ſaid, and ſaid truly, © Thar Anſw. 
the Hand of the Prieſts and Spiritual Guides, 
« is chief in rhis very Treſpaſs 1 From them is Mr. Stubs. 


this Profaneneſs gone forth into rhe Land: 


Howſoever good they may be tho't to be, ſuch 


as have tus defiled their Fleſh, are far from be- 
ing good before God, or good Examples for thee; 
| good Men muſt be reſiſted, not followed when Gal. 2. 11. 


they do Evil; we muſt follow none beyond the 


Rite, leſt we go to Hell after them. | 


Bur dow not the Cuſtomarineſs of the Praftice, Objict. 


| exchſe the Evil of it. N 
“ Cuſtom indeed (as one well ſaith) may Auw. 
take away the Senſe of Sin, but never can it Mr. Alſop, 


remove the Guilt, or Puniſhment of it. Cuſ- 


tom is n Rule for Chriſtians but Scripture; 

etwas Cuftom crucify'd Chriſt in the Fleſh, and 

tis the Cuſtomarineſs of Sin that crucifies Chriſt 

_ afreſh 5 rherefore by no means TRIM your 

| way either on Head or Face, to ſeek Love from Jer. 2. 33. 
the World, or to follow their Cuſtoms for ſo 
doing you teach wicked ones your way, and 

| reproach the ways of Chriſt: Keep to the good i 
| ola Cuſtoms of rhe Churches in The See eee 
who urterly diſalow d thoſe Abominations 


But in caſe I loſe, or want my Hair, what muſt Object. 


Ido then? 7 in 
Dos Why in caſe of Loſs of Hair, you ought Aufw. 
to do as Samſon, wait till it be grown again : Judg 16.22 
And in caſe it grows not, with Eliſha go bald 
headed, tho you are mock't for it: His Maſter 


2 R. 2. 23. 
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Mr. Hall. 


Heb. 1 2.2. 


———U— . — — — 


Elijah (as one ſaith) © Had no Perriwig belike 


Mr, Stubs, « ro leave him when he bequearh d ro him his 


Mantle: If neceffity requires ir, get a law- 
ful Covering ; better wear a dozen Caps with 
Dr. Goodwin, yea, An hundred Caps (ſaith a 
famous Miniſter) than one Perriwig; by no means 
zncroach upon, nor violate the Law of Nature, 
left Wrath come upon you to the uttermoſt : 
Rom, 3. 8. On no account mult a Chriſtian do Evil that 

Good may come of it, their Damnation is juſt, 
who ſo do | 


Objet, But ſay ſome, we ſhall be mocke and reproache, | 


if we wear our own Hair on our Head and Face, 


Auw. This Objection indeed choaks a Senſe of 


lecting any Duty, or committing any Sin for 
fear of Mocks and Reproaches from Man, leſt 


God mock at the Day of thy Calamity, and [ 
the Devil, and thine own Conſcience reproach | 


thee to all Eternity; let us deſpiſe the Shame, 


aſham'd of his Words, his BPorks and Mays, we 
may aſſure our ſelves he will be aſham'd of us 
hereafter, when he cometh in the Glory of his 
Kingdom, with all the Holy Angels. Re- 
| proaches are the very Badges of Chriſtianity. 

If we have the trial of crue! Mockings and 


Mar. 8.38. 


Scourgings, yea, moreover of Bonds and npri- 


ſonment, tis no more than the beſt of Saints 


Heb. 11.36. have been exercis'd with: Reproaches are the 


very Foot-fteps, by which we may know the 
Flock of Chriſt ; they are certain Marks ro 


our Enemies, chat they'll be damn'd withour | 
Fhil. 1. a8. true Repentance, and to Believers that are re- 


roach'd, they are evident Tokens of Salvation, 


and that of God! So chat if we are reproach'd 5 


for the Name of Chriſt, happy are we for the 


(102 ) — a 


Duty in many; but beware, Chriſtian, of 77 | 


and indure rhe Croſs of Chriſt ; if we are now 


Spirit | 


ferent, neither Good nor Bad. 


or Evil, all things are either Good or Evil. 


alike expedient, or proper. 


he may go to Heaven without theſe Things. 


ven without Holineſs, and theſe things are a 2Cor. 3. i. 
_ great part of Holineſs, bs 


thus to tithe Mine, Anns and Cummin ? 


| leaſt of all, for omitting rhe greateſt Duties. 
| demn'd are but lirele. 
1 things are but little, which are Levzrecal, 


mous, A Diſadvantag iou, Unconform- 

Able to Sa 

Execrable, Diabolical, and Damnable : To call 

_ theſe Wickedneſſes little, is that turning things Isa. 3. 20. 
upſide down which will haſten Gods ſevereſt Curſe. ch. 29. 1 
For a Concluſion of all, hear what Mr. Prin 16. 

| lays, A falſe, a counterfeit, and artificial Head 
or Face, and an honeſt, upright, graciou Heart, 
do ſeldom (and if I am not much miſtaken) ne- 
ver meet in one and = ſelf-ſame Perſon. 
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a 8 
of God and of Glory reſteth upon us. It will 1 
be our Everlaſting Glory, if we can ſay to God l. 5. . 
as the Fſalmiſt, becauſe for thy ſake I've born 
Reproach, Shame hath cover'd my Face, 

Bur ſome will yer ſay theſe Things are indif- Objeck. 


To remove this Deceit conſider three Things. Arſw. | 
1. There is nothing known, bur what is Good Gen. 2.19, | 


2. Some lawful things may not at all times be 1 or 10.23 | 


3. Bur the things we urge are neceſſary.Du.30 15, end. | 
Well bur ſay orhers, If a man bath but Faith Objt. 


Bur no man harh erue Faith or can go to Hea- Arſw. | 


SE Oo He.12.1% | 
Bur ſay ſome, Don't you negleCt greater things Object. | 


No, we do both theſe and thoſe as Chriſt bids Auw. 
us, we are for neglecting none, not the ſmalleſt, Mat. 23. a3. 


After all ſome will fay, rhe Evils here con- objeck. 
Such will be found great Liars, who ſay theſe 4. 
Unnatural, Ominois, Calamitous, Prophane, Infa- 


ints, Vnchriſtian, Rebellion, Abominalle, 
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A few Scriptural Propoſitions concerning 
vo Women's Apparel. 


e I. The Hair of momen 16 a glory to them, and 
Ezek. 15.7. the longer the more glory; fo ſhould they eſteem 


Cor. 11. jt, and cheriſh it, as they would not deſpiſe the 
good gift of God unto them. 1 
II. After this manner in Old Time, the Hol) 


Cant. 4. 1. Women who truſted in God cheriſht their Hair as 


ch. 6.5. an adorning ; For this the Spouſe is prais'd, and 
ch. 7. 5 with this that choice Convert -wip'd the Feet of 
Luk, 9.38. Our Lord, which ſhe had before waſhrt with her 

Tears: Alas! how few are there unto whom 


Chriſt can give the Commendarion of this Wo- 


= 3 man? Excellent Mary, who choſe the bette: 
Joh. 12. 3. Parr, was prais d by Chriſt for that ſhe anointed 
his Feet, and wip'd them with her Hair, which 


our Lord took ſo kindly that he refolv'd it to 
be publiſh'd whereſoever the Golpel came, Bur] 


few Women would win this Praiſe if Chrift 
was now upon Earth. by 
III. Ir follows hereupon, That 'ts a ſpam: 


Cor. 11 6 for a Voman to be ſhaven Or ſhorn. h "This was 2a | 


Dut 21.12. Brand of Diſgrace put upon Captive Nomen by 
| the Fews, Pity tis that this ſhame is no more 


fen d by that Sex. 


IV. Every Noman diſhonourethh her Head by un- | 


Cor. 11. 5. covering it among Men; ſpeciasly in the Cong re- 
"pation, for this is all one as if ſhe was ſhaven : 


The uncovering the Womens Head in the Con- 
Num. 5.18, gregation was one of the great Affronts pur upon 


her in the teſt of her Chaſtity : How then do 
thoſe Women diſgrace and diſhonour themſelves, 


who go with their Head Tire lo backward as to 
diſcover the greateſt part of their Hair, their 
Heads being almoſt bare? Let not this vz 
$5 | VVV Cuſtom | 


Mercy. Let them abhor every Attire of an pr 


(107) 


Cuſtom baniſh the ſenſe of Gods cenſure upon 
ſo diſnonourable an Evil. 
V. As tis a Natural Shame for a Man to wear 
his Hair long: So is it an Equal Shame for a 
Woman to have her Hair cut ſhort like a Mans, 
for her Hair is given her for a covering, and if 
ſhe hath any ſenſe of Modeſty and regard to Na- 1 Cor. 11. 
ture ſhe will preſerve it for that end, for which 14, 15. 
God gave it her. „„ 8 
VI. 'Tis an Evil forbid by Gods Word for N. 


men to adorn themſelves with broidered or plaited 1Tim. 2.9. 


Hair. Therefore thoſe monſtrous Buſhes of 1Per. 3. 3. 
Hair ft:ching out, crispt, curld, or well ſet off ro 
common view: All Borders, Towers, Bulls, Curls, 


or any other Friſlings of Hair, whether their 


own, or borrow d from other Numen, are moſt 
carefully and conſcientiouſly ro be ſhun'd of all 


i] godly Women. 


VII. Above all things, Nomen that fear the 
Lord ſhould avoid that Abomination condemn'd by Pat. 2 2.8 
him in wearing what pertaineth to a Man; whe- 7 


| cher the Hair of Men in any form on their 


Heads, or any Dreſs or Garb common with, or 
like unto Mens; nor yer ſhould they on any ac- 


count diſpoſe of their own Hair for Mens wear, 


whereby they contribute ro the Fewel of Luſt, 

and caſt off the Badg of their own Modeſty ; 

this is a heinous Iniquity to be puniſt'e by. the 

Judge of all the Earth. Let all Chriſtian Wo- 

men avoid any Conformity to wicked Fezabel 2 K. 9. 30. 
in tired Heads, [potted and painted Faces; let 
chem beware of an over regard to thoſe Femi- Ii. 3. 16. end 
nine Evils condemn'd by God in his Word, let 
them humble themſelves, and let their Principa- 

[ities and Head-tires come down, even the 


Crown of their Glory, as they expect to receive Jer. 13.18. 
10.7. 10. 


„ 


o 
IPet. 3.9. | 


_ deteſt and reject all Gewgaws, Gayer ies, Tawdry 


m. 5. Appare becoming Women profeſſing Godlineſs, 
F 


with God, and have God dwell with them for 
ever, Amen. 


0 108) 


Harlos, and adorn themſelves only with modeſt 


all they not be affraid with any Amaze-| 
ment. Let all ehinking and believing Women | 


and much more unnatural Appearances, more fit 
for Brutes or Devils than Chriſtians. Let their 
Heads and Bodies be attir d as becomes the Tem- 
ples of the Holy Spirit, as they would dwel! 


| 


Mr. REEVE on Canticles. 


: O to the Crown of Pride, 


Who to her Sing beſide; 
Hath added every where 
Such loathſome Heads of Hair; 
Us'd only for a Snare, 8 
To thoſe that foolrſh are. 


Thar marry Horſes Mains, 
To human Heads, whoſe Gains 
They muſt receive in Hell. 


God in a Buſh was ſeen, 


Bur never hath he Been N 
Where thx proud Buſh doth dwell 


Theſe Locks are worn for Pride, 
Or elle to ſer out Sin, < 

Or elſe to vaunt a Swelling Tide 
Of Naughtineſs within. 7 


deſ. 
eſs,| 
Me- 
nen 
dry, 
> fac] 
leit 
em- 
vel! 
foi 


